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ABSTRACT 
This research work was focused on the “comparative study of parental involvement and private 
tuition regarding educational attainments of students at secondary school level”. A sample of 
80 students of 10th class from ten different secondary schools was taken. To analyze the results 
t-test was used. In this comparison it was conducted that parental involvement turn out 
significant effect on student educational attainments as compared to private tuition. On the 
bases of results researcher has analyzed that when parents involve in the studies of their 
children then their educational attainments is high as compared to private tuition.  
 
Key Words: Parental participation, Private Tuition, Educational attainments, Secondary 

School  
 
INTRODUCTION 
At secondary school level students need maximum guidance to increase their academic 
performance and to compete with their peers. Parent participation is considered to be a very 
crucial and positive force in a child’s educational attainments. In Pakistan some parents involve 
in the educational activities of their children but some cannot involve so those parents who are 
not involve in the educational activities of their children they arrange private tuition for the 
academic enhancement of their children. Parental involvement is highly correlated with the 
educational performance of their children. Additionally, parental involvement also leads to 
increased time spent on homework effectively, which in turn has a positive effect on 
educational attainments of children. 
 
In Pakistan most parents provide each and every educational facility to their children but don’t 
participate in the educational activities of their children, so to increase the educational abilities 
of their children they arrange private tuition. Generally in Pakistan there are two kinds of 
tuition system are working i.e. private home tuition and private tuition centers.  
 
In Pakistan the most parents provide tuition facilities to their children due to some reasons, first 
that the parents are illiterate, second they have no time due to their jobs, third they come late 
in their homes, fourth they are too much busy in increasing their economic condition etc. These 
parents want to decrease the academic deficiency and to increase academic ability of their 



  International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences 
        March 2014, Vol. 4, No. 3 

ISSN: 2222-6990 

 

51 
IJARBSS – Impact Factor: 0.305 (Allocated by Global Impact Factor, Australia) 
www.hrmars.com 
 

children for this purpose they arrange private tutors to increase the academic performance of 
their children. And now private tuition is becoming a tradition. So those students get private 
tuition facilities whose parents are not involved with their educational activities, in this way 
they try to decrease their deficiencies. At secondary level the courses are tough, hard, lengthy 
and difficult; they need continuous supervision and guidance, so parental regular involvement 
or private tuition is the best way to solve this problem. Tuition plays a very important role to 
sole the home work which is assigned by the school.  
 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
The problem under study was to compare the parental involvement and private tuition 
regarding educational attainments of students at secondary level. 
 
OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 
Following was the objective of the study: - 
i. To compare the parental involvement and tuition regarding educational attainments of 

students at secondary level. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 
The results of the study would be useful for the following reasons:- 
1. This study provides information about the parent participation and private tuition regarding 

educational attainments of children at secondary level. 
2. This study is significant for those parents who are not take any care in the educational 

activities of their children. 
 
HYPOTHESES 
H0: (Null Hypothesis)  There is no significant difference between parental involvement 

and private tuition regarding educational attainments of students 
at secondary level. 

 
H1: (Alternative Hypothesis) There is significant difference between parental involvement and 

private tuition regarding educational attainments of students at 
secondary level. 

 
EXPLANATION OF TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
Terms and abbreviations used in the study are as under: - 

a. α Level of significance. 

b. d.f Degree of freedom. 

c. DIKhan Dera Ismail Khan 
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REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
Parent participation effect on academic achievement 
Epstein (1997) explained that those parent’s who involve in the different educational activities 
of their children can improve their performance in each and every field. He also discussed that 
how children learn and grow through three overlapping spheres of influence: family, 
community, and school. The parents must watch each and every activity in these areas. Epstein 
also defined six types of involvement based on the relationships between family, community, 
and school: skills, communicating, volunteering, learning at home, decision making, and 
collaborating with the community. He explained that all of these six types of involvement need 
to be included to have successful partnerships, and to enhance the educational performances 
of the children.  

 
Grolnick (1994) explained three dimensions of parent participation based on how parent–child 
interactions affect students schooling, readiness, motivation, and performance.  

1. Parent’s behavioral participation: refers to parents public actions representing their 
interest in their child’s education to increase their abilities.  

2. Parent’s personal participation: means parent–child interactions that communicate 
positive and better attitudes about school and the importance of education to the child.  

3. Parent’s intellectual participation: refers to thinking and rationale that promote 
children’s skill development and knowledge, such as reading books and going to school 
etc. 

According to this theory parental participation affects student attainments because these 
interactions affect students’ motivation, readiness, interest in education, their sense of 
competence, and the belief that they have control over their success in school. 
 
Hilton (1998) parent participation has positive influence on students educational attainments is 
so naturally appealing that it have considered an important ingredient for the remedy of many 
problems in education. A meta-analysis was conducted to produce the quantitative literature 
about the relationship between parental involvement and students' educational attainments, 
the findings expose meaningful relationship between parental involvement and educational 
attainments. Through moderator analysis, it was revealed that parental expectation for 
children’s academic achievement has the strongest relationship with student’s educational 
attainments.  

 
Hoover (1995) defined parental involvement broadly to include home-based activities and 
school-based activities. He argued that parental involvement is a function of a parent’s beliefs 
about parental roles and responsibilities, parent’s belief in the sense that they can help their 
children in school life, and can remove the coming difficulties and improve the performance of 
their children in the right direction. When parents get involved, children’s schooling is affected 
through their acquisition of knowledge, learning, motivation, skills, and an increased sense of 
confidence that they can succeed in school. 
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Schlosser (2005) described that different theories predict a significant effect of parental 
involvement on future academic attainments of children. The parent’s involvement is much 
more effect on the educational attainments of the students at secondary level, so there is a 
strong positive correlation between parental involvement and educational attainment, in this 
way the parents can motivate, develop interest in education, remove confusion and increase 
the abilities.  
 
Stanley & Schachter (1979) parent participation play a very crucial role in the educational 
attainments of their children, parents should check the activities of their children in three areas 
i.e. school, society and home in this way they can easily remove the difficulties of their children 
and can enhance the performance of their children. In some researches it has been observed 
that father has an important and crucial effect on the educational attainments of the children 
but in some researches mother has more effect on the educational attainments of the children. 
Combine participation of father and mother can too much increase the performance of their 
children. 
 
Role of tuition on the academic achievement of students 
Laosa G (1989) after school, students have home work to which they solve in their homes, and 
at secondary level it is not possible for the students to solve this work without any help. The 
science students observe so many things happening all around them, moreover science 
subjects require that theories and underlying principles be experimented on from time to time 
so as to prove their validity in relation to the occurrences that happen all around us. Some 
children have this in-born curiosity, they ask so many questions. Thus, the best thing is the 
parent’s participation which can do very well in fostering the qualities of your children that 
make them achieve success in life. On the other hand due to non availability of parental 
participation the home tuition is the best alternative to solve all the problems of the children. 
 
Becker B S (2001) what is the most significant advantage of private tuition? It is the opportunity 
for children to be able to improve and rely on their own skills and knowledge to come up with 
answers to how the world works. Private tuition for science subjects does involve 
experimenting on scientific principles to discover how the world works, with the help of private 
tuition they can remove their confusion, difficulties and can do best in the classroom, because 
in this stage the students are curious about different type of things. 
Benefits of private Tuition  
Goh C (2010) various benefits of private tuition for students some are listed below: 
 

 In private tuition the students are in the special attention which may be the lacking point in 
their traditional classrooms in schools.  

 Private tuition helps the students to build confidence and speed up their learning process, 
this is very important for student to discover the most effective way for learning.  

 Sometimes the students are afraid of difficult subjects, with the help of private tuition, they 
are able to focus more on those difficult subjects, also in private tuition students must take 
full advantage and try various exercises so that they are able to improve their performance. 
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 In private tuition, the students are able to share the opinions, ideas and difficulties with 
their teacher, also private tuition open every communication channel for students in which 
they participate and remove difficulties. 

 In private tuition, parents are able to get in touch with the teachers to see the progress of 
their children, in this way the parents are well informed about each and every activity of 
their children. 

 
Kay N C (2010) the importance and popularity of private tuition is increasing day by day due to 
the busy life of parents. He also explained that secondary school students who take advantage 
of private tuition are out performing their peers. Many parents believe that private tuition is 
only beneficial for younger children but it has also observes that it is equally beneficial for the 
secondary students. Moreover, private tuition for students will develop sound independent 
study skills as they focus on continuous learning on their own. For secondary school level 
students deciding on tuition program will not only help them achieve their academic goals but 
with the right levels of support and guidance will prepare them well for the next stage in their 
chosen career.  
 
Private Tuition Culture 
Barone C (2006) parents pay much more on the private tuitions of their children than the 
regular school fees in order to increase the academic ability of their children. Now in the poor 
families, parents are under tremendous pressure to send their children for private tuition, 
because due to poor quality of education in government schools. The supremacy of private 
tuition may reflect a strange academic culture where competitive pressure and high aspirations 
combine to create an environment in which tuition is seen as requirement for any kind of 
educational attainments.  
 

Hughes K (2010) as a parent you may choose a home tutor for private tuition to help your child 
who has not achieved the lecture of teacher in school. Private tuition is too much near to your 
needs, because in home tuition individual attention is provided to the children’s. Private tuition 
can increase levels of performance, confidence, motivation and readiness and develop study 
skills that can be applied on various subjects. Private tuition is not just for children; adult can 
also improve their performance and ability in this way. 
 
Charles Cheow (2010) in a school there are so many subjects are offered to the students some 
subjects are easy and according to the mental level of the students but some subjects are 
difficult and confusing these subject demand consistent guidance and supervision, so with the 
help of private tuition these difficulties can be removed.  If parents choose better tutor for their 
children then they can improve their school performance and knowledge.  When a child comes 
home with poor grade, the first thing that brings to mind is the thought of a private tuition.  
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METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY 
Population 
Population of study consisted of all the 10th class male students of higher secondary schools in 
District Dera Ismail Khan, Pakistan. 
 
Sample 

Sample # 1: Five rural male secondary schools were randomly selected, eight students 
from each school were selected in which four students were under the observation of 
their parents and four get private tuition. So total 40 students were selected in which 20 
were with the participation of their parents and 20 get private tuition.  

 
Sample # 2: Five urban male secondary schools were randomly selected, eight students 
from each school were selected in which four students were under the observation of 
their parents and four get private tuition. So total 40 students were selected in which 20 
were with the participation of their parents and 20 get private tuition.  

 
Instrument 
Questionnaire was used as an Instrument, developed and validated to get the relevant data 
about the students. Researcher personally served the questionnaire to the students, the 
students were asked to give the exact response / figure to the items.  
 
Procedure 
In order to compare the parent participation and private tuition regarding educational 
attainments of students a questionnaire was used. The questionnaire was developed, validated 
and improved in the light of feedback. Difficulties and ambiguities pointed out and removed in 
consultation with the experts in the relevant field. Researcher himself visited the schools 
distribute questionnaire and collects the data.  
 
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 
 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The data collected through Questionnaire and the scores of sample were calculated, summed 
and mean scores were calculated, “t” test and co-efficient of variation was used as statistical 
technique.  
 
Alam (2000), “Consistency or stability is used as terms opposite to variation (or dispersion). A 
data is considered more stable if it has less variation and likewise it is less stable if variation is 
more”. (p.151) 
 
Chaudhary et al (1996), “The co-efficient of variation is also used to compare the performance 
of two candidates” (p.106).  
 
Chaudhary et al (1996), the applied formulae of test were as under: 
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ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA 
The study aimed at comparing the parent’s participation and private tuition regarding academic 
achievement of students at secondary school level. 
 
Comparison of parent’s participation and private tuition regarding educational attainments of 
students of rural areas 

Group of Students N 
Group 
Mean 

S.D C.V d.f  α 
t- 

tabulated 
t-Calculated 

Parent participation 20 29.17 2.37 8.12 
 38 0.05 2.021 7.37 

Private Tuition 20 22.02 3.51  15.94 

 

 
 
The above table indicates that the mean of academic achievement of parent participation and 
private tuition were 29.17 and 22.02 respectively, SD in the scores of two samples was 2.37 and 
3.51 respectively. The obtained t-Calculated value 7.37 is greater than the t- tabulated 2.021 so 
we reject H0 and accepts H1 and concludes that there is significant difference of parent 
participation and private tuition on the academic achievements of students at secondary level. 
The difference was in the favor of those students who were under the observation of their 
parents. The Co-efficient of Variation (C.V) of parent’s participation and private tuition is 8.12 
and 15.94 respectively. Since C.V of those students who were under the observation of their 
parents is less than the private tuition students so there is consistency in the performance of 
parents participation students regarding academic achievement.  
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Comparison of parent’s participation and private tuition regarding educational attainments of 
students of urban areas 

Group of 
Students 

N 
Group 
Mean 

SD C.V d.f  α 
t- 

tabulated 
t-Calculated 

Home Tuition 20 26.15 4.03 15.41 
38 0.05 2.021 4.804 

Tuition Centers 20 19.65  4.31 21.93 

 
The above table indicates that the mean of academic achievement of parent participation and 
private tuition were 26.15 and 19.65 respectively, SD in the scores of two samples was 4.03 and 
4.31 respectively. The obtained t-Calculated value 4.804 is greater than the t- tabulated 2.021 
so we reject H0 and accepts H1 and concludes that there is significant difference of parent 
participation and private tuition on the academic achievements of students at secondary level. 
The difference was in the favor of those students who were under the observation of their 
parents. The Co-efficient of Variation (C.V) of parent participation and private tuition is 15.41 
and 21.93 respectively. Since C.V of those students who were under the observation of their 
parents is less than the private tuition students so there is consistency in the performance of 
parents participation students regarding academic achievement.  
 
SUMMARY 
The problem under study was to compare the performance of those students who were under 
the observation and control of their parents and those students who get private tuition due to 
non participation of their parents at secondary level. A comprehensive questionnaire was 
developed, validated and administered personally to the students. Data was analyzed with the 
help of t-test as a statistical analysis technique. It has been found that parents participation 
plays a very crucial role in the educational attainments of the students at secondary level as 
compared to the private tuition, because parents have emotional attachment with their 
children they can easily remove the difficulties of their children and they also pay full attention 
which is very much lacking in the schools and in the private tuitions.  
 
FINDINGS 
For rural school 
The calculated value of t-distribution is 7.37 while table value is 2.021. 
For urban school 
The calculated value of t-distribution is 4.804 while table value is 2.021. 
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CONCLUSION 
There is a significant and positive effect of parent participation on the educational attainments 
of students for rural and urban schools as compared to the private tuition. The educational 
attainments of those students who were under the control and observation of their parents is 
better than those who get private tuition. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
There are following recommendations on the bases of the findings and conclusions:- 
1. This study may indicate that parent participation play a crucial role in the performance of 

students. 
2. This study may indicate that parents can play an important role in strengthening their 

children education. 
3. The same type of research can also be applied for the female schools. 
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