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Abstract 
Nigeria’s 2011 presidential election was well run and rated credible by-election observers 
above 1999, 2003, and 2007 presidential elections but on the contrary, opposition Congress 
for Progressive Change (CPC) faulted the process and conduct of the election as 
fraudulent against the election observers’ claim consequently upon various electoral 
strategies used by the incumbent PDP. Hence, there is a need to investigate the electoral 
strategies of the incumbent PDP to settle the contending question of a certified credible 
election of the 2011 presidential election by the election’s observers. Therefore, this paper 
will identify the electoral strategies of PDP during the 2011 presidential election. This 
qualitative study involved 23 adult informants comprising 20 males and 3 females within the 
age of 33-70 years. They were selected through a purposive sampling strategy and were 
interviewed accordingly. The findings discovered from the study include financial and 
economic strategies; demographic and geographical strategies; socio-political strategies, 
regime performance, and political/campaign promises, and multifaceted strategies. These 
strategies were used to secure victory for PDP at the national level. The novelty of the present 
study is the filling of the gap in previous studies on electoral strategies and the credibility of 
the 2011 presidential election in Kaduna.  
Keywords: Electoral strategies, People’s Democratic Party, Nigeria’s 2011 Presidential 
Election, Democracy, Election 
 
Introduction 
Electoral strategies of incumbent political parties in non-consolidated democracies especially 
in Africa, Asia, and Middle East countries are a serious challenge to democratic viability, 
sustainability, and consolidation, and more importantly on election credibility and integrity. 
The global electoral strategies of incumbents against opposition parties and candidates 
according to Pippa (2014); Onapajo (2014); Dahl et al (2003); Adejumobi (2000) include the 
frustration of opposition from the ballot, redrawing of electoral districts, conducting of the 
campaign as in battlefield, harassment of media, stuffed ballot boxes, abuses of elections and 
their processes as well as electoral regulations, Lack of smoothest procedural democratic 
approach of peaceful transfer of power from a government to another, giving victory to 

 



International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences 

Vol. 1 1 , No. 12, 2021, E-ISSN: 2222-6990 © 2021 HRMARS 

1490 
 

undeserved candidates and or party. Consequentially, these have resulted in violence and civil 
war according to Bekoe (2010); Lamin (2011) across the world ranging from the United States 
of America to Asia through to Africa due to different sizes and shades of the incumbent party’s 
electoral strategies.  
 
In the Asian continent, Vietnam, North Korea, Laos, and China are not only undemocratic but 
repressive authoritarian rules (Watson & Gadaingan, 2016). While democracies in countries 
like India, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, elections were characterized by several electoral 
strategies used by incumbents to retain power (Odhikar, 2016; Abedini, 2020), Lokniti,, 2016, 
Prasad, 2013, Azad & Haidari, 2016; Nils & Michael, 2013). In several countries within the 
continent of Africa such as Zambia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Sudan, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Mauritius, Kenya, Gambia, Benin Republic, Botswana, Angola, flagrant abuses of electoral 
processes through electoral strategies of incumbent political parties also immensely 
contributed to the outbreak of violence and civil war (Baku, 2010, Lamin, 2011). 
Consequently, African elections are against the will of the people, a shadow of democratic 
legitimation, pretender of peaceful regimes’ change and electoral positive transformation, 
and, lastly, pluralist coercive elections (Hermet, 1978). Post-independence Nigeria’s 
democratic and electoral politics is characterized by all shades and sizes of electoral strategies 
of incumbent political parties aimed at winning elections at all costs. 
 
Therefore, Nigeria elections like all other African countries’ elections continue to be an 
attractive scenario for international communities’ and election observers’ attention as 
election observers' reports were repeatedly poor due to incumbents’ electoral strategies’ 
influence on the elections. Consequently, the electorates lost any confidence in the elections 
and in most cases stay off voting on election day as they certainly know that their votes don’t 
count in the selection of elective leaders. Ideally, in a democratic election under the ideal and 
good practice of democracy, Diamond (2004) admittedly states that, i) leaders of the people 
choose through free and fair elections; ii) freedom for all enfranchised persons to actively 
participate in choosing their leaders in both politics and civic life; iii) adequate protection of 
the human rights of all citizens and, iv) laws and procedures apply equally to all citizens. 
Similarly, Beetham (1998) also prescribed ideal principles of democracy to include where 
there are human rights and where rights and responsibilities are preserved, the existence of 
dignity of the individual person and the guaranteeing of right to a controlling influence over 
public decisions and decision-makers, and that they should be treated with equal respect and 
as of equal worth in the context of such decisions. 
 
From these features, in principle, it then applies to all countries under a democratic practice 
to adhere and abide strictly by the democratic injunctions. It is on this standpoint that the 
researchers agreed that the electoral strategies of the incumbent People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) during Nigeria’s fourth republic democratic elections in 1999, 2003, and particularly the 
2007’s presidential elections (Akubo & Yakubu, 2014) were not in congruence with the reality 
of elections under the ideal democratic principles as reveals by scholars and particularly by 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union. Because of its peculiar characteristics which were contrary to 
ideal keys of democracy in line with Diamond, 2004; and Beetham (1998). Based on the 
revelations from Tar & Zack-Williams (2007) as well as election observers such as EU EOM, 
1999; Carter Centre, 2003; IRI, 2007, TMG, (2007) these Nigeria’s presidential elections were 
characterized by irregularities such as overinflated vote returns, voters’ disenfranchisement, 
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ballot stuffing, and snatching, and clear manifestation of cases of result alteration, etc. 
specifically during the 2007 presidential election to mention but just a few. These are results 
and outcomes of abuses of procedural rules and regulations and manipulations contrary to 
global acceptable democratic electoral best practices. Consequentially, this resulted in 
protests and violence by supporters of opposition parties that led to the killings of several 
persons recorded in many states across the federation of Nigeria. Similarly, while virtually all 
the foreign and local election observers such as EU EOM, 1999; Carter Centre, 2003; IRI, 2007, 
TMG, 2007) agreed in their reports on the 2011 presidential election as the election that met 
the necessary minimum standard of electoral best practices and rated substantially credible, 
free and fair election as the conduct and process of the election followed the important steps 
that strengthen Nigeria’s future democracy particularly that the election was characterized 
by peace and minimal violence (European Union Observation Mission, EU EOM, 2011). 
 
However, the strongest opposition party, Congress for Progressive Change (CPC) claimed that 
the conduct and process of the election lacked the basic principles of a democratic election 
(as enumerated by Diamond, 2004; and Beetham (1998). The CPC disclosed that the 
incumbent People’s Democratic Party (PDP) fraudulently employed different electoral 
strategies to rig the election to her favour and secured the victory in the presidential throne 
through overinflated vote returns, voters’ disenfranchisement, ballot stuffing, and snatching, 
and clear manifestation of cases of result alteration, etc (Kofo, 2012). The CPC, therefore, 
called for the cancellation of the presidential election result and when the result was not 
canceled, the supporters of the CPC protested the election which eventually resulted in 
deadly post-election violence that erupted from Kaduna and claimed the lives of over 800 
people within 72 two hours (Human Rights Watch, 2011). Based on the revelations, there 
exists a gap between the ideal democratic electoral principles and Nigeria’s 1999, 2003, and 
2007 as discovered by the researcher’s contrary to Diamond, 2004; Beetham (1998)’s ideal 
democratic principles as earlier enumerated. 
 
These attributes of ideal democracy and democratic elections seem missing in the conduct 
and processes of the Nigeria presidential elections of 1999, 2003, and 2007 and even in the 
acclaimed credible election of the 2011 presidential election. Therefore, the research 
question answered by the present study is, ‘what are the electoral strategies of People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) during the 2011 presidential election in Kaduna Nigeria in relation to 
credibility?’ with the sole objective of the present study being to ‘to examine the electoral 
strategies of People’s Democratic Party (PDP) during the 2011 presidential election in Kaduna 
Nigeria’. 
   
Literature Review 
The section reveals the various academic and scholarly literature from previous studies that 
are not only related to the study but provides a benchmark of a standpoint for the present 
study. In this vein, the conceptual connections derived from the previous studies include 
electoral strategies of political parties and the gap left behind which informed the undertaking 
of the present study on electoral strategies of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) during the 
2011 presidential election in Kaduna Nigeria. It is also argued by Daniel 2009; Raffles et al 
(2018) that the theory of the study of socio-political science has it that apart from the 
functions of recruitment of members as well as political socialization and political 
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communication, political parties also perform the function arrangement of strategies to be 
adopted for winning other political parties in democratic elections. 
 
In line with this, a study carried out in Indonesia by Waldi et al., (2018) on ‘The strategy of 
political parties in winning legislative elections in Indonesia studies in Dharmasyara district’ 
reveals that strategies adopted by parties (at least 15 political parties including 12 national 
parties and 3 local parties) in the district in question in order to win the election include 
political marketing where parties continuously paid attention not only to channeling all their 
campaign to the aspirations of the people through the political campaign on a long term basis 
(Firmnzah, 2007) but to purposely make the voters the subject of priority in parties ideologies 
so as for voters to build trust in the party that eventually transform to votes in the election 
(Waldi et al., 2018). Another is the creation of party awareness of the challenges of the voters 
so as to amend their ways and providing understanding between the party and the 
community of voters before the election. The last sets of strategies according to the study 
include: 

“To understand, master, and animate the political platform that their parties 
are fighting for. To also make party figures the political face for each of the 
socialization of their victory, to seriously form a network in the electoral area. 
Candidates for the legislature must also make face-to-face visit meetings with 
the people in their constituencies about the territorial area and the situation, 
social, political, cultural, and economic conditions of the population in the 
environment” (Waldi et al 2018:22).  
 

Results show that these strategies helped the parties in Indonesia to achieve voter turn-out 
as it was explained that in general the percentage of community voting rights in the 
legislative, presidential, and vice-presidential elections reached 73.47%. The high percentage 
indicates that enthusiasm for choosing the community is quite high in Dharmasraya Regency 
as the level of community attendance reached 80.95%. For example, electoral district I, which 
includes four sub-districts, namely Pulau Punjung, Sitiung, Tempeh, and Sembilan Koto (Hans 
(2018) Of the total number of permanent voters list 57,174, the level of public attendance 
reached 49,470. Then the second electoral district covers four sub-districts, namely Koto 
Baru, Tiumang, Padang Laweh, and Koto Salak Subdistricts, out of the total number of 
permanent voters list 43,620 voters, there was 38.552 people attendance rate. Hans (2018). 
Next is Election III which covers three Sub-districts, namely Sungai Rumbai, Koto Besar, and 
Asam Jujuhan sub-districts, of the total number of permanent voter lists of 36,188, the 
attendance rate of 29,899 voters (Hans, 2018). Another scholar, Han (2018), also in a study 
pointed out that the ‘responsible party model’ of political representation did holds that 
political parties need to represent the policy of their supporters as this is normatively 
desirable most particularly where citizens in a democracy are represented by and through 
political parties. Therefore, political parties are under obligation to provide programme or 
policy options to enable voters to have meaningful electoral options and choices. However, 
evidence is available according to Hans (2018) that the strategy could only be effective when 
competition existing between parties are within a unidimensional policy space otherwise it 
will have a negative electoral effect. Hans argues that representing and maintaining 
voter/supporter policy could only be achieved in western consolidated democracy 
particularly in Western Europe.  
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Based on this position, Han (2018:2) succinctly disclosed that if position blurring is a useful 
strategy, for political parties then parties may or may not likely blur the policy position they 
take but the parties do this strategy if voter polarization on a particular issue provides the 
party incentives to present blurred or clear positions on the issue in question. Hans further 
stressed that the choice of party to either take a position on either blurred or clear position 
is usually determined by the priority of the party. Hans concludes that the data on party 
position and public opinion in Europe they use shows that if voters are polarized political 
parties present clearer positions on issues and concentrate on to primarily mobilize on and 
then fewer clear positions on other available issues that are secondary. Evidently, as Han 
(2018) admits from the findings that are in the literature of comparative politics, position 
blurring is harmful in a two-party system that competes in single-issue dimension for example 
in the United States of America unlike in multiparty states like as in Western Europe where 
competition is two or more dimensions. As pointed out earlier under the introduction to this 
study, several scholarly works have been carried out in Asia and Africa in particular and these 
studies exposed the electoral strategies of incumbent political parties. The studies are the 
ones conducted in Asia countries particularly in Vietnam, North Korea, Laos, and China by 
Watson and Gadaingan (2016) while other studies include that of Lokniti (2015); Prasad 
(2013); Ordikar (2016); Abedni (2020); Azad and Haidari (2016); Nils and Michael (2013) 
carried on India, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan. The products of these electoral strategies of 
incumbents’ parties and or leaders in these countries were lack of credible election, crisis, 
violence, and ethnic rivalries. 
 
Similarly, scholars like Adejumobi (2000) also disclosed that in African countries such as 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Sudan, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Mauritius, Kenya, Gambia, Benin 
Republic, Botswana, Angola, and many more experienced severe democratic retreat due to 
different sizes and shades of incumbent electoral strategies which resulted to outright and 
flagrant violation of the principles of democracy in relation to electoral processes and 
conducts and such elections produced negative consequences of a free and fair and credible 
election. It was also disclosed by scores of scholars like Adejumobi (2007); Alumona (2007); 
Suberu (2007); Onu and Momoh (2005); Anifowose and Babawale (2003) to mention but just 
a few that the incumbent political parties over the years have truncated Nigeria's democracy 
through their electoral strategies and have had a serious setback on conducting a credible, 
free and fair election. Consequently, produced elections that lacked credibility, free and 
fairness of electoral procedural rules and resulted in cases of staying off voting, protest, and 
violence as elections lacked merits in terms of democratic principles. Elections results were 
also manipulated at a higher frequency based on apparent violation of electoral processes 
against the internationally acceptable electoral best practices. In fact, even where election 
observers made observations, incumbents disregard implementing the observations in 
subsequent elections. These were the scenario of Nigeria's elections from independence up 
to the first three general elections of 1999, 2003, and 2007.   
 
In Nigeria’s 2011 presidential election unlike the 1999, 2003, and 2007 presidential elections, 
results of the official report of election observers such as EU EOM, 2011, IRI, 2011; Carter 
Centre, 2011, and Bekoe (2011) portrayed that the influence of electoral strategies of the 
incumbent People’s Democratic Party (PDP) during the election was insignificant hence the 
observers' reports show a significant improvement in the process, conduct, and management 
of the election and proved that the election met the international conditions for global 
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electoral best practices and as a result, the elections were substantially credible. Though the 
election was rated as credible due to lack of evidential proof of the substantial influence of 
electoral strategies of the incumbent People’s Democratic Party influence on the election, the 
opposition party, Congress for Progressive Change (CPC) disagreed with the election 
observers report and in a protest (Kofo, 2012) declared that the 2011 presidential election 
like any other fourth republic presidential election was characterized by PDP electoral 
strategies and manipulations hence, the party rejected the result declaration of the PDP 
Presidential Candidate as the winner of the 2011 Presidential election by Nigeria’s electoral 
umpire, the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC). Consequently, the rejection 
of the election result by the opposition CPC resulted in the highest level of post-electoral 
violence and violence in Nigeria’s democratic electoral history which left over 800 people 
dead and various valuable properties destroyed as a result of an election that was rated 
credible by renowned election observers such as European Union Election Observation 
Mission, International Republic Institute, ECOWAS Monitoring Group, Carter Centre, and 
many more. 
 
While reviewed studies across the world, in Asia, Africa, and previous elections in Nigeria 
before the 2011 presidential election were said to be manipulated through incumbent parties 
electoral strategies and consequent lack of credibility producing intended and unintended 
consequences of protest, crisis, violence, and war, the same cannot be said of 2011 
presidential election because the election was certified free and fair by certified and globally 
acceptable and acclaimed election observers. Equally worth mentioning and celebrated about 
the 2011 presidential election in Nigeria was that the election was insignificantly influenced 
by minor electoral strategies of PDP as testified by-election observers such as the European 
Union Election Observation Mission, International Republican Institute, and others (EU EOM, 
2011, IRI, 2011). The accusation by the Congress for Progressive Change (CPC) with regard to 
electoral strategies used by PDP to manipulate the election to her victory during the 2011 
presidential election is unique. This is because the election was conducted and the process 
was proved to have met conditions for global electoral best practices made as testified by 
election observers. Therefore, Nigeria’s 2011 presidential election was unique and different 
from other global and previous Nigeria’s presidential elections because a certified credible is 
not supposed to be contestable hence, it becomes a case worthy of study. As a result, the 
present study is worthy of study in relation to the electoral strategies of the incumbent PDP 
so as to understand why an election that was rated credible still produced the highest level 
of disagreement in Nigeria and led to the deaths of over 800 people. The present study 
becomes paramount due to the scanty study of in-depth research on electoral strategies of 
PDP and credibility of the 2011 presidential election in Kaduna Nigeria by previous scholars 
particularly Olawale (2007); Oamen (2018); Olusola (2011); Ademilokun and Taiwo (2013). 
Olawale (2007) examined “A review of campaign strategies of three political parties” namely 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP), All Nigeria People’s Party (ANPP), and Action Congress (AC) 
while Oamen (2018) focused on “Discursive Strategies in Nigeria’s 2015 Facebook Campaign 
discourse”. The scholar examined the campaign comments posted on the Facebook wall 
between January-April 2015 on the Facebook pages of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
and All Progressive Congress (APC) governorship contestants in Lagos State Nigeria in 2015. 
Also, Olusola (2011) researched “Discourse strategies in a political campaign in Nigeria” where 
he focused on the political language used in the 1993 presidential election in Nigeria and how 
the language influenced the campaign. Then, Ademilokun & Taiwo (2013), on the other hand, 
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investigated “Discursive Strategies in a newspaper campaign advertisement for Nigeria’s 2011 
elections”. 
 
The reviews of previous literature showed that studies relating to electoral strategies of 
political parties left a gap behind that supports the undertaking of the present study on 
electoral strategies of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) during the 2011 presidential 
election in Kaduna Nigeria. Scholars such as Waldi et al (2018) using his study in Indonesia 
supported this study that there are functions of arrangement of strategies adopted by 
political parties for winning other political parties in democratic elections such as long-term 
political marketing which usually transform into electoral votes for parties on election day. 
Han (2018) on the other hand submits from his study that policy supported by party 
supporters remains the normative and desirable strategies parties pursue in a democracy 
therefore, parties are under obligation to provide program or policy options to enable voters 
to have those meaningful electoral options and choices. However, Han humbly submits that 
effective when competition existing between parties are within a unidimensional policy which 
is easily realizable in western consolidated democracies particularly in Western Europe. From 
Asia and Africa based on studies that have been carried out exposed the electoral strategies 
of incumbent political parties. The studies in Asia were conducted by Watson and Gadaingan 
(2016); Lokniti (2015); Prasad (2013), Ordikar (2016); Akran and Das (2006); Abedni (2020); 
Azad and Haidari (2016); Nils and Michael (2013) showed that electoral strategies of 
incumbent’s parties and or leaders in these countries produces lack of credible election which 
consequentially breeds war, crisis, violence, and ethnic rivalries. Similarly, In Africa, 
Adejumobi (2000) in his study using scores of African countries disclosed that electoral 
strategies of incumbents’ breeds’ severe democratic retreat due to different sizes and shades 
of outright and flagrant violation of the principles of democracy in relation to electoral 
processes and conducts. Therefore, these elections under the African leaders’ incumbents 
produced negative consequences of a free and fair, and credible election. It was also disclosed 
by scores of scholars like Adejumobi (2007); Alumona (2007); Suberu (2007); Onu and Momoh 
(2005); Anifowose and Babawale (2003) that incumbent political parties over the years have 
truncated Nigeria's democracy through their electoral strategies and have had a serious 
setback on conducting a credible, free and fair election. Consequently, election conduct and 
processes showed lacked credibility, free and fairness of electoral procedural rules and 
resulted in cases of electoral manipulations and electoral violence. The scenario that 
characterized the post-independence elections was still not missing in the fourth Republic 
elections in 1999, 2003, and 2007. While these studies reveal different parties’ strategies and 
lack of credibility, the electoral strategies of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and election 
credibility during the 2011 presidential election in Kaduna Nigeria were neglected by the 
previous scholars hence this gap in literature informed the researchers to carry out the 
present study.  
 
Research Methodology 
The study design for the present study adopts by the researchers in qualitative research. 
There are reasons for adopting qualitative research design for the present study, electoral 
strategies of People’s Democratic Party (PDP) during the 201 presidential elections in Kaduna. 
The motives are centered on the fact that it is established on logical and scientific truth that 
the design is rich and deeper in the understanding of a phenomenon. It also gives insights to 
researchers to as well understand the reasons for the occurrence of behaviours of informants 
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and help informants to freely express themselves. Purposive sampling (a non-probability 
sampling technique) was adopted for the study as it is usually very suitable and useful for 
qualitative studies. Secondly, it helps in the identification and selection of relevant informants 
who are both considered experienced, knowledgeable, and willing to fully participate in the 
study and provides relevant information that led the researchers to achieve the objective of 
the research. Key informants for the study were drawn from among the staff of the 
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), top members of staff of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), and the former members of the defunct Congress for Progressive 
Change (CPC), Traditional rulers of the specific study areas, religious leaders of both 
Christianity and Islamic religions, civil society activists, non-governmental organization staff 
and lastly, the academia.  
 
In all, twenty-three (23) informants within the age bracket of 32 to 70 were used for the study 
as they were all knowledgeable and experienced in the phenomenon under study. The gender 
of the informants used for the study includes 3 females and 20 males towards ensuring gender 
representativeness in the study. The data was collected from the selected informants through 
an in-depth face-to-face interview conducted with the informants at the respective chosen 
places of their interest. Phase one commenced on 18th December 2017 and ended on 19th 
March 2018 while the second phase took off on the 2nd July 2019 and ended on 14th 
September 2019. The interview was conducted using the set of semi-structured questions 
contained in the interview guide.  
 
Thematic analysis format is the basic tool of analysis used for the present study adopted using 
the six stages as enunciated by Merriam (2014); Creswell (2013). The organization of the data 
includes the manual transcription of the recorded data using Microsoft word, sorting of data 
which consequently resulted in the emergence of six themes which are financial and 
economic strategies; demographic and geographical Strategies; Socio-political strategies, 
Regime's Performance, and political/campaign promises, and lastly, the multifaceted 
strategies. Others stages include coding of data that brought descriptive themes and 
subsequent code labels and it equally results in reporting in rich narrative forms. Another 
phase is the descriptive presentation of views of the informants achieved through comparing 
field data to established views and data in the reviewed literature relating to the study. This 
exercise empowered the researchers to establish the gap created by the present study. The 
sixth and last stage of data analysis is the validation of finding. This stage is called the proof 
of the accuracy of the findings of the present research. The validation includes triangulation 
validation done through sources of data collection using primary and secondary sources, 
triangulation in data collection instruments documentary, and qualitative in-depth interview. 
Other evidence of validation of finding includes the peer examination, member checking, and 
adequate involvement in data collection by the researchers, thick description of findings 
through direct quotations from the views and opinions of informants as well as validation of 
transcribed data by informants after the interview through a hardcopy of transcribed data 
submitted to them after interviews. Therefore, consequent upon these validation 
instruments, the present research is valid and reliable. 
 
Findings  
The findings of the data analysis obtained from the 23 informants of the study produced five 
themes which include financial and economic strategies; demographic and geographical 
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strategies; socio-political strategies, regime performance and political or campaign promises, 
and multifaceted strategies. These themes represent the core findings therefore, we have five 
findings that emerged from the study. These findings are the five core electoral strategies 
used by the PDP during the 2011 presidential election in Kaduna, Nigeria. Overall, there are 
12 subthemes that emerged from the five themes. In view of these, the research question 
was favourably answered based on the findings that emerged from the study. Therefore, it 
could be asserted that the present research provides ready-made answers to the previous 
studies such as Osmah and Ikelegbe (2009); Lawal (2015); Olakunle et al. (2019) whose 
researches were not able to unveil the electoral strategies of the People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) used apart from rigging and manipulation they claimed. It was discovered too from the 
finding that the electoral strategies of PDP during the 2011 presidential election in Kaduna 
are both intended and unintended strategies and lastly, the PDP strategies in Kaduna during 
the 2011 presidential election was the same as the strategies of the party in other states in 
Nigeria during the period under study. 
 
While investigating the electoral strategies used by PDP during the 2011 presidential election 
in Kaduna in line with the objective which is ‘to examine the electoral strategies of the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) during the 2011 presidential election in Kaduna Nigeria, 
virtually all the respondents testified the use of both money and some economic and material 
resources on voters in varying capacities both during the campaign period and on the election 
day. 
 
Financial and Economic Strategies 

Financial and economic strategies is one of the core strategies used by the incumbent 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) during the 2011 presidential election in Kaduna Nigeria. The 
strategies were seen by the informants as a very strong weapon that enhanced the victory of 
the incumbent PDP during the election under study. The views, comments and reporting of 
the exact things seen and witnessed by the informants are hereby presented. The 
respondents vividly described the use of money on the electorates by the incumbent PDP 
during the 2011 presidential election thus:  

…in our election work, there are people you have to drop a car of N20M for 
them. These are the wholesale election fathers that you know. All these are 
not in the electoral law but the laws outside the electoral laws are stronger 
and more potent than the electoral laws. If you don't honour all these non-
electoral laws, you cannot go anywhere in politics. These unwritten electoral 
laws are the major determinant of election and you need money to do all 
these. So, all these are the strategies PDP used (Informant 7) 
 

Similarly, a member of the opposition party admits that: 
The PDP used money very well in the 2011 presidential election because they 
have the money as an incumbency party. If the PDP did not give people 
money, they will give them clothes of assorted types where they distribute it 
to the people (Informant 2). 
 

Non-party affiliate informants disclosed that: 
The PDP had money, they had the fund and they had the representatives and 
these representatives contributed to the party so they had money at their 
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disposal to dish out to the electorates. Again, a night to the election I also 
knew that PDP used money. In the location where I lived during that 2011 
election, PDP members were going from one house to house sharing money 
with people in other to lure them into voting for them. Money was shared, 
foodstuffs were shared, and other things. These were some of the strategies 
that PDP used to gain support from the electorates (Informant 5). 
 

Demonstrating that PDP used money and material items on the electorate even on election 
day to influence their vote in the party’s favour, an informant said:  

During the time of the campaign, PDP came out with enough money and they 
shared it with people. They also shared foods, such as staple foods, rice which 
they bagged in small rice bags. They used to target people to see that it is at 
the time that people needed assistance that they did share for them the items. 
Even on the day of the election, right on the line, they will go to the women to 
give money (Informant 14).   
 

Another informant revealed the strategy used in sharing of which is mostly in the night. The 
informant declared as follow: 

During the time of the campaign, PDP came out with enough money and they 
shared it with people. They also shared foods, such as staple foods, rice which 
they bagged in small rice bags. They used to target people to see that it is at 
the time that people needed assistance that they did share for them the items. 
Even on the day of the election, right on the line, they will go to the women to 
give money (Informant 15). 
 

One member of the ruling PDP also revealed the use of money by the party saying: 
Like if we enter some area, if we see that the people in that area are old 
people, we cannot use a grinding machine or something like this, then we 
share money with them. But strong people, we do not give them money but 
only to show them how they can use something like this and buy those things 
for them but other people that are unable to do anything, we can use money 
give them or we carry rice share for them, a bag of rice and soap share for 
them (Informant 13). 
 

An Informant also revealed that money was given to various youth organizations to silence 
them. The informant disclosed this in the following sentences: 

Ok, One, I told you they went to the youth organization, women organization 
and traditional rulers then they used these types of organs to spend money 
for them and give them. The main reason for convincing them is that they 
knew that if they announce that PDP won with having this type of 
organization so now there is going to be a problem so they went and give 
money to all these organizations. So even if they rigged the election and they 
won, people will just keep quiet because of those organizations (Informant 
20) 
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A revelation was also made by many of the informants regarding vote-buying by the ruling 
PDP during the 2011 presidential election. He asserts that: 

Money, money is inclusive too because there is voting buying, Vote-buying? 
(Researcher asked). Yes, vote-buying. They do know how to strategize their 
agents so that when electorates come to vote instead of making a secret of 
the ballot paper, he will show them I have voted you and somebody in the 
corner somebody is expected to pay him a certain amount of money for 
casting his votes for their political parties. So, this vote-buying too was very 
very clear and glaring to those of us that are observers in the field (Informant 
22) 

  
National Spread and Recognition of PDP in Nigeria: A Strategy 
 It was also revealed by some informants that a strategy available for the PDP which gave 
them an edge above other political parties during the 2011 presidential election is their 
national and geographical spread. More than any political party, informants testified of the 
functioning offices in all the 774 local governments, 36 states of the federation, and national 
headquarters at Abuja, the Federal Capital Territory of Nigeria. 
An informant attest that:  
 

The PDP has national coverage while the CPC and other political parties such 
as the ACN did not have as big or national coverage as the PDP. Some of these 
political parties never had party offices in some of the states of the Federation 
…The PDP because it has that national coverage, has acceptance in all the 
regions and so not only that they have more connection but because they 
were able to garner up to the required percentage and so their candidate won 
(Informant 5) 
 

Similarly, another informant supported the claim made by Informant 5 that PDP is a national 
party but besides and more importantly: 

PDP is having this national outlook because it embraces everybody and you 
know, having a level of checks and balances among themselves, they know 
about power shift among them. So, anybody can identify with them because 
the people feel that they have equal representation (Informant 9). 
 

An informant states that PDP is not only a national party but a religious party because: 
PDP is the only political party that if you are a Muslim, you are a member if 
you are a Christian, you are a member, even if you don’t have religion, and 
you are a Nigeria, you will join PDP... Even if you don’t have anything but are 
a Nigeria, you will join PDP because there is no barrier to membership of PDP. 
At that time if you go to someplace, they don’t know what the CPC party is. 
People don’t even know the meaning of CPC (Informant 10). 
 

Finally, one of the Informants declared that the least number of PDP members you will see 
in each polling unit across the federation is 50 persons. 

When you look at PDP as National Party, there is no polling unit in Nigeria 
from that time up to date where you will not find a PDP of up to 50 members. 
So, during the 2011 election, we won that election woefully because Nigerians 
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believe that PDP is a national party. As I said earlier, PDP is a national party 
so in PDP once you are competent, nobody will do anything if you come out, 
they will vote for you (Informant 21) 

 

Social and Political Strategies 

There are several social and political strategies used by the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
during the 2011 presidential election in Kaduna as disclosed by the informants. These include, 
use of social media, printing, and electronic media, use of zoning & power-sharing and 
distribution of governance portfolios, creation of new chiefdoms and a new office for 
traditional rulers, incumbency advantages, the appointment of new & credible electoral 
management board chairman, use of intensive campaign, use of popular candidate for 
elective posts, use of political propaganda, secret recruitment of PDP as INEC card carriers 
and Ad-hoc staff, regime’s performance and political/campaign promises, and multifaceted 
strategies. Informants revealed that social media was one of the strategies used by the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) during the 2011 presidential election because of the wider 
knowledge and use of social media among the youths. 
 

You know social media are now playing a major role in the election. You go to 
the youth, you strategize with them, and then because no youth in Nigeria 
today that doesn't know to use this social media thing. So that is the fastest 
way of communicating with them. So, you have to strategize and target who 
you want to use (Informant 1) 
 

And some other informants declared that the PDP and other parties had several options 
relating to which media they would like to use as their media of campaign because they 
have opportunities available  

…It all depends on what you used. We get to see them through the media. If 
you go to NTA (Nigerian Television Authority) and it doesn’t work, you have 
the choice of going to Channels Television or the choice of going to any other 
medium… (Informant 9). 
 

Informants admitted that one of the strongest strategies adopted by PDP during the 2011 
presidential election in Kaduna is zoning whereby the PDP the political portfolios available in 
PDP to people from the six geo-political zones of the country. This strategy enhances equal 
representation. 
  

I told you PDP has a strategy of allowing each person to try his popularity 
among his people across Nigeria. We have what we called, zoning and power-
sharing. Before we (PDP) go into the election, we share the various position 
say this one goes to this zone and that one goes to that zone. While the 
president goes to this zone, the speaker goes to that zone and the senate 
president goes to that zone (Informant 1) 

Similarly, the governance portfolio of the country was distributed to the different ethnic 
groups not minding minority or majority characters of the federation. 

… another strategy is equitability in the process of governance. You found out 
for the first time in the governance of this country some minorities never 
believed they will be where they are as they found themselves there. When 
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Obasanjo was president, you found that the very small minority found 
themselves controlling positions that are ministers and ministers of finance 
etc something like that due to the portfolio (Informant 1) 
 

Another strategy that really supplements PDP electoral victory according to informants is the 
strategy of splitting previous traditional kingdoms' rulership into smaller ones and upgrading 
traditional rulers to higher ones. This started from the time of Governor Markarfi in Kaduna. 

PDP also adopted the strategies of creating a new office for new traditional 
rulers and chiefdoms especially in Kaduna State. This strategy helps PDP very 
well and they use these traditional rulers extensively in winning elections 
because they always coerced them to make sure their domain is delivered to 
PDP during the election otherwise their position will be threatened. The 
creation of these chiefdoms started in Kaduna from the time of the PDP 
Governor Makarfi when he created so many chiefdoms when he came to 
power to use them to secure the second tenure in office… The popular slogan 
of these traditional rulers when it is time for elections is “I am thinking for my 
Rauwuna”. Rauwuna is a Hausa language and by interpretation, it means my 
chieftaincy title. As a result of these, the traditional rulers will all work for the 
PDP to make sure that they delivered their chiefdom to the PDP during any of 
the elections to avoid being removed from the throne (Informant 2) 

  
Incumbency Power of PDP 

At the federal, state, and local government levels before the 2011 presidential was not only 
a great added advantage to PDP to have sailed gallantly in the 2011 presidential election 
among all the political parties but it helped the party to have secure victory. While virtually 
all the informants acknowledged this fact, only the following informants’ view succinctly 
represents that entire opinion of all others.  
 

The first strategy that I could say is that PDP has the Government… Patrick 
Yakowa used his power of incumbency at that time to do so many 
manipulations of the presidential elections in Zone 3 in favour of the PDP and 
this happened to be the zone that Patrick Yakowa came from. These two 
issues of Yakowa being the Acting Governor in 2011 as well as haven came 
from zone 3 helped greatly to strengthen the power of PDP in zone 3 especially 
during the 2011 presidential election PDP had the incumbent power at that 
time to do whatever they feel like they want to do. So that is what we 
suspected that they were doing during that time (Informant 2) 
 

 In the same vein, another informant says: 
Sincerely speaking that time PDP used the incumbency power at that time 
(Informant 8). And… they (PDP) have the government (incumbent power) and 
they have a lot of powerful people (Informant 9). 

 In another development, there was the: 
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Appointment of a Credible and Principal INEC (Independent National Electoral Commission) 
Chairman. 
Professor Attahiru Jega based on the view, opinions, and comments of the returned glory to 
INEC and for the first time in 10 years Nigeria electorates reposed confidence on INEC to be 
able to conduct a credible, transparent and clean election where the votes of the electorate 
will count. So, the appointment of Jega led to increasing political participation of the 
enfranchised Nigerians and earned PDP victory at the poll. 

You know that as of 2011, Professor Attahiru Jega has been already the 
Chairman of INEC. And when Jega came in, everybody knows him as a man of 
integrity (Informant 1) 

   
Intensive Campaign by PDP  
An intensive campaign by PDP is one of the discoveries from the study that proved a strong 
reason for PDP's triumph nationally during the 2011 presidential election. Both opposition 
informants and incumbents’ party informants and others strongly acknowledged that PDP 
indeed really campaigned more than other political parties in that 2011 presidential elections. 
The major contributors to this opinion are informant 15, 16, and 21 in the following words: 
  
House-to-house campaign was intensive and widespread across Kaduna:  

Aaah 2011, one thing I would like to say is our way of campaigning. As of 
2011, we struggle to win the election through the intensive campaign. We 
made and move from house-house and door-door campaign. And our campus 
deals with awareness (Informant 15) 

  
The campaign was done by PDP vigorously not minding their incumbency position:  

During the campaign period, PDP campaigned so much that as if they are not 
the party in power ruling the country. They came up all out so that no matter 
how you think, they will take you to the side. Are they not the one ruling, why 
are they so eager out for the campaign? People expect the ruling party to 
relax or even set up the machinery to rig the election. They came out in 
numbers; they came out in numbers above the expectation (Informant 16). 
 

PDP in their campaign combed all nooks and crannies of Kaduna and Nigeria:  
I can assure you that PDP has gone to campaign everywhere. Everywhere, 
there is no polling unit that PDP has not gone to campaign not once, not twice, 
not thrice. At least someplace, the PDP went there about seven times to seek 
the opinion of the mandate of the people. So, there is no political party as at 
that 2011 presidential election, there is no political party that campaigned 
like PDP. I challenge and I said no, there is no political party that campaigned 
like PDP (Informant 21) 

  
The adoption of a popular candidate for the elective positions 

The adoption of a popular candidate for the elective positions was identified in the course 
of investigation by the researchers as a very useful strategy by PDP during the 2011 
presidential election.  

We normally look at which candidate is a popular candidate. If we look that 
this candidate is popular, we pick the person for the ticket. Look at what 
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happened in Sokoto. The governorship election was won by Shagari, Murktar 
Shagari. When PDP realized that Wamako was the popular candidate, so 
being the governor, he defected to PDP, and PDP called the attention of 
Shagari to withdraw his candidature for governorship contest and to support 
Wamako so that he could be his running mate. So with the support of 
Wamako by Shagari and merged with Shagari based on the popularity those 
two people have, they make the people support PDP in the presidential race 
and that is how we won the presidential election in that area in Sokoto State 
(Informant 21)  

  
Use of Political Propaganda by Supporters of the Incumbent PDP  
Another finding from the study is the use of political propaganda by supporters of the 
incumbent PDP in 2011 to instill fear in the opposition parties that election results in favour 
of opposition parties shall be denied and votes be counted as PDP votes. This by implication 
is a strategy to weaken the oppositions. 

The number one strategy is propaganda. They used much propaganda and 
instilled fear in the minds of the people as such most of the people believed 
that the CPC would win the election but it will not be announced. That was 
the PDP supporters telling the CPC supporters that you are just wasting your 
time because you will win the election but you will not be given (Informant 
12) 

  
Secret Recruitment of Card Carriers of PDP as INEC Ad-hoc Staff during the 2011 presidential 
election 

There was a Secret Recruitment of Card Carriers of PDP as INEC Ad-hoc Staff during the 2011 
presidential election. This revelation emerged from the findings of the study as obtained from 
the informants. The opinion was put as thus: 

We saw PDP political parties during the 2011 presidential election who make 
sure that the umpire which is the Independent National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) has room for them to bring in candidates who were ad-hoc staff and 
with that we're able to manipulate the election. Most of the ad-hoc staff used 
during those elections were strictly card-carrying members and some were 
people who were working closely than with the ruling party. So, this one of 
the strategies then the ruling political party used in overcoming the other 
political parties as regards the elections in 2011. 
 

The informant further stressed that the secret recruitment the incumbent did greatly help the 
ruling party to manipulate the outcome of the election. 

There are others, but because of the eye, which is very, very strange and very 
cunning. Politicians are very cunning in the sense that they deal with methods 
that have to deal with where they see that they do not have strong-hold, this 
ad-hoc staff that I mentioned, they connive with supervisors who are 
supposed to be suppliers of electoral materials, ballot papers inclusive, they 
strategized to deploy fewer materials in where they do not have a stronghold. 
And where they have a stronghold, they supplied these materials in 
abundance. So, these are some of the strategies that we observers see, 
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observed, and noticed that could help the ruling political parties in 
dominating the other political parties: 

  
Regime’s Performance and political/Campaign promise 

The fourth findings from the research concern the strategies of PDP is related to the 
performances of PDP from 1999-2011. Informants say that the PDP: 

Strategy number 1 is performance. PDP has been in government already. She 
has performed well and people will have to vote according to what they have 
and saw (Informant 1) 
 

Informant itemized the performances to include: 
Virtually every project, every development project could point at PDP. 
Virtually every bridge, every university, and so many things came when PDP 
was in power (Informant 7) …People have to see what happened to 
development since 1999-2011 and they realized that we have done the best. 
We did try our best and if we are given the opportunity, we shall try our best 
again but PDP has done well from 1999-2011 (Informant 15) and the people 
understand us more. They realize that there was a reduction in prices, the 
creation of the Niger Delta ministry, and others. We have done a lot, creation 
of Mega station outside NNPC in all the states (Informant 15). Also, there is a 
scholarship. They gave people scholarships, they sponsor them (Informant 
15). PDP says we engaged them in poverty alleviation. So, if you don’t have 
good qualifications, we will create for you poverty alleviation so that you can 
earn something, we give fertilizers to them at a cheaper rate for them to farm. 
PDP used to do this by asking, for instance, me to come with 100 people and 
they will assist them in employment, in fact, in Kaballa I assisted more than 
20 Youths here for employment. (Informant 17).  
 

In view of all these, an informant sums up as he revealed that: 
All together, they used all those one to speak to us or under these campaign 
promises that they will do this and that… (Informant 9) 

Finally, it was testified by informants that: 
One of the major factors that worked for the PDP then was the even 
distribution of development (Informant 23). 
 

Multifaceted Strategy 
The fifth and final strategy used by PDP during the 2011 presidential election is the 
multifaceted strategy. Informant describes the multifaceted strategy as a no strategy 
because: 

They can use plan B or they can even jump plan B and use plan C. If they realize 
that people may discover what PDP is intended to do, on the right-hand side, 
they can easily turn it to the left. So, for you to know what is behind you, it is 
too late. So, PDP as a political party is a very smart political party in Africa. 
The party has plans A, B, and c. If plan A failed, automatically B & C is standing 
by (Informant 13) 
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Besides this, informants further revealed that: 
Yes, the strategy that PDP used to overcome or to win the election in 2011 is 
unbelievable. (1) They used many politics in 2011. (2). They used religion ()3. 
They used ethnicity. (3) You know we have about five hundred ethnic groups 
in Nigeria in the 36 states of Nigeria including Abuja. (4) At the same time, 
PDP used political thugs to destroy or manipulate the election. (5) The fifth 
one, PDP used security agents such as the police. Paramilitary. They also used 
the vigilante group which in the Hausa language we called Yanbanga, PDP 
also used them to win the election (Informant 13) 
 

One other phase of the multifaceted strategies adopted by PDP during the 2011 presidential 
election as revealed by informants is the adoption of presidential candidate of PDP from 
among the minority ethnic group for the first time since Nigeria. One of the informants said:  

Adopting Goodluck Jonathan for PDP Presidential ticket in 2011 earned the 
Party the national victory because he is a civilian without a military 
background as against General Muhammadu Buhari. The factor that worked 
is that you know, the Northern region in the Nigerian political landscape has 
produced presidents more than any side of the nation. The South-South 
geopolitical zone has the opportunity of producing one of them. Look at the 
aspiration of Nigeria who was just coming out of military rule in 1999. And 
the major opposition political party then was a retired military General so this 
factor counted against Buhari very well. So, at that time, the nation needed a 
pure civilian in the position of the president in the present dispensation at 
that time.  
 

Overall, the findings established by the study presented by our informants shows the 
strategies of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) during the 2011 presidential election in 
Kaduna Nigeria to include the use of money and vote-buying, the use of economic and 
material resources to lure voters to vote for PDP during the 2011 election, the national 
outlook as well as the geographical and widespread of PDP all over every nook and cranny of 
Nigeria. One other important strategy adopted by PDP is social-political strategies. In these 
social and political strategies, the informants disclosed that the PDP extensively uses social 
media as well as printing, and electronic media for the campaign. Also, the PDP use zoning 
strategy by zoning all the top-ranking positions within the PDP to the six geopolitical zones of 
the country to promote equity and fairness, similarly, PDP equitably shared and distributed 
power and governance portfolios to all people including even the minorities who since 
political independence has been alienated from governance, the informants also revealed 
that PDP created new traditional kingdoms and chiefdoms and equally upgraded some 
traditional rulers to first-class chiefs. Still, on the socio-political strategies, there was a 
revelation that came from the informants that the PDP enjoyed incumbency advantages over 
other political parties, evidence from the findings also disclosed that the PDP adopted the 
strategy of appointing a new electoral management board chairman in 2010 and he 
conducted credible elections that Nigerians were given the opportunity for their votes to 
count. The other strategies under the socio-political strategies of PDP identified by informants 
based on the findings are political propaganda, the use of a very popular candidate as 
contestants in all elections, and lastly, there was secret recruitment of PDP card carriers into 
the INEC as ad-hoc staff. Besides, evidence proved beyond a reasonable doubt from the study 
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that PDP performed very well in terms of infrastructure, employment, poverty alleviation, and 
boosting of agriculture particularly in subsidizing fertilizers for farmers, and also improvement 
in education. These strategies paid off for PDP's victory in the 2011 presidential election. 
Lastly, the strategy used by PDP during the 2011 presidential election as reported by the 
informants is a multifaceted strategy. In this strategy, PDP has different plans and the party 
switched from one plan to the other through a decisive plan and this strategy helped the party 
not only to win the 2011 presidential but other elections as well.  
 
Discussion 
The findings in the present study on the electoral strategies of the incumbent People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) was in tandem with previous studies such as Osmah and Ikelegbe 
(2009); Lawal (2015); Olakunle et al (2019) which discovered that the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) used different strategies which include rigging and manipulation of the election. 
However, it was as a result of the shortcomings of these studies to identify what is rigging and 
manipulation of the election served as one of the prompting factors for conducting this study. 
The findings of this present study have indeed, created a wide margin between the 
enumerated studies and the present one, particularly when compared the findings of the 
strategies used by the PDP during the 2011 presidential election as revealed by this study with 
the previous ones. Given the first finding of the present study on money politics and vote-
buying by the incumbent PDP during the 2011 presidential election in Kaduna, Nigeria, 
previous research conducted by Ovwasa (2013) is akin to the present study. Ovwasa’s study 
found out that vote-buying and money politics in Nigeria is sustainable and, on the rise, 
because politicians in Nigeria have discovered that there is a shortage of party manifesto and 
ideology to convince the electorates and to transform to votes than money, hence politics 
became a market of readily available money exchange venue where the highest bidder gets 
votes from the electorates. The study of U.S ‘money and politics’ by Be-Viert (1985) also 
discovered that there was an influence of money in California politics. The shortfall in 
Ovwasa’s and BeViert's studies’ is their inability to study the role of money politics and vote 
buying through qualitative in-depth study as established by the finding in the first theme of 
this study.   
 
The second finding on the geographical and demographic strategy which served as a strong 
strategy of PDP that assisted the PDP to win the presidential ticket in 2011 in Nigeria is 
supported by Hyland (1995) who says that the electorates see democracy as a perceived 
interest and could vote for party or candidate in a democracy based on perceived interest. 
Voters during the 2011 presidential election viewed the presence of PDP everywhere as their 
interest and gave their votes to PDP in line with this. The third theme in this study on the use 
of social media by PDP was supported by previous studies such as Madueke, Nwosu, 
Ogbonnaya & Anumadu, 2017 while zoning was also in line with the study of Awopeju et al 
(2012), creation of new chiefdom and kingdom for the traditional ruler was supported by In 
Pitkin’s postulation, Jacob & Shapiro (1994), incumbency advantages of PDP in the 2011 
presidential election was in the same finding by Okoye et al (2012) in their research. Okolo 
and Onunkwo, 2011)’s study goes with the findings of this study as regards the appointment 
of credible and principled INEC Chairman, an intensive campaign by PDP is encouraged by 
Janda et al. (2009),  Greenberg and Page (2002), Miroff et al., (2010); Sartori (1987); Mills 
(1956) whose studies shows gives freedom to electorates to freely choose the candidate of 
their choice from the campaign. From the studies of Kriesi et al., 2009 in Chibuike & Udala 
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(2016), propaganda is still a way of securing a victory in an election. Therefore, the findings 
by the present study are in line with other previous scholarly research conducted in different 
countries across the world.  
 
Conclusion 
The present study which examined the electoral strategies of the incumbent People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) during the 2011 presidential election in Kaduna Nigeria revealed 
striking strategies of the party. The findings present and represent unique discoveries of PDP 
electoral strategies during the 2011 presidential election that were missing from the findings 
of previous related studies on the electoral strategies of the PDP in Nigeria’s electoral 
spectrum. In fact, the discovery of the striking strategies of PDP achieved and recorded by the 
present study was a result of the adoption of qualitative in-depth study and purposive 
sampling technique which made possible the selection of 23 creams of informants drawn by 
the researchers from the 2011 presidential election stakeholders. These informants were 
drawn from different affiliations, divergent educational backgrounds, and cream of electoral 
and democratic experiences and from various life careers which helped the study to have 
obtained rich information. Coupled with these enumerated factors that made the success of 
the research possible is the combination of qualitative in-depth interviews and document 
review as instruments of data collection.  
 
The finding and discussion of the study are related to the problem statement which is to study 
the electoral strategies of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and the credibility of the 2011 
presidential election in Kaduna, Nigeria. The findings revealed the various electoral strategies 
of PDP during the 2011 presidential election particularly the vote-buying, sharing of money 
and other materials, food items, textile materials motorcycles, cars, grinding machines, and 
many other things to electorates before, and during the election has consequential effects on 
the credibility of the 2011 presidential election. These are a rejection of election results by 
opposition Congress for Progressive Change (CPC), post-electoral protest by the supporters 
of opposition CPC, post-electoral violence, and spill-over effect of the election to eleven other 
states in the Northern region apart from Kaduna. Finally, there was wanton destruction of 
properties worth several hundreds of millions, death of over 800 people who were killed, and 
wanton destruction of properties as a result of the post-electoral violence as reported by 
Human rights in April 2011. There were reprisal attacks and killings of Nigerians in other parts 
of the country, Nigeria. In fact, overall, the consequences of the 2011 post-presidential 
election violence and killing of people across the 12 Northern states of Adamawa, Bauchi, 
Borno, Gombe, Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Niger, Sokoto, Yobe, and Zamfara State. 
Despite this, the present study helps in understanding the electoral strategies of incumbent 
political parties particularly the PDP. It could as well be helpful to political and democratic 
policymakers to be able to formulate and execute policies towards checking some electoral 
strategies of incumbents such as vote-buying, sharing of money, and several kinds of items to 
prospective voters that are not only inimical to politics but to the democratic election in 
particular and democracy in general.  
 
The shortcoming of the present in-depth research, however, was its conduct in only the two 
Kaduna city local governments of North and South and specifically in Kaballa Costain, Kaballa 
Doki and Barnawa and Ungwuwar Muazu with just a few informants of twenty-three. 
Therefore, the established findings that emerged from this study should further be carried 
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out using a larger population through a quantitative study. Despite these shortcomings, the 
present study on electoral strategies of the incumbent People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
during the 2011 presidential election is a novelty in democratic electoral studies as its findings 
filled a gap and vacuum created by studies of scores of scholars from different countries as 
reviewed. 
 
Reference 
Adejumobi, S. (2000). Elections in Africa: A Fading Shadow of Democracy? International 

 Political Science Review. Vol. 21, Issue 1. Pp 59-73.  
Ademilokun, M., & Taiwo, R. (2013). Discursive strategies in newspaper campaign 

advertisements for Nigeria's 2011 Elections. Discourse & Communication, 7(435), 437-
435. 

Azad, M. A., & Haidari, A. A. (2016). Free & Fair Election Forum of Afghanistan (FEFA). In A. 
Watson & K.U. Gadaingan, K.U. (Eds) Electoral Challenges in Asia Today (pp. 21-60.) 
Bangkok, Thailand: The Asia Network for free Elections.  

Bekoe, D. (2011). Nigeria’s 2011 Elections: Best Run, but Most Violent.  
https://www.usip.org/publications/2011/08/nigerias-2011-elections-best-run-most-
violent 

Bunce, V. (1976). Elite succession, petrification and policy innovation in communist states: 
 An empirical assessment. Comparative Political Studies, 9(4): 3–43. 

Bunce, V. (1980a). Changing leaders and changing policies: The impact of elite succession on 
 budgetary priorities in democratic countries. American Journal of Political Science,
   24(3): 373–395. 

Bunce, V. (1980b). The succession connection: Policy cycles and political change in the Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe. American Political Science Review, 74(4): 966–977. 

Bunce, V. (1981). Do New Leaders Make a Difference? Executive Succession and Public Policy
   under  Capitalism and Socialism. Princeton University Press.   

Dahl, R. A., Shapiro, L., & Cheibub, J. A. (2003). The Democracy Sourcebook. London: The IMT 
Press. 

Hiswåls, A., Marttila, A, Mälstam, E., & Macassa1, G. (2017). Experiences of unemployment 
 and well-being after job loss during economic recession: Results of a qualitative study 
in east central Sweden. Journal of Public Health Research, 6(99)  
file:///C:/Users/hp/Downloads/Experiences_of_Unemployment_and_Well-
 being_after_J%20(7).pdf 

Hoffmann, B. (2009). Charismatic authority and leadership change: Lessons from Cuba’s post-
 Fidel succession. International Political Science Review, 30(3): 229–248. 

Kofo A. A. (2012). Politics, 2011 Polls And Political Embriglo In Nigeria: For Records
 And Directions For Sustainable Democracy. International Journal of Academic
 Research in Business and Social Sciences January 2012, Vol. 2, No. 1. Available 
 online at https://hrmars.com/papers/detail/IJARBSS/8746/Politics-2011-Polls-And-
Political-Embriglo-In-Nigeria-For-Records-And-Directions-For-Sustainable-Democracy  

Ludger, H. (2020). Leadership succession in politics: The democracy/autocracy divide 
revisited. The British Journal of Politics and International Relations, 22(2), 328–346.                                      
Doi: 10.1177/1369148120908528 

Norris, P. (2014). Why Electoral Integrity Matters. Cambride University Press.   
Oamen, F. (2018). Discursive strategies in Nigeria’s 2015 Facebook campaign discourse. 

 Discourse & Society. 29(5), 471-494.  doi.org/10.1177/0957926518770266.  



International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences 

Vol. 1 1 , No. 12, 2021, E-ISSN: 2222-6990 © 2021 HRMARS 

1509 
 

Odhikar, A. R. K. (2016). The electoral system of Bangladesh.  In A. Watson & K.U. Gadaingan, 
K.U. (Eds) Electoral Challenges in Asia Today (pp. 61-90.) Bangkok, Thailand: The Asia 
Network for free Elections.  

Odoh, P. A., & Abdullahi, M. (2011). Causes of the Post-April 2011 General election violence. 
Journal of Management and Corporate Governance, 4(12), 7-13. 

Olusola, B. O. (2011). Discourse strategies in political campaign in Nigeria. Moldova: LAP 
Lambert Academic Publishing.   

Onapajo, H. (2014). Violence and Votes in Nigeria: The Dominance of Incumbents in the  Use 
of Violence to Rig Elections. Africa Spectrum, 49(2), 27-51  
http://journals.sub.unihamburg.de/giga/afsp/article/viewFile/753/751 

Rustow D. A. (1964). Succession in the twentieth century. Journal of International Affairs 
 18(1): 104–113.  
 https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1369148120908528 

Waldi, A., Ibrahim, R., Sabiruddin. (2018). The Strategy of Political Parties in Wining Legislative 
Elections in Indonesia: Studies in Dharmasyara District. International Journal of 
Multidisciplinary of HigherEducation, 1(1), 18-31. 

Watson, A., & Gadaingan, K. U. (2016). Electoral Democracy in Asia in the Last Decade: In 
Electoral Challenges in Asia Today. Bangkok, Thailand: The Asia Network for free 
Elections. https://anfrel.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Electoral-Challenges-in-
Asia-Today.pdf 

Weller, P. (2014). The variability of prime ministers. In: Rhodes RAW and ‘t Hart P (eds) The
 Oxford Handbook of Political Leadership. Oxford University Press, pp.489–502. 

 
 


