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Abstract 
The current study examines the Sustainable Development Goals disclosure (SDGs) in 
corporates’ integrated reports as attempt to encourage SDGs adoption in the companies’ 
integrated strategies towards improving stakeholder value. This study utilized bibliometric 
analysis via the VOS viewer software to carry out the publications trends analysis, keyword 
mapping analysis, and citation analysis, amongst others. The data for analysis were derived 
from the Scopus database, entailing 1763 articles published between 2013 and 2023. 
Moreover, through visualization, the name of the author and the nodes' size indicate the 
author's number of publications, showing the most cited authors in each subfield, etc., from 
the different results. Finally, the findings showed a summary of recent studies related to the 
keywords in this study. A systematic, transparent, and repeatable review of multiple studies 
on integrated reporting and the SDGs was made possible through the bibliometric analysis. In 
addition, it helps researchers find the most impactful research and map the research areas 
where subjective bias is the least. Furthermore, it enables more objective analysis, better 
audit quality, and greater reliability. 
Keywords: Bibliometric Analysis, Integrated Reporting, Scopus, Sustainable Development 
Goals, VOS Viewer 
 
Introduction 

Traditional corporate measurement and reporting practices–including their structure, 
contents, and guidelines–have been discussed and criticized for not properly and accurately 
communicating information to the stakeholders (Hörisch et al., 2020; Humphrey et al., 2017). 
Stakeholders today including investors, governments, societies, creditors, and capitalists are 
recognizing the increasing significance of financial and non-financial data given prevailing 
challenges in the business landscape and the need for high transparency (Arvidsson, 2011; 
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Bhimani & Langfield-Smith, 2007) Previously, stakeholders had deemed the adequacy of 
financial reports in meeting their informational needs (Lipunga, 2015). But due to the 
incessant demand of attainment Sustainable Development Goals, global agendas were 
established with the aim of enhancing stakeholder demands and improving disclosures of 
accounting information. Resultantly, more coverage is given to non-financial data especially 
to sustainability aspects, governance, social responsibility, and environment (Noorhayati & 
Amosh, 2018). More firms have therefore begun to make changes to their reporting 
procedures by including sustainability and non-financial data to the scope of their disclosure. 
This has caused the value idea to be expanded (Hategan et al., 2018). In addition, financial 
and non-financial data is placed in a consolidated report (Dumay et al., 2016; Thomson, 2015). 
To culminate this prolonged process, in 2013, International Integrated Reporting Council 
(IIRC) introduced the International Integrated Reporting Framework as a mean of establishing 
content elements and guiding principles that would govern the entire integrated report and 
elucidate the basic concepts (Izzo et al., 2020b). Integrated reporting (IR) is " a concise 
communication about how an organization’s strategy, governance, performance, and 
prospects, in the context of its external environment, lead to the creation, preservation or 
erosion of value over the short, medium and long term."(IIRC, 2021, p.10).  

 
SDGs adoption by all member nations of UN in 2015 encourages businesses to build 

new business models and incorporate sustainable development (SD) concerns into their 
strategical goals. Organizations must therefore implement sustainable management 
techniques, concepts, and processes   Ramos (2019), using the application of more recent non-
financial reporting systems (NFR) that satisfy the informational requirements of stakeholders 
for understanding the connection between SD and value generation (Adams, 2017). 
According to Mensah (2019), coordinated efforts on a variety of levels, i.e., socially, 
environmentally, and economically are necessary to achieve sustainable growth. The 
foundation and ultimate objective of sustainable development is to accomplish a balance 
between these elements. Most accounting researchers (Farooq & de Villiers, 2019; 
Terblanche & De Villiers, 2019) underline the significance of prioritizing and guiding non-
financial disclosure as organizational strategies focus on future activities as a means for 
preserving and generating shareholder and societal values. As a result of reporting more 
information to satisfy the requirements of stakeholders, sustainability reports have become 
lengthier and more complex. This has led to the introduction of a variety of accountability 
systems specifically for sustainability disclosure. Among such systems are integrated 
reporting (IR) framework and sustainability reporting (SR) guidelines (Hoang, 2018; Taliento 
et al., 2019). 
 

Expansive databases like Scopus, Science Direct, and Web of Science are being used 
today to collect scientific articles. Scholarly articles can be evaluated by examining several 
aspects, including the keywords, topic, number of authors, number of citations, and 
institutional collaborations. With the usage of these sources, organizations can gain insight 
into the impact on individuals and groups. In addition, these sources can facilitate the 
understanding of emerging scientific trends by new researchers in a similar discipline. This 
makes it significantly dissimilar from a typical literature survey. An essential component of 
the academic evaluation process is this kind of cataloging service. Bibliometric analysis and 
the determination of the relationship between articles on the basis of citation numbers were 
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introduced by (Price, 1964). Bibliometrics technology is used for estimating, analyzing, and 
visualizing scientific field constructions. Additionally, it describes an area of knowledge and 
its expansion (Holden et al., 2005), on top of producing measurements for publications based 
on aspects like publishers, citations, and countries of origin (Lewison, 2005). 

 
       Social science scholars have started to use quantitative (e.g., bibliometric analysis) and 
qualitative (e.g., content analysis) methodologies for analyzing data. Despite the 
underutilization of these methods in business research. In the future, economists and 
financiers will tend to identify trends in economics and finance research (Popov, 2017). 
Bibliometric research on integrated reporting and sustainable development goals disclosure 
remains lacking. Hence, the current study utilized the bibliometric method to assess 
publications that can be accessed by academics, especially those related to integrated 
reporting and SDGs disclosure. The identification of key research directions can be facilitated 
by bibliometric reviews which offer a wide-ranging outline of research trends, growth, and 
emerging topics. This in turn helps researchers in mapping the intellectual aspect, identifying 
the gaps of research, and guiding future research. This review hence intends to map the 
disclosure of the SDGs via integrated reporting utilizing bibliometric analysis, elucidating 
prevailing insights and future research investigations. Below are the research questions being 
addressed by this study: 
 
      RQ1. How has research on integrated reporting and SDG disclosure evolved over the 
years? Which authors, organizations, countries, keywords, citations, and sources have the 
greatest influence in the field of current research? 
    RQ2. What is the relationship between the authors, organizations, and countries in terms 
of co-authorship, co-organization, and co-authorship countries?  
 
         The increasing need to enhance transparency and accountability in the business sector, 
especially in light of the global shifts towards sustainability, has led to the importance of 
studying the bibliometric analysis of sustainable development goals disclosure within 
integrated reports. Consequently, it contributes to bridging the knowledge gap on how 
companies use integrated reporting as a tool to disclose their financial, social, and 
environmental activities towards the SDGs. Furthermore, bibliometric analysis provides a 
systematic way to measure and analyze patterns in the scientific literature, helping to 
understand research trends, identify knowledge gaps, and assess the impact of publications 
in a given field. Additionally, the current study is useful for companies and institutions to 
improve their practices in disclosing SDGs through integrated reports, as well as for investors 
who seek accurate information to make informed investment decisions. Moreover, it will be 
useful for policymakers to guide legislation towards enhancing sustainability, as well as for 
researchers and academics to develop additional studies in this field. The rest of the paper is 
organized as follows: part 2 presents the literature review, part 3 discusses the bibliometric 
methodology, part 4 presents the bibliometric results and discussion, and part 5 concludes 
the paper. 
 
Literature Review 

As a result of the crises that have been occurred around the world throughout the last 
decade, there has been convention among academics and practitioners that keep applying 
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the, existing procedures (current financial reports) will lead to a lot of criticism for financial 
accounting (Busco et al., 2013), given the need of stakeholders'  for non-financial data 
(quantitative and descriptive) and the failure of the accounting information system with its 
present condition to supply these information, hence there is a necessity to evolve this system 
to generate financial and non-financial information, mostly environmental, social, 
governance and sustainable (Haji & Hossain, 2016). In light of the lack of linkage between 
information, stakeholders find it difficult to assess companies’ performance in the short term 
in addition to predicting their performance in the future; hence, the shortcomings of 
traditional reports or even separate reports are the main reason behind the need to prepare 
integrated reports, which fulfill the requirements of a large segment of internal and external 
stakeholders (Owen, 2013). In terms of financial reports’ criterions nature, the limitations are 
that they are difficult to understand and apply due to the contradictory perspectives taken 
during the development of those standards. Additionally, for very large and developed 
operations, the challenge lies in the usage of simple accounting terms (Dumitru et al., 2013). 
With regards to reports of sustainability, some criticisms has been pointed at these reports 
(Robertson & Samy, 2015) due to inconsistencies between the corporates disclosure and what 
is the request of the stakeholders. The cause of this is the separate preparation of current 
financial and non-financial reports, as well as it contains a big quantity of information, that 
makes these reports complicated, hard to understand and could not supply the stakeholders 
with comprehension of the information nature and the relationship between the non-
financial and financial data. Hence, a gap exists between the company information disclosure 
and investors requirements to evaluate activities values and prospects (Hoque, 2017; 
Bernardi & Stark, 2018).  

 
  Lipunga confirms that the companies' ethical obligation results in the require for 
integrated reporting, as companies realized that their subsistence and persistence depend 
mostly on its support provision amount to the community, so those companies are ethically 
commits to promote its contribution to the community positively, that makes the interested 
anticipate companies' reports to reflect their function in the community and report the 
positive and negative performance (Lipunga, 2015). In a similar context, Eccles et al (2012), 
Eccles et al (2012), argue that corporates’ requirement for transparency to progress their 
fame, obtain the stakeholders confidence, be in communication with them, and meet their 
informational requirements are the most significant motives for going towards integrated 
reporting. According to Guthrie and Martin-Sardesai (2020), the challenge lies with the 
Sustainable Development Goals of United Nations and the numerous tools utilized for 
disseminating the pertinent data. An agenda for people, planet, and prosperity development 
titled "Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development" was 
employed by 193 countries during 2015 at the general association of United Nations, as it 
consists of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in a wide-ranging action program 
encompassing 169 milestones or goals. At the international level, the SDGs denote a shared 
language that enables the actions of different governments to be promoted, monitored, and 
reported by deeply linking the social, economic, and environmental aspects to the goal of 
sustainable development of regions (Stafford-Smith et al., 2017). 
 
         Criticisms were directed to conventional financial reporting due to its failure to fulfill 
stakeholders’ information requirement (Iredele, 2019; Kılıç & Kuzey, 2018b) particularly 
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because future-oriented information is not readily available (Rosati & Faria, 2019a). Through 
the integrated reporting and thinking cycle, the objective of the International Integrated 
Reporting Council (IIRC) "is to efficient and productive capital allocation, will act as a force for 
financial stability and sustainable development" (IIRC, 2021, p.2). Indeed, the core  notions of 
Integrated Reporting (IR) are consistent with the creating value for organizations and society 
for the long-term, which in turn is crucial for the SDGs accomplishment (Adams, 2020). 
 
        Along this line, a joint initiative was launched by the United Nations Global Compact 
(UNGC) and the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) (Orzes et al., 2018) with the objective of 
empowering “businesses to incorporate SDG reporting into their existing processes, 
empowering them to act and make the achievements of the SDGs a reality” (Rosati & Faria, 
2019b, p.2). In view of the significance of corporate sustainability in ensuring the long-run 
success of organizations, the SDGs enable the development of business-driven solutions and 
technologies that would be advantageous for organizations. The organizations may 
participate in the SDGs through measuring and reporting them whilst taking advantage of 
various benefits including the ability to identify future business prospects and to strengthen 
engagement with stakeholders (Izzo et al., 2020a).  
 
           There are several recent studies from 2020 to 2023 that are related to bibliometric 
analysis about integrated reporting, integrated thinking, sustainability, and sustainable 
development goals, but they have done so separately (Bautista-Puig et al., 2021; Di Vaio et 
al., 2020; Effah et al., 2023; Meschede, 2020; Mishra et al., 2023; Nazari et al., 2021; Othman 
& Basnan, 2021; Petrushenko et al., 2020; Pizzi et al., 2020; Prieto-Jiménez et al., 2021; Raman 
et al., 2023; Sianes et al., 2022; Sweileh, 2020; Vasyl et al., 2022) Hence, this work addresses 
this gap as the first study collected bibliometric analysis for sustainable development goals 
disclosure in integrated reports as both financial and non-financial information are disclosed 
together, which has social, economic, and environmental influence (Anifowose et al., 2020; 
Hamad et al., 2023; Kılıç & Kuzey, 2018a).  
 
Methodology 
Sampling Method and Data Collection 

The sample size was built using the database of Scopus which is the biggest database 
for citations and abstracts of peer-reviewed research. Established in 2004, the database can 
be used for tracking, screening, and displaying a wide range of researches and literatures. It 
mainly seeks to simplify the efficient and effective pursuit of scientific research. This database 
carries over 24,500 active titles by over 5,000 publishers globally about the social sciences, 
science, technology, medicine, and humanities areas. We used this database to search for the 
most suitable data collection method for this study using the key terms “integrated reporting” 
and “sustainable development goals” focusing on the (a) title of the article, (b) abstract, and 
(c) keywords. As many as 1763 documents were identified in the Scopus search covering the 
period from 2013 to 2023. 

 
Bibliometrics Analyses 

This study used VOS viewer software to derive a graphical analysis of the bibliometric 
information (Wong, 2018). Essentially a scientific software, VOS  viewer enables the collection 
of data and generation of maps using the combination of bibliographies, citations, and 
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repeated keywords, using its own clustering method (Eck & Waltman, 2017). This software 
facilitates the visualization and analysis of patterns and trends in scientific literatures. Via the 
combination of network visualization and automatic cluster drawing, it analyzes possible 
knowledge structures in the literature. The software has numerous visual analytics and 
functions. Additionally, it facilitates the identification of intellectual foundations, hotspots, 
emergent trends, and knowledge networks in a similar academic field. It analyzes the 
collected data in terms of the authors, cited authors, cited references, cited journals, 
keywords, categories, institutions, and countries. Various formats are used to display the 
visualization map including density, mass, plot, and label model, whereby each dataset is 
differentiated using a distinct color (Murdayanti & Khan, 2021). The results are presented in 
the next section in the form of several types of bibliometric analysis with the use of figures. 
 
Result and Discussion 

Figure 1 shows the publications number by year. The findings revealed a piecemeal 
rise in annual publications during the first three years. After 2018, the growth rate 
significantly increased in the fourth, fifth, and sixth years. This is attributable to the current 
worldwide trend centering on the topics of integrated reporting and SDGs due to their crucial 
relevance to transparency, the disclosure of accounting information, and the provision of 
financial and non-financial data serving internal and external parties and enhancing the social, 
economic, and environmental parts. 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               

Figure1. Number of Published Articles per Year 
 

        VOS viewer software was used to visualize research results and analyze bibliometric data 
(Wong, 2018). The VOS viewer software collects data and generates maps derived from the 
combination of bibliographies, citations, and keyword repetitions (Eck & Waltman, 2017). In 
order to address RQ1 and RQ2 of our study, this technique was used to obtain six main 
categories of bibliographic analysis: 
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Co-Authorship Analysis 
          Based on the author network co-authoring analysis and network visualization, it meets 
the minimum of 195 authors of documents per authority for three, thus meeting the 
threshold of 33 (see Figure 2). In visualizing the author network, VOS viewer displays the 
datasets gathered over the 2013–2023 period. "Author" was chosen to denote the node type 
whilst identifying the 33 most frequent citations. Next, VOS viewer was utilized to attain 
Figure 2, indicating the collaboration network of the creator. The number of author posts is 
denoted by the author’s name and node size whilst the collaboration’s strength is denoted by 
the thickness of their links. Each group’s keywords are elucidated by the author’s network 
whilst displaying the authors with the most citations in the sub-areas of Integrated Reporting 
and SDG disclosure. Essentially, number 1 maps the author’s network (co-authorship) 
developed based on the criterion which the author has a minimum of five published articles. 
The grid visualization displays 33 linked writers, indicated by the solid lines linking the points 
of author's name with that of the other authors. Eight groups are formed based on the co-
authorship presented in Figure 2. A normal view of the groups can be seen based on the font 
color linking the author's name points, i.e., red, green, blue, yellow, violet, orange, light blue, 
and rose. The data shows 195 authors connected to each other (collaborators of articles). 
Only 33 authors are visualized to have the most significant relationships based on the VOS 
viewer Request.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2. Author's Network 
 
Co-Organization Analysis 
          The organization with the strongest links in the publication of integrated reports and 
the SDGs is the Business and Economics School, Linnaeus University, Kalmar, Sweden which 
has 13 documents overall and a total link strength of 31. Meanwhile, Yonsei Frontier Lab of 
Yonsei University, Seoul, South Korea is ranked the lowest with merely two documents overall 
and a total strength link of two. A total of 204 organizations have been identified to have 
written about integrated reporting and the SDGs between 2013 and 2013. Even so, these 
organizations are not all connected to each other. Figure 3 and Table 1 show that only 2 
organizations have strength link namely Business and Economics School, Linnaeus University, 
Kalmar, Sweden and Management, Marketing, and Entrepreneurship Department, University 
of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand. 
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Figure 3. Organization's Network  
 
Table 1  
The Sequence of Most Organization for Documents 

organization documents citations total 
link 

strength 

School of business and economics, 
Linnaeus university, Kalmar, Sweden. 

13 537 31 

School of accountancy, university of the 
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, south 
Africa. 

12 396 0 

Department of management, marketing 
and entrepreneurship, university of 
Canterbury, Christchurch, new Zealand. 

9 679 24 

Centre for excellence in sustainable 
development, Goa institute of 
management, India. 

8 525 5 

Department of accounting and 
corporate governance, Macquarie 
university, Sydney, Australia. 

7 263 4 

Les Roches international school of hotel 
management, Crans Montana, 
Switzerland. 

6 13 0 

Sumy state university, Ukraine. 5 18 1 

Epartment of economics and 
management, university Lum jean 
Monnet, Casamassima, Italy. 

4 297 0 

Comsats university Islamabad, Lahore 
campus, Pakistan.  

3 473 5 

Yonsei frontier lab, Yonsei university, 
Seoul, South Korea. 

2 26 2 

             Source: Created by authors 
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Co-Authorship- Countries 
A total of 138 countries have published topics on integrated reporting and sustainable 

development goals. Even so, these countries are not all linked to one another. Figure 4 shows 
that only 62 of the countries have a total strength link. The United Kingdom, Italy, and the 
Australia are major contributors to integrated reporting and sustainable development goals, 
with 255, 197, and 178 articles, respectively. They are among the most cited countries for the 
period from 2013 to 2023. In addition, having the most-strong links in publishing, as shown in 
Figure 4 and Table 2. 
 

Figure 4. Network Visualization in Co-Authorship-Countries  
 
Table 2  
The Sequence of the Most Country for Document 

country documents 

United Kingdom 255 

Italy 197 

Australia 178 

China 174 

United States 174 

India 124 

Germany 106 

South Africa 103 

Spain 99 

Brazil 
  

75 

              Source: Created by authors 
 

Co-Occurrence – All Keywords Analysis   
The VOS viewer software was employed for bibliometric analysis based on keywords 

or co-occurrences. The analysis found 204 keywords relevant to integrated reporting and the 
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SDGs. The minimum co-occurrence in this analysis is 10, whereby the 204 identified keywords 
are divided into 7 clusters. Each cluster is marked with its own distinct color as shown in the 
visualization map. The bibliographic data used in this analysis covers the period from 2013 to 
2023. Next, by using the VOS viewer, the keywords that occurred the most and their 
relationship to other topics were identified. The clustering result data is presented in Figure 
5. Meanwhile, Figure 6 shows the most frequently occurring subjects related to the other 
findings about integrated reporting and SDGs namely “integrated reporting”, “sustainability 
reporting”, and “developing countries”. Figure 5 shows that several research about listed 
companies from 2014 to 2022 related to the use of integrated reporting and theories of 
sustainable development goals uses legitimacy theory and stakeholder theory serving parties 
such as stakeholders and policymakers, and also uses content analysis, integrated approach, 
and business model. 

 

 
Figure 5. Density Visualization in Co-Occurrence – All Keywords  
 

In Figure 6, the year of the article encompassing the published keyword is 
represented by the node keyword color in the overlay visualization. The length of time a 
topic will be covered in the research is indicated by the darker Colors of the Nodes. 
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Figure 6. Overlay Visualization in Co-Occurrence-All Keyword 
 
Citation Analysis 

To determine if the writing is affected by the distributions and screening, the explicit 
repetitions of author and article references were identified using the VOS viewer 
programming. The visual group relationships are shown in Figure 7 and Table 3. Out of all the 
distributions on topics related to integrated reporting and the SDGs published in 2018, Schot 
j. is the most frequently referenced, i.e., 514 times. Next is De Villiers c. who was cited 418 
times in 2014. Various other authors also showed significant commitments to research on 
integrated reporting and the SDGs throughout the 2013-2023 period, and most of them were 
published in the Journal of Strategic Organization and Business Strategy and the Environment. 
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Meanwhile, the other publishers cited very few articles on both the aforementioned subjects 
(see Figure 7 and Table 3). 
Figure 7. Network Visualization in Citation – Documents  

 
Table 3  
The Sequence of the Most Cited Scientific Articles 

Researcher and Year of 
Publication 

Document Title Number of 
Citation 

(Schot & Steinmueller, 2018) Three frames for innovation policy: R&D, 
systems of innovation and transformative 
change 
 

514 

(Villiers et al., 2014) Integrated reporting: Insights, gaps and an 
agenda for future research 
 

418 

(Frias-Aceituno et al., 2012) The role of the board in the dissemination of 
integrated corporate social reporting 
 

366 

(Allam & Dhunny, 2019) On big data, artificial intelligence and smart 
cities 
 

361 

(Dumay, 2016) A critical reflection on the future of intellectual 
capital: from reporting to disclosure 
 

353 

(Schandl et al., 2016) Decoupling global environmental pressure and 
economic growth: scenarios for energy use, 
materials use and carbon emissions 
 

309 
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Researcher and Year of 
Publication 

Document Title Number of 
Citation 

(Quayson et al., 2020) Technology for Social Good Foundations: A 
Perspective from the Smallholder Farmer in 
Sustainable Supply Chains 
 

302 

(Adams, 2014) The international integrated reporting council: A 
call to action 
 

298 

(Hall, 2021) Constructing sustainable tourism development: 
The 2030 agenda and the managerial ecology of 
sustainable tourism 
 

251 

(Stubbs & Higgins, 2014) Integrated reporting and internal mechanisms 
of change 
 

250 

               Source: Created by authors 
 

Table 3 presents a list of scientific articles with over 10 citations, in descending order. 
Some of the articles are frequently cited because they are of high quality and regarded as 
academically excellent or due to the fact that they were published during the initial years of 
integrated reporting and the SDGs, which might have an influential result in this field. At that 
time, the scientific community was still confused about the subjects of integrated reporting 
and the SDGs. But citations of scholarly articles on these subjects begun to increase between 
2013 and 2023. As a result, integrated reports and sustainable development goals became 
topics of research describing a diversity of topics, which includes the uniformity of accounting 
information, transparency, financial and non-financial reporting, and accounting data 
comparability. 

 
 Citation-Sources 

Statistics of the five primary publications sources on integrated reporting and the 
SDGs have been summarized in Figure 8 and Table 4. The Journal of Cleaner Production is one 
among the best sources that is a key platform that encourages, supports, and disseminates 
high-quality research on emerging technologies with broad applications. This global and 
interdisciplinary journal focuses on green production research and practices, sustainability, 
and the environment, with the objective of helping communities to become more sustainable. 
This journal addresses and deliberates on the practical and theoretical aspects of clean 
production, covering sustainability and environmental challenges faced by organizations, 
educational institutions, governments, communities, and regions. It covers the subject areas 
of Corporate Social Responsibility, Corporate Sustainability, Sustainable Development and 
Sustainability, and Sustainable Consumption, among many others. Due to the highly broad 
research topics related to integrated reporting and the SDGs, top-tier journals such as Scopus 
and indexed publishing sources are used to overcome the related challenges. 
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Figure 8. Density Visualization in Citation – Sources 
 
Table 4  
Top (Five) Publication Sources 

Source Title Number of Article Publications citations 

journal of cleaner production 367 9899 

business strategy and the environment 59 1999 

journal of sustainable tourism 52 1322 

technological forecasting and social change 45 1446 

meditari accountancy research 42 555 

              Source: Created by authors 
 

Conclusion 
From an accounting perspective, integrated reporting represents a new technical 

framework that can be fully leveraged. Despite its importance to SDGs’ disclosure, there is 
still a dearth of SDGs disclosure research through integrated reporting. Therefore, the current 
study used a complete bibliometric analysis of the literature on “Integrated Reporting” and 
“Sustainable Development Goals” using the Scopus database covering the period from 2013 
to 2023, using 1763 articles as the sample. Several aspects were examined in this paper 
including the shifting number of publications throughout the study period, the published 
document types, the publications sources, and the referred organizations and countries, 
among others. The findings revealed a substantial surge in the publication number about 
these topics, especially from 2018 until 2023. Moreover, by summarizing recent research 
articles from 2020 to 2023, this study offers a foundation for research topics and enhances 
opportunities for future research. In addition, according to the VOS viewer search results, six 
major groups were formed through the bibliometric analysis. 

 
 According to the network's research results, the current study can guide the 

researchers to find research gaps in the integrated reporting domain for disclosure of 
sustainable development goals, and at the company level it encourages the decision makers 
to use integrated reporting as a portion of the business strategy of the corporate to increase 
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the financial and non-financial information disclosure and transparency. However, the 
research limitation of this paper is that the data was created from Scopus database only. 
Future research can also take into account online databases like PubMed and Web of Science 
when selecting a data source. Additionally, meta-analysis can be used for data analysis. 
Companies are the economic engine of a country, and being SDGs disclosure responsible is 
not a decision but an obligation. Therefore, future studies should include other influencing 
factors such as company size, company age, and company sustainability. At the same time, 
governments should grant tax incentives to companies because they act a great role in 
enhancing the growth and sustainability of companies, as there is still not much clarity 
pertaining to the approval and implementation of these, especially in developing countries. 
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