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Abstract

One of Ausubel’s Theory criteria is the process of combining and relating current information
to existing knowledge that students already have. Thus, this theory can encourage students
to think about the basic information of Arabic Grammar that they have learned and then
reuse the information during learning activities. Therefore, this study seeks to answer the
guestion and problem about the students making mistakes constantly on the pronunciation
of the last letter of the Arabic word in reading Arabic text. The objective of the study is to
examine the relationship between the Ausubel’s Theory and Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM)
to assist the process of reading Arabic texts. This study will also explain about the reflection
of Ausubel’s Theory Application (ATA) on the implementation of Basic Grammar Mapping
(BGM) while reading Arabic texts. The methodology of the study is by observation and simple
test of reading skills. The findings of the study explain that the reflection of Ausubel’s Theory
Application (ATA) during the implementation of Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM) when
reading Arabic texts has a positive effect on the mastery of Arabic grammar such as i’rab,
improves reading skills and inculcates critical thinking activities.
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Introduction

Researchers and educators continue to create creative and innovative content in
improving the quality of teaching and learning reading skills. There are many types of
researches were conducted to mobilize student’s mastered the skills of reading Arabic
materials. The reason for these studies is to identify the weakness of students in mastering
the skills of reading Arabic materials. These reading materials are more focused on written
materials. Written materials are books, e-books, magazines and others written in Arabic
should be read correctly according to the grammatical procedure of the Arabic language. The
main Arabic language sciences that have a relationship with reading skills are morphology and
syntax (Al-Tahanuwi, 1996). These two sciences are also known as Arabic grammar and they
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are important in reading activities (Hussin et al., 2016). Taimah (1986) states that method of
teaching and learning activity is a situation where the role of teacher and student is equally
important. Thus, a teacher must think and be creative in helping students to be more
motivated in learning and comprehending reading skill of Arabic text. In the process of reading
second language reading material or mastering the target language there is a need to master
the text (Smith, 2004). Unfortunately, students make mistakes constantly on the
pronunciation of the last letter of the Arabic word in reading Arabic text and this problem
creates the objective of the research as stated below.
Research objectives:

1- To express the relationship between the Ausubel’s Theory and Basic Grammar

Mapping (BGM) to assist the process of reading Arabic texts.

2- To explain the reflection of Ausubel’s Theory Application (ATA) on the implementation
of Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM) while reading Arabic texts.

Many pieces of research emphasize the importance of improving teaching styles to
elucidate the technique of teaching Arabic reading skills. Mohamed et al (2004) in their
research entitled: Problems of Teaching Arabic Grammar among undergraduate students,
encourage the students to do more exercises to detect accuracy and errors in the use of
language from the reading materials. The materials of teaching should help students
memorize the contents of Arabic grammar. Lecturers should strive to diversify the techniques
and methods of teaching. Here shows the relation between the mastery of Arabic grammar
and the performance of reading skills. The research ends with a suggestion asking for the
creativity of teaching Arabic grammar which helps students read Arabic texts.

Another related study entitled: Improving Basic Arabic Text Reading Skills Through
Quran Reading Skills and Drill Methods. The problem of the studies is merely the same where
the students still doing mistakes when reading written materials. The limitation of the studies
is the topics of Arabic Grammar Al-jarr, Zoraf and Mudhafun ilaih. Research methodologies
used are interviews, observations, questionnaires, and the pre and post-test. The material
used is the Quran. The Quran is a noble and primary source of reference for Islam which has
the guidance of Islam. The Quran was originally not a written reading material but a sacred
message to be heard, understood, and applied in real life. The Quran has now written with a
completely lined and information for the words sound. This study chooses the
implementation of various activities involving the discussion of the reason of the word sound
to master the relevant grammatical topics then improve reading skills. The findings showed
that the level of understanding increased (Mustafa et al., 2012).

In addition, to answer the suggestion of the research written stated by Mohamed et
al (2004) and to enhance another angle of improvement for the studies by Mustafa et al
(2012), another strongly related study is by (Ismail et al., 2021). The title is Teaching Arabic
Text Reading Skills Using Unzur Qablahu (UQ) Technique: A Study of The Application of
Cognitive Theory (ACT). The Unzur Qablahu (UQ) technique means looking at the previous
word to help students know the pronunciation of the next word. This study is conducted to
answer questions related to the weakness of students in determining word pronunciation
when reading a text. Therefore, this Unzur Qablahu (UQ) technique approach is to assist the
reading skill of Arabic texts. In addition, the study also examines the relevance of Unzur
Qablahu (UQ) technique and the Application of Cognitive Theory (ACT). The research
methodology is based on observation during the process of teaching Arabic text reading skills.
The observation also records the conditions such as intonation, fluency, attitude, and other
input as the reading process takes place. The findings of the study showed that the Unzur
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Qablahu (UQ) technique and the Application of Cognitive Theory (ACT) help the process of
reading Arabic texts critically.

Therefore, in this current study, students will be asked to map and rearrange their
previous information as stated in the meaning learning of Ausubel. The limitation of the study
is the topics of Arabic Grammar Al-jarr and Mudhafun ilaih. There are the groups of Majrurat.
Students may use the Unzur Qablahu (UQ) technique and the Application of Cognitive Theory
(ACT). But another approach of this recent study is an elaboration of the words through the
Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM) and then categorized accurately and not only to see the
previous words.

Literature Review
Ausubel’s Theory of Meaningful learning

Meaningful learning defines by Ausubel (1968): "the most important single factor
influencing learning is what the learner already knows". Therefore, meaningful learning,
which implies longer retention than memorizing, occurs when humans relate new concepts
to pre-existing familiar concepts. Then changes are produced in our cognitive structure,
concepts are modified and new links are created. It is a useful tool because it enables real
learning, generates greater retention, and facilitates transferences to other real situations
(Hansen, 2009; Vallori, 2014).

Then Vallori (2014) had listed the essential principles to do meaningful learning. These
principles encourage open discussion to all learners, promote motivation and intelligence’s
imagination then apply the concept of mapping to help learners link and connect the
information and concepts.

The Ausubel theory also inspired the concept of “Advance organizers” which are
pedagogic devices that bridge the gap between what learners already know and what
learners need to know (Gurlitt, 2012). Meaningful learning of some scientific laws or
principles, for example, might imply a combinatorial form of meaningful learning (Moreira,
2011)

Teaching Arabic Text Reading Skills

In order to create creativity and innovation in language teaching and learning,
comprehension and mastery of reading materials among students stated by Rahman et al
(2016) argue that students need to be exposed to reading materials that can provide input
and impact towards the construction of active, critical and creative thinking levels. Reading
sources, on the other hand, need to be obtained from various sources that are accurate, clear,
detailed and factual information. Mastery of these reading materials and resources requires
effective techniques to increase students' interest in the reading material. These techniques
can be introduced to students as an alternative to increase interest in reading material. This
is because, if students do not know how to master the reading material through the
techniques introduced, students will become passive and pessimistic about the reading
material.

According to Muhammad et al (2012) primary, intermediate, and advanced level
teaching measures should be introduced to address the problem of Arabic reading proficiency
and learning styles, as well as suggest the introduction of intensive and extensive forms of
reading. Ku et al (2014) stated that a balanced form of language learning curriculum by
combining the intertwining of language branches to enhance language skills among students.
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It is to emphasis on drill methods and continuous reading practice and encourages the use of
various teaching aids in the teaching of reading skills.

The ability to read is a very valuable skill and is a dynamic process, which requires
active and meaningful communication between the reader and the writer. Reading is also said
to be a person's ability to recognize visual forms and connect between forms and sounds and
through experience as well as being able to interpret their meaning. Reading comprehension
depends on a combination of language knowledge, cognitive and reading experience (Ku et
al., 2017).

Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM) and The Reflection Of The Application Of Ausubel Theory
(ATA)

One of Ausubel’s Theory criteria is the process of combining and relating current
information to existing knowledge that students already have. Thus, this theory can
encourage students to think about the basic information of Arabic Grammar that they have
learned and then reuse the information during learning activities. Therefore, this study seeks
to answer the question and problem about the students making mistakes constantly on the
pronunciation of the last letter the Arabic word in reading Arabic text.

Therefore, teaching activities need to be renewed and diversified to attract students.
Among the Arabic learning and teaching initiatives is by using mind maps. The idea has been
popularized by Buzan (2006) as a mind map. Therefore, it is seen that many studies supported
the use of mind maps in teaching Arabic and have succeeded in giving a positive impact
(Widodo, 2016; Asyiah, 2016; Yulistri, 2015; Falah, 2014; El-Haq, 2012).

Therefore this recent study will use Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM) as an approach to
help students master Arabic grammar. In addition, to map the functions that supports critical
and creative digestion in students. This study is based on Ausubel’s Theory Application (ATA)
that encourages students to think about the basic information of Arabic grammar that has
been learned at the secondary school level to be remembered, digested and mastered better.

Research Design

This is a qualitative research. The methodology of the study is through observation
and simple test of reading skills (Darussalam & Hussin, 2016). The study respondents are 10
students of Bachelor of Islamic Studies, International Islamic University College Selangor
(Kolej Universiti Islam Antarabangsa Selangor, KUIS) from Arabic language class NBWU1022
(Al-Arabiah Al-A'liyah Li Dirasat Islamiyyah I). This course code is an Arabic language subject
offered to Bachelor of Islamic Studies students in semester one. The justification in the choice
of respondent is because they have a strong background in Arabic grammar as they were
students of the Islamic studies stream. Some of them are diploma or matriculation in Islamic
Studies graduates.

Firstly the preliminary study was held roughly in the class to identify the grammatical
errors of respondents reading Arabic texts. As they were students of Arabic background from
the secondary school, diploma, foundation or matriculation levels, they should not make
many grammatical errors, especially the basic Arabic grammar. Thus, the implementation of
the study observation was designed by supplying to the respondents the text from the Arabic
language module book for NBWU1022 course code prepared by the Arabic language lecturers
from the Center for Core Studies, KUIS. The respondents were given one day to read the
selected text correctly. The next day, they cameto the class and read the text. The notes were
made on the grammatical errors made by the respondents. The type of error seen was on the

1411



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ACADEMIC RESEARCH IN BUSINESS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Vol. 12, No. 1, 2022, E-ISSN: 2222-6990 © 2022 HRMARS

pronunciation of the last letter of the word based on some basic grammar. The limitation of
the basic Arabic grammar topic was the law of Majrurat. Majrurat is one of the Arabic basic
grammar rules that shows the way to recite the last letter of some conditions of the words.
This study will focus on two types of Majrurat. Firstly, the nouns that came after the letter of
al-Jarr and secondly, types of Idhafah or Mudhafun ilaih.

Preliminary observations included recording the mistakes made by the respondent on
these two types of the Majrurat while they were reading the text. This is basic grammar yet
the students recite the sound of the last letter wrongly. It showed that they read without
thinking on the basic information of grammar that they had learned before. Thus, the study
insists to help the respondents in reading texts by fostering appropriate techniques to detect
basic Arabic grammar.

The researchers suggested the construction of Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM) to
recognize the basic Arabic grammar. This Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM) is based on the
Ausubel’s Theory Application (ATA) to assist Arabic reading skills. As it was mentioned before
that some of Ausubel’s Theory criteria is the process of combining and relating current
information to existing knowledge that students already have. Thus, this theory encourages
students to think about the basic information of Arabic Grammar that they have learned and
then reuse the information during learning activities. Thus, the Basic Grammar Mapping
(BGM) is the reflection of the Ausubel’s Theory Application (ATA). This mapping requires the
students to analyse each word of Majrurat. This is because the information of the Majrurat is
the basic rule in Arabic grammar that most students already know. The problem occurs when
students ignore this rule while reading the text. So this study will usher the students to think
first on the basic grammar that they have before reading the text. Then the Majrurat from
type one and two were identified appropriately. As a result respondents can easily see the
types of Majrurat.

To conclude, the researchers chose Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM) together with
Ausubel’s Theory Application (ATA) for respondents to remember again the information that
they have before and apply while reading the text.

In the application of this method, the respondents were given a simple mind mapping
example and were asked to understand the map. The observations were made, and there
were discussion activities, information seeking and thinking. Upon completion of the activity
of understanding and functioning the Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM), respondents were
given a text to read. The observations explained that the respondents were eager to use the
basic map even though some still lacked understanding. Yet the discussion between the
respondents helped improve the activity of reading the text correctly and smoothly.

Figure 1: Basic Grammar Mapping Model (BGM) and the Ausubel’s Theory Application (ATA)
to assist the process of reading Arabic texts.
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The diagram shows the developmental steps in understanding type one of Majrurat.
This Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM) helps students to know the group of information of the
word with the Ausubel’s Theory Application (ATA) which encourages students to think, divide
and connect existing grammatical information in order to increase understanding of the word
and read the word correctly.

Findings and Discussion
The following is a simple observation and test conducted to list the findings of
using Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM) along with Ausubel’s Theory Application (ATA).

Text Chosen: e giadl BT a8 byg o el 1 pdaill (§ ,BY plusiu] dny
Module 7 Exdl 6 OB e9 5 Wllul 4 uclgd 3 M3 (po 2 iloglad]l
Al-Bayan Fi al-Lughah al- 9.plaill dulom> 8 co Yl Je
Arabiyah | Preliminary Observations Observations
1 oyl dal § OLd) Observations | During the Basic After the
page:38 Grammar Mapping | Understanding of
Topic:cs, Y1 /48 380l dSuid) (BGM) Discussion | the Basic
(Zulkifli et al., 2020) Grammar
Mapping (BGM)
Text Reading Activity: Read without | Read, discuss and | Read fluently and
thinking of make BGM and think of
the think about the appropriate
appropriate | reason for the sound.
sound of the. | word sound. For the word 1-9
words 1-9 Discussion only for
Word 1 ealadl
because for other
words students
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can make their
own maps and try
to understand the
reason while
reading the text
later.(see figure 1)
Notes: Al1:1/9 - A1:5/9
A2:0/9 A2:5/9
A1-A10: Students A3:2/9 A3:6/9
1-9: Number of correct readings | A4:2/9 A4:7/9
for words 1-9 A5:3/9 A5:4/9
A6:3/9 A6:5/9
A7:5/9 A7:8/9
A8:1/9 A8:5/9
A9:7/9 A9:8/9
A10:7/9 A10:9/9

The findings of the study explain that the use of Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM) along
with Ausubel’s Theory Application (ATA) help the process of reading Arabic texts. It also has
a positive effect on the mastery of Arabic grammar such as i'rab, improve reading skills and
inculcate critical thinking activities.

Conclusion

The combination of Basic Grammar Mapping (BGM) and the reflection of the
Ausubel’s Theory Application (ATA) is the approach used for students to increase their
understanding on the reason for word sounds while reading a text. Apparently, this shows
that the current study is the expansion of The Unzur Qablahu (UQ) technique and the
Application of Cognitive Theory (ACT). Moreover other related researches indeed contribute
to students mastering the skills of reading the text correctly. It is a fact that each language
has its own rules and regulations. The statement in the rules of Majrurat is remains, but the
things that need to be discussed and implemented continuously are the structure while
presenting the language rules and unchangeable facts. The implementation uses a simplified
technique and interesting approach. The creativity of applying expert theories to improve the
teaching and learning style is in accordance to the needs and the students’ intellectual level.
Yet every improvement and new approach used requires consistent application. As advised
by the Muslim famous ulama Imam Al-Shafie R.A, a descendant of Rasulullah (p.b.u.h), the
six conditions for seeking knowledge are intellect, determination, variation of effort, ability,
teacher/lecturer guidance and long life learning. The last condition asks us to keep doing all
the works on improving the teaching and learning methods to aid student master language
skills.
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