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Abstract

The virtues of surahs or verses in the Qur'an is a part of the Qur'anic discourse. They are also
mentioned in hadith literatures as components of the major subject of narration from the
Prophet (PBUH) and his companions. In the science of Quranic interpretation, citing narrations
about the virtues of verses and surahs is part of the method employed by several
commentators where they became the primary component of the introduction to the
interpretation of a surah. The quality of hadiths, in particular raises a number of concerns
among researchers in this context. In addition, the connection between the virtues indicated
in a hadith or narrative and the content and purposes of the surah are worth a study. The
primary purpose of this study is to examine, evaluate, and formulate the hadith selection
methods of two leading commentators from the tradition-based interpretation, namely Ibn
Katsir and al-Tsa'alibiy as well as their approach in combining the meaning of hadith or
narration with regard to content and the objective of the surah in the context of attracting the
attention of the audience. This study employs the technique of document analysis to two
texts, namely Tafsir Ibn Kathir and Tafsir al-Tha'alabiy, in their interpretations of surah al-
Bagarah. The study concluded that these two commentators cite authentic and valid hadiths
regarding fadail. However, no significant effort is made to connect the benefits of the surah
mentioned in the hadith to the surah's objectives.

Keywords: Fadha’il Suwar, lbn Katsir, Al-Tsa’alibiy, Tadabbur, Al-Quran.

Introduction

Fadha'il or the singular term fadhilah in Arabic refers to a benefit or privilege that is frequently
attached to something that conveys a sense of importance, glory, and kindness from the
standpoint of its position or usefulness. The use of the plural term fadha'il relates to the
profusion of precedence, glory, or goodness in the position or usefulness of a subject (Abu al-
Baga’, n.d; Rida,1960; Majma’ al-Lughah al-Arabiyyah, n.d; Qal’ajiyy & Qunaybiyy,1988). In the
context of the discourse over the benefits of surahs or verses of the Qur'an, the scholars define
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this term as the advantage or privilege of a surah or verse of the Qur'an from the standpoint
of position or usefulness, in the sense of the superiority, glory, and goodness inherent in it,
based on narrations from Rasulullah SAW and his companions RA.

As a book of miracles, the Qur'an possesses innumerable advantages and privileges and is not
restricted by the confines of time. This book is not only a guide and life manual for people of
all ages, but it also contains many laws and arguments, wisdoms, truths and enlightenments,
inspirations and motivations, and many other things. As Sayidina Ali RA. remarked, "The Book
of Allah contains the stories of the people before you and news of the people after you, as
well as the law regarding what occurred between you. It is a decisive word that does not
contain humour. Whoever abandons it due to conceit, Allah will surely demolish, and whoever
seeks advice from others, Allah will surely misguide him. It is Allah’s solid rope, Allah’s wise
warning, the straight way, the book that prevents lust from slipping, and the book that
prevents the word from becoming confused. When a party of jinn heard his verse, they
remarked, "Indeed, we heard a book of magical reading that imparts knowledge." Whoever
speaks with it will be correct, whoever works with it will be rewarded, whoever punishes with
it will be just, and whoever seeks its counsel will be led to the right road (lbn Kathir, 1999).
The collection of narrations attributed to Rasulullah SAW and his associates RA. reveals,
among other things, these advantages and privileges. The magnitude of the accumulated
narrations regarding it led to the formation of a specific sub-discipline in the work of hadith
experts, as well as its own specialty in the study of Qur'anic sciences. As a result of the
abundance of scholarly discourses on this topic, a number of independent publications were
produced to provide explanations and enlightenment to the community and researchers
regarding the discourse and related enquiries. Abu 'Ubayd al-Qasim bin Salam, one of the most
eminent scholars of the 3rd century (Abu Ubayd, n.d.), wrote the book Fadha'il al-Al-Qur'an
Wa Ma'alimuh Wa Adabuh, which is among the first prominent works in this field. This
renowned man, who was one of Imam al- Bukhari's teachers reportedly passed away between
the years 222-224 H (Abu Ubayd, n.d.). This book is the primary reference and resource for
scholars and researchers who write works or do research on this topic after him up to the
present day (Abu Ubayd, n.d.).

Despite the richness of the discourses on the virtues of surahs or verses in the works of these
scholars, it was discovered that their contributions focused more on the efforts of collecting
narrations and evaluating the status of their authenticity, as well as a description of the
purpose and encouragement to apply with the practises recommended therein. In the context
of guiding or motivating readers to appreciate the surah or verse under study, it is uncommon
to find attempts to connect the advantages or privileges described in the narration to the
surah's content, purpose, or objective. In the context of the growth in the study of the Qur'an
today, tadabbur al-Quran refers to efforts to appreciate and delve further into the meaning
of the Qur'an through the application of practise and deed.

Thus, the purpose of this study is to examine this issue in the context of the presentation of
fadha'il surah al-Bagarah in the works of two leading commentators in the tafsir bi al-ma'thur
trend, namely Ibn Katsir and Tsa'alibiy, as a sample to spark the efforts of tadabur al-Quran in
the community through the indications of the advantages and privileges of surah.

An Overview of lbn Katsir and his Book of Tafsir

Al-Dimashgiy al-Shafi'iy is a well-known expert in the history of Islamic civilisation and science.
He was born in the year 700H in the village of Mijdal, near the city of Busra (lbn Kathir, 1999),
in one of the districts located approximately 140 kilometres from the capital of Syria,
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Damascus. His prowess in various Islamic disciplines, such as Al-Quran interpretation and
sciences, hadith interpretation and sciences, figh and its usul, ageedah and comparison of
religions, history and civilization, as well as the Arabic language and literature, is
demonstrated by his numerous enduringly exemplary works (lbn Kathir, 1999).

Ibn Katsir acquired his early education from his brother Abdul Wahhab, who assumed the role
of family head after the death of their father, a notable scholar and preacher in their region,
in 703H. lbn Katsir expanded his studies with the intellectuals in Damascus, in addition to
continuing his studies with his brother, who was no less knowledgeable, until his death in
750H. Ibn Katsir memorised the Qur'an with various giraat when he was 11 years old, in the
year 711H, and became a prominent figure in the giraat discipline. He studied hadith with
notable hadith experts including those who carry the title as ‘al-Hafiz’ during his time. He gave
special attention to deepening and receiving a degree from them in the study of the most
important works, such as Sahih Muslim, Tahzib al-Kamal, and others, after which he was
granted the title "al-Hafiz." In the study of figh and its usul, he mastered the fundamental texts
of the Syafie sect from the eminent scholars of his era. Moreover, he was the most devoted
student of the greatest reforming thinker of his time, Sheikh al-Islam lbn Taymiyah. |bn Katsir's
intellectual personality was greatly influenced by lbn Taymiyyah's skills and tenacity in
argumentation and ijtihad. He utilised a significant amount of lbn Taymiyyah's methodology
in constructing a framework of thought and the concept of knowledge transmission and
da'wah. In reality, he frequently adopts and supports his teacher's position on a variety of
religious problems, upon which people who disagreed with him frequently cause him pain.
Ibn Katsir recorded at the end of his life that he lost his sight while composing the Jami' al-
Masanid book, caused by the weak light of a lamp, which gradually grew darker until it was
completely dark. He died before completing this book on Thursday, 25 Shaaban 774H
(Shamsuddin, 1995), and was buried close to his instructor lbn Taymiyyah in the al-Sufiyyah
cemetery in Damsyiq, according to his own will (Ibn Kathir, 1999).

Tafsir al-Qur'an al-'Azhim, also known as Tafsir Ibn Katsir, is one of lbn Katsir's masterworks
and a reference for scholars and researchers to this day. According to al-Suyuthi, this tafsir is
the second-best tafsir after Tafsir al-Thabariy (Abdul Rahman, 1983). Al-Zahabiy remarked that
Ibn Katsir's Tafsir is second to Tafsir al-Thabariy in terms of perfection and validity in the
history of tafsir writing. The significance of this book in the study of tafsir is demonstrated by
the numerous efforts made by commentators after him to make it a medium for transmitting
the direction provided in the Qur'an to the community (Husayn, n.d.), particularly through
summation and translation into multiple languages. Mukhtasar Tafsir Ibn Katsir by
Muhammad Aliy al- Sabuniy, professor of Tafsir at the Faculty of Sharia and Islamic Studies,
King Abdul Aziz University, Makkah al-Mukarramah, was commissioned by the publisher Dar
al - Al-Quran al-Karim in Beirut, Lebanon to meet the needs of the general public who do not
have a background in Islamic sciences (Muhammad Aliyy, 1981). This book has been translated
into other languages, including Malay, where it is known as Tafsir lonu Katsir Edisi Telaga Biru,
produced by a Malaysian publishing house named Telaga Biru.

An Overview of Al-Tsa'alibiy and his Quranic Interpretation

Abu Zayd Abdul Rahman bin Muhammad bin Makhluf al-Tsa'alibiy al-Jaza'iriy al-Maghribiy al-
Malikiy, whose ancestry traces back to the Prophet's uncle Jaafar bin Abi Talib (Abd Qadir,
n.d.), is one of the most distinguished scholars in Algeria's history. Algiers, the capital of Algeria
and the land of his birth, is also known as Algiers Sayyidi Abdul Rahman (Jaza'ir Sayyidi Abdil
Rahman) among the inhabitants of the North West of the African continent; according to
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historical records which indicates his prominence in the region. Even Algeria itself is
sometimes referred to by the same name. Until now, the cemetery complex where he was
interred has been conserved and frequented by Algerians and foreign tourists alike. Even the
architecture and ornamental arts, which became a sign of appreciation of the esteem society
and the Algerian kings towards al-Tha’alabi’s contribution and importance, drew the attention
of western scholars and local scholars (Al-Jaza'iriyy, n.d.).

Al-Tsa'alibiy was born in the year 785H/1384AD in the town of Wadi Yassar, located around
86 kilometres southeast of the Algerian city (Al-Jaza'iriyy, n.d.). Both his parents and Algiers-
based scholars provided him with a basic education. At the end of the 8H/14M century, he
travelled with his father to Tlemcen (Tilisan) and Bgayet to seek knowledge outside the Algiers
district (Bijayah). At approximately 802H/1399M, he returned to Algiers after the death of his
father, which occurred while he was in Bgayet. After that, he returned to Bgayet and spent
nearly seven years studying with renowned intellectuals there. In the year 809H/1406AD, he
travelled to Tunisia and spent nearly eight years there learning from the country's foremost
intellectuals. In the year 817H/1414AD, he travelled to Cairo, where he studied and received
degrees from renowned intellectuals. After relocating to Bursa, Turkey, he resumed his
journey to Mecca in order to make the compulsory pilgrimage. Before returning to Cairo, he
met and obtained degrees from numerous teachers in various fields. In the year 819H/1416M,
he returned to Tunisia and studied at Jami' al-Zaytunah for nearly a year before returning to
Algiers at the end of the next year.

In Algiers, he served the community as a scholar through teaching, education, writing, judging,
administration, education, community education, etc. Al-Tsa'alibiy was summoned to meet
his Lord Almighty on Friday morning of 23 Ramadan 875H/15 March 1479 A.D., after living a
life of devotion to religion and society as well as self-dedication to Allah SWT.

Among his significant contributions to science and society is the quality of his work, which
spans across numerous religious areas and has become a source of reference and study for
scholars and researchers worldwide. According to the author of Al-Tuhfah al-Mardhiyyah and
Safahat min Tarikh Madinat al-Jaza'ir, the majority of his works are still in manuscript forms
and have not been published for public readings. Al-Tsa'alibiy is an expert in the field of
ageedah and the ilm kalam, figh and its usul, Quranic interpretation and its sciences, hadith
and its sciences, Sufism and suluk knowledge, Arabic language and its literature, history and
chronicles, as well as various other expertise that will be apparent if a thorough study of his
manuscripts is conducted.

Kitab Al-Jawahir al-Hisan Fi Tafsir al-Quran is one of al- Tsa'alibiy's most renowned works. It is
a work created as a guide for himself and the readers in order to make this holy book a guide
for the well-being of life in this world and the next. It is the outcome of a summary of some of
the earlier major books of tafsir, particularly Tafsir Ibn Athiyyah, with the addition of
numerous essential benefits from almost a hundred more sources from the writings of famous
scholars, which he examined and reported from sources connected to them. As he said in his
prelude, Tafsir al-Thabariy and Abu Hayyan al-Andalusiy are also important sources. When
guoting and referring to the writings or words of past commentators and scholars, he tries as
much as possible to keep their original pronunciation and style of language in order to avoid
readers' confusion. While each of his own additions or remarks will begin with an explanation
of the letter 'ta' (<) as an abbreviation for the verb (c£) that meaning 'l said' (Abdul Rahman,
1979).

In addition to tafsir and ulum al-Quran, the main source for this tafsir is the hadith books,
particularly Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, Sunan Abi Dawud, and Sunan al-Tirmizi, as well as
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other sunnah books such as Al-Azkar by Imam al-Nawawi, al-Tazkirah Bi Ahwal al-Mawta Wa
Umur al-Akhirah by al-lmam al-Qurthubiy, al-Agibah Fi Zikr al-Mawt by Abdul Haqq lbn al-
Kharrat, Masabih al-Sunnah by al-Imam al-Baghawiy and others. As a result, he concluded that
his book, which compiles interpretations on the meaning of the verses of the Quran by
eminent scholars and a collection of the sayings of the Prophet SAW from the definitive books
of the Sunnabh, is like a gift, containing various pearls of the most beautiful and wisest words,
as a guide to the readers in fulfilling their religious responsibilities in order to achieve success
in their worldly and spiritual lives (Abdul Rahman, 1979).

Al-Zahabiyy concluded after examining this book that the author is very committed to the
conditions and methodology outlined at the beginning of the book, particularly from the
standpoint of the accuracy of quoting and editing as well as the explanation of the status of
the validity of the hadith linked to the interpretation of verses, in particular, of narrations of
the Isra'iliyyat. Therefore, according to him, this interpretation is extremely valuable for
comprehending the meaning of the Quran, since it combines the essence of other useful
literatures in a straightforward manner, without altering the meaning and without, obviously,
boring the reader.

An Analysis of Fadha’il Surah Al-Baqarah in Tafsir lbn Katsir

Ibn Katsir devoted a substantial portion of the introduction to the interpretation of surah al-
Baqgarah to hadiths and narrations pertaining to the fadha'il surah. The discourse covered six
pages of a total of seven pages in his prelude to surah al-Bagarah. In reality, if one examines
the final section of his prologue, which deals with the naming of surahs, the narrations and
guotations offered pertain to the benefits and priorities of this surah, which are also contained
in the definition of fadha'il, as mentioned at the beginning of the text.

The analysis of this introduction revealed that Ibn Katsir gave about 30 narrations for surah al-
Baqgarah, including more than 11 varieties of fadha'il, as seen in the table below

Table 1
Data Pattern of Fadha’il Surah al-Baqgarah in Tafsir Ibn Kathir

The pinnacle of the Quran
Total number of Narration
1. 4
Sample of Hadith Text

(s 45T (0TI (6T B35 (o &1 gad5 cbsiall byge TR Al 015 (Al 5058 K

Narrated Abu Hurairah RA.:

That the Messenger of Allah (#8): "For everything there is a hump (pinnacle) and the
hump (pinnacle) of the Qur'an is Surah al-Bagarah, in it there is an Ayah which is the
master of the Ayat in the Qur'an; [it is] Ayat Al-Kursi.”

Type of Fadha’il

The revelation was accompanied by angels

Total number of Narration

2. 1

Sample of Hadith Text
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"’}“J:J\ C;dlyb }ll ’; J 4ol _)M‘_g &s Q})Lwl.@,wd.ﬂ Lﬁ&o dj.sg 43533 olal f-’l.l_w 85541
ajct,U‘J.o.C )’\ o_):>)”_9 :U &) Labm}lcu).dlg,dswg co).a.:Jl Q)}wd g.,‘.l.,o}s uuﬂ\g,ou
(8635 Je Bahsdlg

al-Bagarah is the apex and completlon of the Quran. 80 angels descended with each
verse, and the verse (o33! @d\ 35 )J\ ay 40l ) was issued from beneath the Arash and
was joined to surah al-Bagarah. In contrast, Ya Sin is the core of the Quran. No one whg
reads it because he wants Allah’s pleasure and the hereafter, except Allah will forgive
him. Therefore, recite it to the deceased among you.

Type of Fadha’il
Protection from the devil
Total number of narration
7
Sample of Hadith Text

Olaradl Al Y 8,841 8)gun 4 Ty S ol O £179:8 (Sigs Ighas Y

Narrated Abu Hurairah RA.:

that the Messenger of Allah (£8) said: "Do not turn your houses into graves. Indeed Ash
Shaitan does not enter the house in which Surat Al-Baqgarah is recited."

Type of Fadha'il

The leadership of people who study al-Bagarah
Total number of narrations

1
Sample of Hadith Text

u,u\uﬁwuw&,bswu@wm»”;f@@ NG wﬁt&&ldg)w
g JLQS D‘).QJJ‘ 85909 c\.JSj |JSD)3ML}A JLQS cu)bbc‘li.bl.o JLQS bew M)b‘w&)&db
_)\LS\:’J.SLQ&N\ djm)bctb\gﬁ ‘o.e.Q \UA&) JLGLQ ‘o.ﬁjml wb u.,@.)LQ JLQ ‘wu dLﬂLQ qo}nﬂ\ 0)3,4:
oyjﬁb u).dl lgalas :- pugmé&sluk,o ] Jg5 Jlad Lg_:f}elyulwo)’\ o).a.aJl 85 g0 pl,u\
M&)wdmjcu&ﬁwxcyg&mwgﬁwﬂ‘ﬂ{go)ﬂﬁwwu).nﬂd.mugﬁ“j;_)ﬁb

e Je $ol Gl JiaS 4035 (§ 35 Udd

Narrated Abu Hurairah RA.:

"The Messenger of Allah () sent an expedition force [comprised] of many, and he
asked each what he could recite, so each one of them mentioned what he could recite
- meaning what he had memorized of the Qur'an. He came to one of the youngest mer
among them and said: '"What have you memorized O so-and-so?' He said: 'l memorized
this and that and Surat Al-Bagarah.' He said: 'You memorized Surat Al-Bagarah?' He
said: "Yes.' He said: "Then go, for you are their commander.' A man among their chiel
said: '‘By Allah [O Messenger of Allah]! Nothing prevented me from learning Surat Al
Bagarah except fearing that | would not be able to stand with (in voluntary nighi
prayer).' The Messenger of Allah (£8) said: 'Learn the Qur'an to recite it, for indeed the
parable of the Qur'an for the one who recites it and stands with it (in prayer) is that of
a bag full of musk whose scent fills the air all around. And the parable of the one whd
learns it then sleeps while it is in his memory is that of a bag containing musk that is
tied shut."
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Type of Fadha’il

The presence of angels when al-Bagarah is recited
Total number of Narration

2
Sample of Hadith Text

ESad ).RJ\ g,JL‘>- .J\ co..\./& t-\.by)n 4.«.9.93 co).n.«.” oj}w J;.U\ }QLw..u dls ‘WU’M‘U‘
Lu)s@:ucuﬂ qu cdﬁa_\ls ).RJ\ @L}.Qbs 4 ’541” Qii.wjui.wﬂcuﬂjd| @L?db.w (Ealad
dﬂ.éalj\uLg@J\u.)a-@.,albo.lscLQb.:l.oyc;M!Jlmb@)oplwswoldmbc@
Wﬁ‘uﬁL@Musj‘@muu\@ud}w,b ’»f OVFSAE du‘wwlb\ﬁ\‘wwww dw‘:\u
JLe A.ab\ Y E5 Easid qmylaal QAT gd A Yo 136 cslaldl ] (ol Eadsd catl] EEra06 o

3155 Y @] KBl 353 OEERAY u‘)ﬁ}’j «liga) E55 dSS)stJIuU.x» U6 Y g6 ‘((q_J|ALoLSJJU_9)
e

o

Narrated Usaid bin Hudair RA.: That while he was reciting Surat Al-Bagara (The Cow) af
night, and his horse was tied beside him, the horse was suddenly startled and troubled
When he stopped reciting, the horse became quiet, and when he started again, the
horse was startled again. Then he stopped reciting and the horse became quiet too. He
started reciting again and the horse was startled and troubled once again. Then hq
stopped reciting and his son, Yahya was beside the horse. He was afraid that the hors¢
might trample on him. When he took the boy away and looked towards the sky, he
could not see it. The next morning, he informed the Prophet who said, "Recite, O lbr|
Hudair! Recite, O Ibn Hudair!" Ibn Hudair replied, "O Allah's Messenger (#8)! My son
Yahya was near the horse and | was afraid that it might trample on him, so | lookeg
towards the sky, and went to him. When | looked at the sky, | saw something like a cloug
containing what looked like lamps, so | went out in order not to see it." The Prophel
(#8) said, "Do you know what that was?" Ibn Hudair replied, "No." The Prophet (&5
said, "Those were Angels who came near to you for your voice and if you had kept or
reciting till dawn, it would have remained there till morning when people would have
seen it as it would not have disappeared.

Type of Fadha’il

Light bearer, protector, source of blessings, and guardian against witches.
Total number of Narration

5
Sample of Hadith Text.

lags® dalill pgy OLSL Lagld Olyes JTg 8,21 1 glya3)l 196,81 cdaliall pgy dlaY adlss dils OTyall 1ge,
LT Ol 8,21 195,31 1B 3 claglal (e Ol Clgww b (o 0,8 lagi ol cOlubs Lags® ol colioled
Allad lgadaind Vg 8w gS59 Ay

Abu Umama RA. said he heard Allah's Messenger (£8) say: Recite the Qur'an, for on the
Day of Resurrection it will come as an intercessor for those who recite It. Recite the twg
bright ones, al-Bagara and Surah Al 'Imran, for on the Day of Resurrection they wil
come as two clouds or two shades, or two flocks of birds in ranks, pleading for thosg
who recite them. Recite Surah al-Baqara, for to take recourse to it is a blessing and tq
give it up is a cause of grief, and the magicians cannot confront it.

Type of Fadha'il
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Contains the most exalted name of Allah, which, when employed in prayer, bringg
acceptance.
7. Total number of Narration
1
Sample of Hadith Text
Rt ‘w :0B «SOlas d\go)j’:ﬂl Golzdly 1CaS & U6 & Do oh3 Wb Olae U 5).5.;.}”: BESH
513 Jp\ NEVEPREY 4 L;Pls 13 L PR ES S 4 L;—.\ 13) Ls.JJ\ Ll gl lagsd u\ oJd ‘_;w.m L;J.J\j.e)
G35 B g QUibl 5594.,5;.:., & e&a 5y alindl
"A man recited surah al-Bagarah and Ali 'Imran, and when he completed praying, Ka'l
r.a. questioned, "Did you recite surah al-Bagarah and Ali 'Imran?" Yes, the mar
responded. Ka' b stated, "By Allah, in whommy life is in his hand, in both of them is the
highest name of God, which, when called in prayer, will be heard." The man repeateg
his request, "Tell me that name." Ka'b responded, "No, by Allah, | won't tell him. If | tel
you, | fear that you will utter a prayer that will destroy both you and me.
Type of Fadha'il
Protection from hypocrisy
Total number of Narration
1
Sample of Hadith Text
3. u.oﬁcw.\y@w|wg5ycfyéuﬁdbb}nﬂ\bﬂw»@\u.&:uus‘ )’:J\aﬁ.w)j\u.\’é:\:)
4533 S5 4T3 03 F b5l OB 0B i B3 QR e T3 AT 3 AES3
Yazid bin al-Aswad al-Jurashiy transmitted the hadith, "Whoever recites surah al
Bagarah and Ali 'Imran in a single day will be protected from hypocrisy until sunset.'
Whoever recites both in the evening will be cured of hypocrisy by morning." According
to the narrators, Yazid read these two surahs day and night, in addition to his regulat
recitation.
Type of Fadha’il
The reader will be regarded as profoundly devout.
Total number of Narration
0. 2
Sample of Hadith Text
a:\.:.’)bﬂuﬁ w53|-os4l~jéo).o$d\' 'J.BJJHJ.SUA MM‘@QJUM‘UJNJL‘B
Umar Bin al-Khattab RA. said: "Whoever recites surah al-Bagarah and Ali 'Imran in one
night, he will surely be written in the sight of Allah as sincerely devout"
Type of Fadha’il
It is considered as one of the al-Sab’ al-Tiwal (The seven long surahs in the Quran)
Total number of Narration
4
Sample of Hadith Text
$Ladlls Olsae UTs 85821 U3kl &l @b QB (o il JUET J&J5) 038 § i 03 dead B8
10. d}bﬂ &"“‘J‘U&’ dalxs U635 :06 . u,«uyg @J&B’\g ela.x)’\g Dv\JLOJ‘ﬁ
Maksudnya: Daripada Sa’id bin Jubayr dalam menghuraikan maksud firman Allah SWT
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bermaksud “dan sesungguhnya Kami telah kurniakan kepadamu tujuh daripada yang
sentiasa diulang
baca “bahawa beliau berkata yang dimaksudkan dengan tujuh yang sentiasa diulang
baca dalam ayat ialah surah: al-Baqarah, Ali ‘Imran, al-Nisa’, al-Ma’idah, al-An’am, al
A’raf, dan Yunus. Mujahid berkata bahawa ia adalah al-Sab’ al-Tiwal.

From Sa’id bin Jubayr in the interpretation of
(GEa)1 e it ST 3415)

And verily We have bestowed upon you seven of those which are constantly repeated
that he said what is meant by the seven that are always repeated in the verse arg
surahs: al-Bagarah, Ali 'Imran, al-Nisa', al-Ma'idah, al-An'am, al-A'raf, and Yunus
Mujahid said that it is al-Sab' al-Tiwal.

11.

Type of Fadha'il

Drive for spirit of Jihad
Total number of Narration
1
Sample of Hadith Text

ub\j"b}ﬂl”b)j.wg_)l::p\b" dLa_ecbeW|Lg@lw ggliaiuld.,awln; {_Jlsds)su;cu?_cus
ng u\yp)!l 4355 ;L'zl 6"0‘:’ " Bj.qul ulzu,al G" @Jbbhs u,uLijdlj.nl u;y..u |9J3 U«:- cu»uo- ‘Ay 58134
ul.z,,o\ &A AAL&ﬂ ‘ay J.\Sg <L>3 (ﬁu& Q}L«.ﬂ.} bli.éc_‘) cgﬂ.b M ¢ "J.EJJ| ubqal c" 4.\\’

3,«4 ubu,ol G :H936% )L,a.ﬁllg ugPLe.,oJl Ji::_e mw LS"J"“" @L&J ugJ.a.: &3(59,4]\ EES ‘M

fle 4 8 55 558

From 'Utbah Bin Fargad RA, he said: "The Messenger of God SAW saw his companions
retreating, then he called out: "O practitioners of surah al-Bagarah!" Utbah said: "l think
this event happened during the battle of Hunayn, when they turned to flee from the
battlefield, then His Majesty ordered Abbas to call out: "O witnesses of the treaty of
Ridhwan under a tree!" While in other narrations it is mentioned "O practitioners o
surah al-Bagarah!" in order for them to regain their enthusiasm for the jihad. Then, they
returned promptly from all directions. Similarly, during the battle of al-Yamamakh
against the followers of Musailamah al-Kazzab, a large number of companions fled dug
to the size of the Bani Hanifah army. Then, the Companions of the Muhajirin and Ansa

shouted, "O practitioners of Surah al-Bagarah!" Until God provides them with victory.

In his presentation of these narrations, lbn Katsir focused his descriptions and comments on
the following aspects

The source or book from whence the hadith originated. For instance, when he

delivered the third hadith above, he indicated that it was transmitted by Imam Ahmad,
Muslim, al-Tirmizi, and al-Nasa'ie (lbn Kathir, 1999).

When delivering the first hadith above, he explained the difficulty in its sanad caused

by the lack of a distinct name for one of the narrators in the first narration from Imam Ahmad
that he cited. Consequently, he presented a second narration from Imam Ahmad that was
likewise provided by other hadith collectors, including Abu Dawud, al-Nasa'ie, and Ibn Majah,
and which clearly identified the narrator in question (Ibn Kathir, 1999).
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iii. A discussion over the status of hadith is evident from his lengthy analysis of the sixth
hadith above, he used this hadith to justify an identical hadith he quoted previously. However,
there is a difference of opinions among hadith scholars over the status of this hadith, as a
result of their divergent views on the status of one of its narrators, which range from accepting
to rejecting. To reconcile the perspectives of these two groups, Ibn Katsir argued that the
hadith is backed up by a large number of other hadiths. This sixth hadith was also provided by
Imam Muslim in his Sahih compilation.

iv. An explanation of the words or the underlying meaning in the narration. This is evident
in his explanatlon of the sixth hadith in the passage cited above in relation to the meanings
(u-\j)-@)“) which is "that produces light," (culud\) which is shades ! (Za,.ZJl) which is "part of
something," (dlyaJ\)whlch is "arranged and gathered," and (4JJmJ|) which is "magicians." Next,
he clarified the last phrase in the narration, "the sorcerer is unable," which refers to a
magician’s inability to memorise al-Bagarah and Ali-Imran or to harm the individual who
recites surah al-Bagarah with his sorcery (lbn Kathir, 1999).

Analysis on Fadha'il of Surah Al-Baqarah in Tafsir al-Tsa'alibiy

In the introduction to his commentary on surah al-Bagarah, al-Tsa'alibiy, like lbn Katsir,
included narrations pertaining to fadha'il of surah. Nevertheless, in accordance with the
concept and methodology of writing tafsir, which is more in the form of a summary by
selecting the best of knowledge from the list of books studied and referred to in order to make
it easier for the reader to master and appreciate the meaning of the Qur'an, al- Tsa'alibiy's
capacity for this purpose is considerably lesser than that of lbn Katsir.

Al-Tsa'alibiy gave nearly ten narrations in his introduction, each of which has its own
significance and is a significant addition to what lbn Katsir presented. In order to delve deeper
into this difference, listed below are the narrations provided by al-Tsa'alibiy concerning the
fadha'il of surah al-Bagarah

Table 2

Data Pattern of Fadha'’il of Surah al-Baqgarah in Tafsir al-Tsa’alibiy

Type of Fadha’il

Surah al-Bagarah among the first warning from Allah SWT.

Total number of Narration

2

Sample of Hadith Text

Lo 189353 4 oSile %5LES 35 e g0l bﬁsa 5 & 1936819 c4als5 193355 D 151> ‘u)_o.!b |5Lm

Ssadl q&) &e Ol eﬁ‘ (&5 ) 93313 dwvl’b °bbi ghal5 e piww S 535 {ya elall S dh

.,u.la.cl d‘ﬁ i (45l 3 X )5; L 4;\ K ub yi @.J.,,a.o J=> g cc.a.“m &QLw 4;[.9 cub.;J\ Gy 4 g uj.erl

_}.a.ﬁl Q "|;9>'9 ULAS-” 4.>:JL9 wla_cb cstyo Cb“‘ e U’"“"ﬁbj‘ﬁ FZS wla_clg ‘d;))l)f.ﬂl o o)adl 0)}“:
NSEIRCELAN

"You must conduct yourself according to the Qur'an. Permit the approved items ang
prohibit the prohibited items. Follow his advice and do not question anything he says
Whatever leads you to be uncertain, return it to Allah and the scholars who will follow
me so that they may guide you. Believe the Torah, the Gospel, the Psalms, and what
their Lord revealed to the prophets. You should rely on the Qur'an and it
interpretations since, in fact, he is the intercessor who is interceded for and what ig
permissible is lawful. Indeed, | have been blessed with surah al-Bagarah from the early
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warning; given surah Ta Ha, surahs beginning with Ta Sin, and surahs beginning with Ha
Mim from the tablets of the Prophet Moses; and given surah al-Fatihah from
underneath the throne."

Type of Fadha’il

Light bearer, protector, source of blessings, and guardian against witches.

Total of Narration

2

Sample of Hadith Text

855 Ot Lwts Olsas JT ¢ ST (85301 0531531 195581 (e BY ok &alall a3 3L 4B o).th lg;)sl

59 193531 ‘ww\ O 0B (Dolgo b ¢ be uujs g8 wmu ugf@y wmw ag3® sl
M‘L@i&]ﬁaﬂ)’j cq/w.> L@Sfﬁc ’L?b..:\.;-‘ :)L; coj.ﬁlﬂ

Abu Umama said he heard Allah's Messenger (£8) say: Recite the Qur'an, for on the Day
of Resurrection it will come as an intercessor for those who recite It. Recite the twg
bright ones, al-Bagara and Surah Al 'Imran, for on the Day of Resurrection they wil
come as two clouds or two shades, or two flocks of birds in ranks, pleading for those
who recite them. Recite Surah al-Baqgara, for to take recourse to it is a blessing and tg
give it up is a cause of grief, and the magicians cannot confront it.

Type of Fadha’il

The pinnacle of the Quran
Total number of Narration
1
Sample of Hadith Text

(s &1 0T (ST 8324 (. &T g 8581 8550 QT AU B15 (ALt g6 (KJ

Narrated Abu Hurairah:that the Messenger of Allah (28): "For everything there is g
hump (pinnacle) and the hump (pinnacle) of the Qur'an is Surat Al-Bagarah, in it there
is an Ayah which is the master of the Ayat in the Qur'an; [it is] Ayat Al-Kursi."

Type of Fadha’il

The safeguarding of Allah SWT
Total number of Narration

1
Sample of Hadith Text

S AT § 858l 559 15T o RETL 1B 053

If anyone recited two verses from the last of Surah al-Bagarah at night, they will be
sufficient for him.

Type of Fadha'il
Protection from Syaitan
Total of Narration

1
Sample of Hadith Text

Olaadl Ay Y 8,81 8y g dd 1,85 S ol
Satan will not enter a home where the Surah al-Bagarah is recited.
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6. Type of Fadha’il

The bestowal of light and the granting of desires
Total number of Narration

1
Sample of Hadith Text
dwab&Qﬁcﬂﬁsww&Mc@jwm‘wsﬂ|m&bd}pw db‘uﬁl&‘:w‘uﬁ
Eédjupjua_)ﬁ|d|d))dln\¢b dUz_Q zgll.ot-tmdj«s cfy«.’\)”.]aﬁ@m‘df}«.” ;M\unub 13"
).:u UJ co).n.«J| O_)}w P“"ﬁ’j cuL&J\ 4::.:[.9 el 2 LS“ ’"‘ ‘d ng:«.ugl U_\_)j,ufwl fo|tY c‘m\;«; “aj,J\ )’\
ifu.b.cl )’l agie dfw

lbn 'Abbas reported that while Gabriel was sitting with the Apostle (£#8) he heard &
creaking sound above him. He lifted his head and said: This is a gate opened in heaver
today which had never been opened before. Then when an angel descended through
it, he said: This is an angel who came down to the earth who had never come down
before. He greeted and said: Rejoice in two lights given to you which have not been
given to any prophet before you: Fatihat al-Kitab and the concluding verses of Surah al
Bagara. You will never recite a letter from them for which you will not be given (g
reward).

Al-Tsa'alibiy gave a significant consideration to the discussion of fadha'il surah in his
interpretation, according to the examination of the preceding evidence. From the perspective
of the commentary or description of the delivered narration, the primary emphasis of al-
Tsa'alibiy is on the following aspects:

I A complete narration from the original source. Al-Tsa'alibiy attempted to complete the
narration mentioned in a tafsir literature to the original source of the hadith, as he did
in the first hadith, by referencing the narration in a more complete version from al-
Hakim al-Naysaburiy's book Al-Mustadrak 'ala al-Sahihayn (Al-Tsa'alibiy, n.d.).

ii. An explanation of the words’ meaning or the underlying meaning of the narration. This
is evident in his analysis of the second hadith above in relation to the meanings of (ili;;jl),
which means magician'; (OtwlsJl), which means 'two white clouds'; (ist,zﬁ\), which means
'each of the thing that overshadows a person from above his head like a cloud'; and
(06,4)1), which means two groups'.

iii. A statement regarding the transmission of hadith from a credible source. Al-Tsa'alibiy is
concerned about the status of hadiths cited in the prominent book of hadith from the
perspective of narration. He always informs his reader the source of the hadith he
guotes, as can be seen in the sixth hadith above, which is from Sahih Muslim and Sunan
al-Nasa'iy.

Summary of Employment of Fadha'il Surah in Tadabbur Al-Quran

Tadabbur al-Quran is a requirement of a person's connection with this sacred book, which was
revealed to serve as a guide for their well-being in this world and the next. In addition to
reading, comprehending, and practising the substance of the verses, each individual must also
attempt to perform tadabbur to the best of his or her ability. Allah SWT's words in Surah Sad,
verse 29:

T 1933 58305 - ansls 5353368 Bpas k) atipsl s

This is a blessed Book which We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], that they might reflect
upon its verses and that those of understanding would be reminded.
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According to Imam Ibn 'Ashur, tadabbur refers to the thinking and research that enables an
individual to comprehend the underlying meaning behind the appearance of a verse. The
verse’s simple expression is filled with multiple meanings. Every time an idea is reasoned and
explored; a new meaning will emerge that was not apparent upon initial comprehension.
Referring to its Arabic background, the term tadabbur signifies observation of a conclusion of
something and the reasoning behind it. It is utilised for research undertaken on a subject to
determine its true nature, origin or cause, evolution or decomposition, as well as its outcome
or repercussions. While the mould it mentioned refers to a recurring and continual process.
Tadabbur is an engagement with the Quran that should occur after comprehending through
its interpretation, as it is difficult to explore and reason about something that has not been
comprehended (Al-Tsa'alibiy, n.d.).

Therefore, it is clear that tadabbur is a process of broadening and deepening a person's
interaction with the Qur'an from the perspective of faith, confidence, understanding,
appreciation, practise, and then self-improvement, family, community, and environment
across various segments of life, based on guidance and indications observed as a result of
research, reasoning, and continuous observation of the verses of the Quran. Thus, tadabbur
differs from tafsir, which concentrates solely on characteristics of verse comprehension based
on descriptions and the scholars’ interpretations. Tadabbur is more of an individual's gratitude
for the understanding gained from a verse. This realisation is what will transform a person's
soul and self into someone who believes, obeys, submits, humbles themselves, remains calm
with all His provisions, and is always ready to accept and apply the given instructions. Allah
SWT's words in surah al-Zumar, verse 23

55 ) pslds qbdsls (B &5 3455 0383 Gudll d5ld Wla 32885 (ER (e adh LS Cousdl asd J55 i
.gl:b M@&T&mwggwwamswmlsuadam|

Allah has sent down the best statement: a consistent Book wherein is reiteration. The skins
shiver therefrom of those who fear their Lord; then their skins and their hearts relax at the
remembrance [i.e., mention] of Allah. That is the guidance of Allah by which He guides whom
He wills. And one whom Allah sends astray - for him there is no guide.

In this context, fadha'il-related narrations serve as catalysts or incentives for readers to read,
comprehend, value, and apply the contents of a surah or verse. Therefore, it is not surprising
that there are several invented stories about fadha'il for the purpose of calling the attention
of people to return to their al-Qur'an, to the extent that some have compiled their own
fadha'il for each surah in the al-Qur'an. Along with this, Ibn Katsir himself indicated that in his
book of tafsir, he preceded the presentation of fadha'il-related narrations over the
interpretation of each surah, in contrast to al-Bukhari in his Sahih, who preceded the Book of
Tafsir over the Book of Fadha'il al-Qur'an. This is because, according to Ibn Katsir, the offered
fadha'il will inspire the reader to memorise the relevant surah, attempt to comprehend it, and
then act upon its contents, but al-Bukhari feels that interpretation is more important than
fadha'il.

The analysis of the presentation of fadha'il in the preface of surah al-Bagarah by the
commentators Ibn Katsir and al-Tsa'alibiy revealed, however, that neither of them made any
serious attempts to connect the form of fadha'il in the narration presented with aspects of
understanding, appreciation, or practise of the content, theme, or objectives of the surah. In
contrast, if the form of fadha'il written in the narrated narrations and the relationship
between the form of fadha'il and the content, theme, and objectives of surah al-Bagarah as
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described by commentators and researchers is examined, it will be found that it a strong and
very interesting connection can be further discussed and conducted in the process of
tadabbur. In order to demonstrate this relationship, the link between the form of fadha'il as
derived from the narration supplied by Ibn Katsir and al-Tsa'alibiy and the content or theme
of surah al-Baqarah as found by commentators and researchers in their works or writings will
be presented. On the general purpose of surah al-Bagarah, the vast majority of commentators
and researchers who examined this aspect concur that the primary purpose of this surah is
the caliphate and the leadership of Muslims as the leaders of human civilization in the end
times (Jama’ah Min Ulama’ al-Tafsir,2017).
The connection between the intended substance or theme and form of fadha'il surah al-
Bagarah is as follows

Table 3
Content Alignment with Types of Fadha’il in Surah al-Bagarah
No. off Theme(s) Type(s) of Fadhda’il
Ayat Surah
The guidance of the Quran and the response of The culmination of the
1. 1-20 believers, non-believers, and hypocrites to it. Quran; a purifier of
hypocrisy.
A call to carry out one’s duties as a servant and The leadership of those
caliph of Allah SWT on earth. who study Surah al-
2. 21-29 Baqarah;
Surah al-Baqgarah from
the earliest warning of
Allah.
A reminder of the proclamation of man as Protection from the
Allah's caliph on earth, the angels' submission devil.
to the wisdom of Allah SWT's provisions, and Angels accompanied
3. 30-39 Iblis' hubris and animosity towards Adam AS. the Quran’s descent.
The presence of angels
when reciting Surah al-
Baqgarah;
Surah al-Bagarah from
the earliest warning of
Allah SWT.
Criticism of the Children of Israel's disbelief, Surah al-Bagarah from
4. 40-48 disobedience, and deviation from the Allah SWT's earliest
foundation of the prophets' teachings, as well warning.
as their covenant with Allah SWT.
Detailed account of the Children of Israel's Surah al-Bagarah from
5. 49-74 scepticism, obstinacy, disobedience, and Allah  SWT's earliest
contempt for the command of the Prophet warning.
Moses (AS) throughout his preaching.
Disclosure of the Children of Israel's attitude Light Bearer,
toward the preaching of the Prophet SAW protector, source of
6. 75-123 | based on their disobedience to the apostles' blessing, and protector
orders for generations despite their knowledge from witches. The
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of the angels' support, the apostles' murder,
compliance with the devil's incitement,
acceptance of the practise of magic, and
various disobedience and wickedness.

presence of angels
during the recitation of
surah al-Baqarah.

124-141

Affirmation of Prophet Ibrahim's monotheism
and his separation from Jewish and Christian
doctrines by means of struggle, practise,
construction of the Kaaba, prayers and
supplications so that he may be blessed with
correct guidance for his successors and be sent
a messenger of light.

The bestowal of light
and the granting of
desires;

Contains the highest
name of Allah in which
prayers are answered
through it.

142-162

The transfer of the Qiblah and the caliphate to
the followers of the Prophet Muhammad SAW,
as well as the fortification of the souls of
believers to accept the responsibility.

Leadership of those
who study surah al-
Baqarah;
The drive for the spirit
of jihad.

163-177

The consolidation of the ummah's identity via
the conceptualization of faith and the primary
Taabbudiy law of Islam, as well as the
establishment of pure morals.

Surah al-Bagarah, the
earliest reminder of
Allah

10.

178-203

Detailed discussion on the main practical rules
of Islam, which are the syiar and the basis for
the organisation of society and the connection
between each element of the community.

A Motivator for Jihad;
Pinnacle of the Quran

11.

204-220

Categorization of mankind in accordance with
their response towards the mandate of Allah
SWT and the prohibition of following into the
devil's footsteps, as well as warnings about the
upcoming tests and the promise of His
protection and assistance to the believers.

The protection of Allah
SWT; Protection
against Satan

12.

221-242

Details of Islamic family law and management
guidance based on the principles and Islamic
regulations with the observation of practise,
jihad, zikr, and prayer as the foundation for the
construction of a mithali society.

The reader will be
regarded as profoundly
devout, Drive the spirit
of Jihad and Pinnacle of
the Quran.

13.

243-260

Information about the nature of life and death
gleaned from the history of past people with
the assistance of Allah SWT towards the
believers and His disdain for the unbelievers as
a motivator for jihad with soul and wealth in
order to carry out the caliphate duties.

The leadership of those
who study surah al-
Bagarah; the presence
of  angels during
recitation of surah al-
Bagarah. Contains the
ultimate name of Allah
that brings acceptance
in prayer; Drive the
spirit of Jihad
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Motivation for donation with observance of Drive the spirit of
14. 261-274| good manners, development of a culture of Jihad; Protection
donating wealth without any influence of against the devil
devil's enticement in order to build a dignified
society and a generation of civilised society.
A manual for cleansing the soul of greed and Its position as one of
15. 275-283| desire for wealth till it becomes entangled with the al-Sab’ al-Tiwal.
oppression and exploitation in financial
matters.
The summary of the total power and might of The reader will be
Allah SWT and the equal accountability of the regarded as profoundly
16. 284-286| apostles and believers in receiving the devout. Contains the
responsibility and guidance of tawajjuh and most exalted name of
prayer in overcoming adversities. Allah, which, when
employed in prayer,
brings acceptance.

As presented in the table, it can be inferred that the types of fadha'il surah have a close
relationship with the surah's themes and substances. This aspect must be taken into
consideration by scholars while interpreting and conveying the message of a certain surah.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it is suggested that interpreters and researchers attempt to attract the attention
of readers in order to further deepen their discussions of tafsir. This needs to be followed
through by giving comments from the perspectives of the connection or implicit wisdom
behind the narrations discovered in relation to the benefits of a particular surah with the
objective, theme, or content of the surah in focus. This effort will enhance the quality of the
interpretation offered and stir the reader's curiosity in ways that motivate him or her to
ponder more carefully upon the magnificence or completeness of a surah in expressing its
meaning and achieving its purpose for its reader.

For instance, when presenting the hadith about purifying oneself from the nature of hypocrisy
as part of the fadha'il of this surah, the researcher should direct the reader's attention to the
issue of hypocrisy, which is part of the main theme and content of this surah. The connection
between the issue of hypocrisy and the primary purpose of this surah must also be clarified,
and verses that address the theme of hypocrisy in this surah can serve as an introduction to
the detailed discussion that will ensue. In this context, verses 8-20 focus the discussion on the
character and disposition of hypocrites. In addition, hypocrisy-related concerns are discussed
in other topics or in other verses of surah al-Bagarah, in order to intensify efforts to eradicate
this trait from the followers of Prophet Muhammad SAW, as inheritors of human leadership.
Verse 76th of the surah, for instance, discusses the attitude of the Children of Israel toward
the message of the Prophet, which manifested the nature of the hypocrites in their conduct.
The words of God Almighty

ﬁs,) Jis ety So3lad) (e Al 423 08553531 1506 azs ) dehazs M5 1315 Galz 1308 Tolale T4 13158
6 ka3 Yl
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And when they meet those who believe, they say, "We have believed"; but when they are alone
with one another, they say, "Do you talk to them about what Allah has revealed to you so they
can argue with you about it before your Lord?" Then will you not reason?

This verse suggests that the Jews at the time of the Prophet SAW also employed hypocrisy as
a method to cripple the Muslims and their administration from within. Along this line, the risks
of hypocrisy and how surah al-Bagarah treats this ailment, and how this moral disease can be
eradicated from the Islamic community and community leaders can be conveyed to the
readers.

In addition, a study of the narrations relating to these ill doings reveals that surah Ali 'Imran is
likewise relating the same deception. Therefore, it is extremely important to compare the
approach advocated by surah al-Bagarah with surah Ali 'Imran to eradicate hypocrites from
society. In fact, it is not an exaggeration to assert that the comparison of the two surahs in
this topic as worth studying.

In the ever-increasing desire of the community to perform tadabbur al-Quran, the effort to
relate to the benefits of a surah as a beneficial practise by the community, combined with an
understanding of the meaning and wisdom implied will increase the Muslim community's faith
in their Holy book. This can enhance their appreciation and widen their exploration of
knowledge based on the guidance of the Quran.
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