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Abstract

This study examines the implementation of contextual teaching in Islamic Education through
an analysis of previous studies. This approach has gained attention due to its ability to connect
learning with students’ real-life experiences, making teaching more meaningful while
supporting the development of Islamic values. However, prior studies indicate that its
implementation remains limited, small in scale, and not systematically integrated into the
curriculum or teacher professional development. This study employs a Systematic Literature
Review (SLR) guided by the PRISMA protocol and PICo framework to ensure a systematic and
transparent analysis process. A total of 20 articles published between 2019 and 2026 were
selected from Scopus, Web of Science, and Google Scholar. The findings identify three main
themes: contextual teaching strategies, its effectiveness in improving academic achievement
and Islamic values, and implementation challenges. The study recommends stronger
curriculum integration, continuous teacher training, and the provision of context-relevant
teaching materials.

Keywords: Contextual Teaching, Islamic Education Pedagogy, Islamic Values, Systematic
Literature Review, Teaching Strategies

Introduction

The teaching of Islamic Education (Pendidikan Islam, PAI) is not merely intended to deliver
religious knowledge theoretically; rather, its primary objective is to instill Islamic values in
students’ daily lives. In contemporary education, there is an increasing emphasis on ensuring
that learning is meaningful and relevant to students’ real-life experiences. This shift reflects
broader transformations in the educational landscape, particularly with the advancement of
digital technologies that are reshaping teaching and learning practices in the 21st century.

In the context of Islamic Education, these developments highlight the need for teaching
approaches that not only convey religious knowledge but also facilitate the internalization
and practical application of Islamic values. However, there are still teaching practices in
Islamic Education that tend to emphasize rote memorization without linking knowledge to
real-life situations. This condition limits students’ ability to fully understand and internalize
Islamic values in their everyday lives.
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However, in the context of Islamic Education (Pendidikan Agama Islam, PAl), the learning
process continues to face challenges in ensuring that the use of technology not only enhances
the cognitive domain but also preserves and strengthens the spiritual dimension among
students (Muhyiddin et al., 2026). Furthermore, PAIl learning in the digital era still encounters
significant challenges, as the teaching approaches employed tend to remain conventional and
are not well aligned with the needs and learning styles of today’s digital generation. This
situation indirectly affects students’ interest and engagement in the learning process (Agista
et al.,, 2026).

Although technology has great potential to enhance student engagement and understanding
through the use of digital applications, interactive media, and technology-based learning,
teachers’ readiness in terms of skills, training, and institutional support remains a major issue
in optimizing its implementation (Siregar et al., 2025). In addition, despite the increasing use
of technology such as electronic modules, a gap still exists between the demands of 21st-
century learning and conventional teaching practices that lack the integration of contextual
approaches in the learning process (Firmansyah et al., 2025). These challenges highlight the
urgent need for a more holistic and relevant teaching approach that is able to integrate
knowledge, values, and technology effectively.

To address this issue, the contextual teaching approach is viewed as a relevant alternative to
bridge the gap between theory and practice. This approach emphasizes meaningful learning
by directly connecting lesson content with students’ daily experiences. Previous studies have
shown that this approach not only enhances students’ understanding but also increases their
engagement in the learning process, while strengthening critical thinking skills and problem-
solving abilities. In the context of Islamic education, the contextual approach enables students
to explore important values such as honesty, justice, compassion, and ethics through learning
activities that are closely related to their real-life experiences. In addition, the use of
technology and audiovisual materials in contextual teaching enriches the learning experience
and supports the creation of a more inclusive learning environment.

Building on this, the integration of artificial intelligence (Al) technology further expands the
potential of contextual teaching in Islamic Education. Al enables teachers to design learning
experiences that are more flexible and responsive to students’ diverse needs. Through the
use of such technology, students are able to explore information more broadly and relate
religious learning to contemporary life in more meaningful ways. Therefore, the development
of Al is seen as having significant potential to support the implementation of contextual
teaching in Islamic Education in line with the demands of 21st-century education.

Despite these potentials, the implementation of contextual teaching in Islamic Education
remains limited and inconsistent across many educational institutions. Previous studies have
indicated that this approach has a positive impact on students’ conceptual understanding as
well as their internalization of Islamic values. Nevertheless, a research gap still exists, as most
studies focus on small-scale case studies at the university level, while research examining its
implementation at the primary and secondary school levels remains limited. Furthermore,
learning practices continue to emphasize theoretical memorization without sufficient
emphasis on deep understanding and real-life application (Parhan & Sutdeja, 2019). This
finding is further supported by Nurhasanah et al. (2024), who state that Islamic Education
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learning often focuses solely on theoretical understanding without adequate emphasis on the
application of Islamic values in students’ daily lives.

In addition, traditional literature reviews tend to emphasize theoretical teaching methods
without relating them to students’ experiences or incorporating educational technology in
contextual teaching (Frihadiyana et al., 2020). This situation creates a research gap
concerning the integration of technology, particularly Al, in contextual teaching, which has
become increasingly important in the era of digitalized education. Furthermore, most existing
studies tend to focus on short-term academic achievement without deeply evaluating the
long-term impact of such approaches on the development of Islamic values and students’
character formation in their daily lives. Therefore, the development of the Islamic Education
(PAI) curriculum needs to be aligned with contemporary developments to ensure that
learning content remains relevant to the needs of students, society, and the workforce
(Sukino, 2023).

Despite these developments, a critical issue remains unresolved. The teaching of Islamic
Education continues to face challenges in ensuring that learning is not only cognitively
effective but also capable of fostering the internalization of Islamic values among students.
The integration of technology, including artificial intelligence (Al), remains limited and
insufficiently aligned with contextual teaching approaches, while teachers’ readiness and
institutional support continue to constrain its effective implementation. Furthermore,
existing studies have not adequately examined how contextual teaching supported by Al can
enhance both academic achievement and the internalization of Islamic values, particularly at
the primary and secondary school levels. This highlights a significant gap in understanding
how knowledge, values, and technology can be integrated in a holistic and meaningful
manner within Islamic Education.

Accordingly, this study is conducted to examine the implementation of contextual teaching in
Islamic Education in the era of artificial intelligence. Specifically, this study aims to identify
the approaches and strategies used in implementing contextual teaching in Islamic Education
across various levels of educational institutions; to evaluate the impact of contextual teaching
approaches on students’ academic achievement and the development of Islamic values within
the context of digital technology usage; and to analyze the challenges faced by teachers in
implementing contextual teaching in Islamic Education in the era of technological
advancement.

This study offers a novel contribution by integrating contextual teaching approaches with
artificial intelligence (Al) within the framework of Islamic Education, an area that remains
underexplored in existing literature. Unlike previous studies that primarily focus on
theoretical perspectives or short-term academic outcomes, this study provides a more
comprehensive understanding by examining the interplay between pedagogy, technology,
and the development of Islamic values across different educational levels. Therefore, this
study contributes to the field of social sciences, particularly in education, by offering a holistic
perspective on value-based learning in the digital era.

Overall, this study is expected to contribute to the development of Islamic education by
emphasizing the importance of contextual teaching in enhancing students’ understanding of

3



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ACADEMIC RESEARCH IN PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Vol. 15, No. 2, 2026, E-ISSN: 2226-6348 © 2026

religious concepts through the connection between learning and real-life situations. This
approach not only strengthens discussions on Islamic pedagogical theory and value-based
learning but also supports efforts to reform Islamic education so that it becomes more
relevant to contemporary challenges while opening opportunities for the integration of
technology in the teaching and learning process. From a policy perspective, the findings of
this study are expected to provide guidance to policymakers in designing a more holistic and
value-oriented curriculum, while emphasizing the importance of continuous professional
training for Islamic Education teachers in order to enhance their mastery of contextual
teaching strategies. In terms of implementation, this approach is proposed as one of the main
strategies in Islamic Education teaching at various educational levels, particularly in primary
and secondary schools, with the support of appropriate teaching materials tailored to
students’ contexts as well as collaboration between schools and parents to ensure that
contextual teaching can be implemented more comprehensively and effectively in
strengthening the quality of Islamic education that is more inclusive and relevant.

Research Questions

Research questions serve as the foundation that guides the entire process of a Systematic
Literature Review (SLR). They are essential in determining the scope, focus, and selection of
relevant studies. Clearly defined research questions help identify related studies and ensure
that the review remains focused on the key aspects of the research topic. This allows for the
synthesis of findings from various sources and provides a clearer framework for analysis. For
this study, the research questions were developed based on the PICo framework (Population,
Interest, Context) to examine the current state of contextual teaching in Islamic education.
How is contextual teaching implemented in Islamic Education at primary and secondary

schools?

How does contextual teaching influence students’ academic achievement and the
development of Islamic values in schools that integrate technology in their teaching?
What are the main challenges faced by educators in implementing contextual teaching in

Islamic Education in the era of digital development?

Objectives

Specifically, the objectives of this study are to:

To identify the approaches and strategies used in implementing contextual teaching in Islamic
Education across various levels of educational institutions.

To evaluate the impact of the contextual teaching approach on students’ academic
achievement and the development of Islamic values within the context of digital
technology use.

To analyze the challenges faced by teachers in implementing contextual teaching in Islamic
Education in the era of technological advancement
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Significance of the Study

This study contributes to the development of the field of Islamic education by emphasizing
the importance of contextual teaching in enhancing students’ understanding of religious
concepts through linking learning with real-life situations. This approach not only strengthens
discussions on Islamic pedagogical theory and value-based learning but also supports efforts
to reform Islamic education so that it remains relevant to contemporary challenges while
opening opportunities for the integration of technology in the teaching and learning process.
From a policy perspective, the findings of this study provide guidance for policymakers in
designing a more holistic and value-oriented curriculum, while also highlighting the
importance of continuous professional training for Islamic Education teachers to improve
their mastery of contextual teaching strategies. In terms of implementation, this study
proposes that the approach be adopted as one of the main strategies in teaching Islamic
Education at various levels of education, particularly in primary and secondary schools,
supported by the provision of teaching materials that are appropriate to students’ contexts.
In addition, collaboration between schools and parents is emphasized to ensure that the
implementation of contextual teaching can be carried out more comprehensively and
effectively in strengthening the quality of Islamic education that is more inclusive and
relevant.

Literature Review

Contextual teaching in Islamic education is an approach that emphasizes the application of
knowledge within the context of daily life and encourages students’ active involvement in the
learning process. Contextual learning has been found to stimulate higher-order thinking skills
and promote the transfer of knowledge into real-life contexts, thereby supporting the
development of holistic individuals who are balanced in terms of physical, spiritual, and
intellectual aspects (Parhan & Sutedja, 2019; Giamellaro et al., 2025).

Several studies highlight the effectiveness of the contextual approach in improving students’
academic achievement and the development of Muslim character. A study by Firmansyah et
al. (2025) found that the use of electronic modules based on a contextual approach can
increase students’ confidence in their learning abilities (self-efficacy). Sukino (2023) also
found that Islamic Education (PAI) teachers play an important role in implementing contextual
and innovative learning strategies so that Islamic values can be understood and practiced in
students’ daily lives. This study indicates that when learning is linked to real-life contexts,
students are more motivated to actively engage in the learning process and are better able
to connect the knowledge they acquire with their everyday experiences. This situation
indirectly enhances deeper understanding of the subject content while shaping attitudes and
practices that align with Islamic values. Therefore, the contextual approach is considered to
have strong potential as an effective teaching strategy in strengthening academic
achievement as well as students’ character development in Islamic education.

However, the implementation of the contextual approach is not without challenges and faces
several constraints. According to Ahmed (2025), the lack of specialized teacher training
programs in Islamic education makes it difficult for teachers to integrate Islamic values into
teaching practices in Islamic schools. Among the contributing factors are limited teaching
time, the lack of appropriate teaching and learning materials, and insufficient contextual
pedagogical training among Islamic Education teachers. Educational policies that remain
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largely conventional also pose challenges for the integration of contextual approaches in
classroom practices. In addition, the lack of clear guidelines or teaching modules that
integrate Islamic values with contextual approaches further hinders their broader
implementation.

The use of technology in contextual teaching also demonstrates significant potential,
although it remains underexplored in Islamic education. Djayadin and Nurhikmah (2025) state
that the use of audiovisual teaching materials in contextual learning helps make the learning
process more interactive and easier for students to understand. This finding highlights how
technologies such as audiovisual materials, electronic modules, and gamification approaches
can enhance the effectiveness of contextual teaching, particularly in classes involving
students with special needs and digital learning environments. However, major challenges
remain related to the availability of infrastructure, teachers’ digital competencies, and the
suitability of technological elements with the principles of Islamic values.

Within the context of Islamic education, the use of digital technology, including artificial
intelligence (Al), also opens new opportunities to strengthen contextual teaching approaches.
Studies have found that the integration of technology in Islamic education can enhance
students’ engagement and understanding of learning content (Siregar et al., 2025). This
finding is further supported by Agista et al. (2026), who demonstrate that the use of
interactive digital learning media can improve students’ understanding of Islamic concepts
while making learning more engaging and contextual. Technologies such as digital learning
modules, interactive applications, and intelligent audiovisual materials can be utilized to
connect religious concepts with the realities of students’ contemporary lives.

Overall, the literature indicates that the contextual approach holds significant potential for
implementation in Islamic education. However, successful implementation requires
comprehensive improvements in terms of teacher training, curriculum development, and
policy support that is more flexible and value-oriented. Therefore, this review reinforces the
need for a systematic literature review (SLR) that synthesizes empirical and conceptual
findings in order to develop a contextual, progressive Islamic pedagogical framework
grounded in the realities of contemporary education.

Research Methodology

This study employs a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) approach guided by the PRISMA
framework (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses) to ensure
transparency, accuracy, and replicability in the review process. Three major databases were
selected for the literature search, namely Scopus, Web of Science, and Google Scholar, due
to their extensive coverage, strong academic reputation, and ability to generate relevant,
recent, and high-impact scholarly articles. The review process was conducted across a
publication period from 2019 to 2026 to ensure that the analysis focused on recent studies
relevant to the current developments in Islamic education.

Through the implementation of the PRISMA framework, a total of 20 articles that met the
established criteria were thoroughly analyzed. The findings obtained not only provide a
holistic overview of current trends in the implementation of contextual teaching in Islamic
education but also offer a strong foundation for recommendations to improve theoretical
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perspectives, educational policies, and pedagogical practices in both present and future
contexts.

Identification

Identification is the process of determining and expanding appropriate keywords to be used
in the article or reference search process for the SLR. Keywords are essential in the search
process as they help improve the accuracy and relevance of the articles or references
obtained for inclusion in the systematic literature review.

Kata kunci Carian

WoS ("contextual teaching" OR '"contextual learning” OR "situated learning" OR

(n=5) "experiential learning") AND ("Islamic education" OR "Islamic pedagogy" OR "Islamic
learning" OR "religious education")

Scopus ("contextual teaching" OR '"contextual learning" OR "situated learning" OR

(n=28) "experiential learning") AND ("Islamic education" OR "Islamic pedagogy" OR "Islamic
learning" OR "religious education")

Google (“Pengajaran kontekstual” OR “Contextual learning”) AND “Pendidikan Islam”

Scholar AND ("Artificial Intelligence" OR "Al")

(n =7)

In this study, the main keywords used included terms such as “pengajaran kontekstual”,
“pendidikan Islam”, as well as their English equivalents, namely “contextual teaching” and
“Islamic education”. These keywords were combined using Boolean operators (AND, OR) and
guotation symbols (“”) to expand the search scope systematically. The article search process
was conducted across three major databases, namely Scopus, Web of Science (WoS), and
Google Scholar. The selection of these three databases was based on their respective
strengths. According to Gusenbauer and Haddaway (2020), Scopus and Web of Science offer
advantages in terms of search result stability, broad article coverage, and effective and
flexible advanced search functions. In addition, Martin-Martin et al. (2018) emphasize that
both databases have strict quality control and systematic indexing systems, making the
retrieved articles more reliable and suitable for use in high-impact academic research.

Based on the search strategy developed using a combination of advanced and manual search
techniques, a total of 118 articles were obtained from Scopus, 98 articles from Web of
Science, and 100 articles from Google Scholar. Overall, a total of 316 articles were identified
at this stage. All the retrieved articles subsequently proceeded to the second stage of the
systematic search strategy, namely the screening process, to determine the suitability and
quality of the articles in relation to the objectives of the study.

Screening

The screening stage was conducted to ensure that each selected article was truly relevant to
the objectives and research questions of the study. This process involved the systematic
application of inclusion and exclusion criteria aimed at filtering out articles that did not meet
the thematic and methodological requirements of the study.

In this study, only full journal articles published between 2019 and 2026 and written in Malay,
English, or Indonesian were considered. These articles had to be directly related to Islamic
education, with a focus on contextual teaching approaches, either in terms of
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implementation, effectiveness, or challenges in their application. Articles discussing
pedagogical approaches but not related to the context of Islamic Education were also
excluded. Meanwhile, articles published before 2019, written in languages other than those
specified, or published in journals from unrecognized databases were excluded from the
review. Similarly, articles that were still in the publication process (in press), studies from
fields other than Islamic education, and articles without full-text access were not considered
in this screening stage. To ensure high research quality, only peer-reviewed journal articles
and indexed conceptual articles were included.

Before the screening process was carried out, a total of 56 articles were removed after being
identified as duplicate records. This left 260 articles to proceed to the full screening process.
After applying the screening criteria, 120 articles were excluded for not meeting the
established selection requirements. The reasons for exclusion included: a focus not related to
Islamic Education, no involvement of contextual teaching approaches, or the absence of
clearly stated research findings.

As a result of this process, a total of 140 articles passed the screening stage and were
subsequently brought to the eligibility stage for more in-depth analysis to ensure their
suitability with the scope of this systematic review.

CRITERIA INCLUSION EXCLUSION
Year of Articles published between 2019 and 2026 Articles published before 2019.
Publication

Language | Articles in Malay, English, and Indonesian Articles in other languages such as

Arabic or French, or those not
translated into Malay/English

Type of Journal articles related to contextual teaching | Proceedings, technical reports,
Publication | and Islamic education books, theses, and articles not peer-
reviewed.

Type of Empirical studies (quantitative/qualitative) or | Articles that do not contain

Findings conceptual studies explaining contextual | empirical or conceptual findings,
teaching approaches. such as editorials or brief reviews.

Focus of Articles focusing on contextual teaching in Articles not directly related to

Study Islamic Education, including implementation, | contextual teaching or not focused
effectiveness, or challenges. on Islamic Education.

Eligibility

At the eligibility stage, all articles that had passed the screening process were examined more
thoroughly to ensure that they met the inclusion criteria established for this study. Articles
considered eligible for analysis had to be scholarly journal articles published between 2019
and 2026 in Malay, English, or Indonesian, and specifically examine contextual teaching
approaches in Islamic Education. In addition, the studies needed to contain findings directly
related to teaching, learning, or students’ understanding within the context of Islamic
Education, whether through quantitative, qualitative, or mixed-method approaches.
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PRISMA 2020 flow diagram for new systematic reviews which inclued searches of databases
and registers only

[ Identification of studies via databases and registers ]
)
S Records identified from*: Records removed before
b (n = 316) screening:
2 | 4
= Scopus (n = 118) Duplicate records remove
& (n =56)
= WoS (n = 98)
. ) Records marked as
Google Scholag(n = 100) ineligible by automation tools
(n=0)
Records screened \ Records excluded**
)
(n=260) | (n = 120)
v
Reports sought for retrieval v Reports not retrieved
(o))
n =140
= ( ) | (n=15)
3 v
2
Reports assessed for eligibility v Reports excluded: (n=105)
(n = 125) | Published before 2019
(n=35)
Not related to the
e’/ .
context of Islamic
education (n = 40)
= Studies included in review
@ Did not explicitly
(n=20) .
3 discuss the contextual
= Reports of included studies teaching approach (n = 30)
(n=20)

Quality Assessment of References

The articles that passed the eligibility stage in this study were subsequently evaluated in terms
of quality to ensure that each selected study had a robust methodological design and was
relevant to the research objectives. The main purpose of this process was to reduce the risk
of bias and to ensure that only high-quality articles were included in the synthesis of the
review. The assessment was conducted using the Mixed Methods Appraisal Tool (MMAT) as
recommended by Hong et al. (2018), as this study involved various methodological designs,
including qualitative, quantitative, and mixed-method approaches.

Two reviewers with expertise in Islamic Education, contextual teaching, and modern
pedagogical approaches were appointed to independently evaluate all selected articles. The
evaluation process began with the examination of two basic criteria: (i) whether the research
guestions were clearly stated, and (ii) whether the study data presented were capable of
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answering those questions. Articles that failed to meet these two basic criteria were excluded
from further analysis.

Articles that met the basic requirements were then categorized according to their research
design and evaluated based on five specific criteria according to the type of study. Among the
elements examined were the clarity of the research objectives, the adequacy of the sample,
the appropriateness of the analytical methods, the level of detail in the findings, and the
consistency between the findings and the study conclusions. For each criterion, reviewers
provided responses of “Yes”, “No”, or “Can’t tell”, and only articles that met at least three of
the five criteria were accepted.

A total of 20 articles were assessed during this process. Out of this number, all 20 articles
were found to meet the minimum criteria established and were therefore included for
analysis in this SLR. The process also involved discussions between the two reviewers to reach
consensus on the final evaluation decisions, thereby ensuring the reliability and transparency
of the findings obtained.

Basic Hissah | Fuadi | Mich | Ahm | Moh | Asm Said Teng | Ismai | Lilis Chairu | Koko | Suki
Study et et aelet | ad In"a a et ku | Rom | nnisa Adya | no
Criteria al., al., al., Suba | mi Ahm L., Sarin | Et don dan et (202
(2025) | (2025 | (2025 | kir et ed (202 | a al., Et Nurhi | al,, 3)
) ) (202 | al., (202 | 5) Aini | (202 | al., kmah | (202
0) (202 | 5) (202 | 5) (202 | (2025) | 0)
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Discussion of findings

One of the themes that emerged from this study is the strategy of contextual teaching in
Islamic Education. A study by Winata et al. (2020) found that the Contextual Teaching and
Learning (CTL) model can help students understand the values of Islamic moderation by
linking learning with real-life situations. This indicates that the contextual teaching approach
is increasingly recognized as an effective method for enhancing students’ understanding of
religious concepts. Although contextual teaching has been shown to connect religious theory
with students’ real-life experiences, this study also found that the approach is often
implemented on a small scale and remains limited, without comprehensive application across
the broader Islamic education system.

Several previous studies have shown that contextual teaching that is not accompanied by
sufficient teacher training may reduce its effectiveness (Nurhasanah et al., 2024). This is
largely due to the lack of policy support from educational authorities, which results in
contextual teaching being implemented only sporadically in certain schools, thereby affecting
its overall effectiveness.

Nevertheless, despite the challenges in implementing contextual teaching, this study found
that the use of educational technology can support the teaching and learning process more
effectively. Technologies such as interactive modules and digital learning applications are
viewed as tools that can facilitate the teaching of Islamic values in a more contextual manner
by linking students to real-life situations. This approach allows students to connect their
religious knowledge with the realities of their daily lives, thereby enhancing their appreciation
and practice of Islamic values in everyday life. In addition, the use of technology can assist
teachers in enriching their teaching strategies through the delivery of more diverse, engaging,
and easily understandable learning materials for students from different learning
backgrounds.

The development of artificial intelligence technology has also opened new opportunities to
strengthen the implementation of contextual teaching in Islamic Education. A study by
Muhyiddin et al. (2026) shows that the use of Al-based technologies such as educational
chatbots and adaptive learning systems can help students understand religious concepts in a
more interactive and reflective manner. The integration of such technologies also enables the
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learning process to be tailored according to students’ needs and levels of mastery, while
supporting a more student-centered learning approach in Islamic Education. In this context,
technology has the potential to become a medium that connects learning content with
students’ life experiences more dynamically, thereby strengthening the effectiveness of the
contextual approach in fostering a deeper understanding of Islamic teachings.

However, the lack of relevant teaching materials that align with current contexts remains
another challenge in contextual teaching. Although many studies acknowledge the
effectiveness of this approach, teaching materials that are not appropriate or not aligned with
students’ experiences may reduce its impact. Therefore, this study suggests that educational
policy development should be aligned with current needs by emphasizing the development
of more contextual teaching materials and providing training for teachers so that they can
implement contextual teaching more effectively.

Research Recommendations

This study recommends conducting empirical research to evaluate the effectiveness of
contextual teaching approaches in Islamic education through the collection of both
guantitative and qualitative data from students and teachers across various educational
institutions. From a policy perspective, the study suggests that educational authorities should
provide clearer guidelines regarding the implementation of contextual teaching in schools
and ensure comprehensive alignment of educational policies. In terms of practice, the study
recommends the use of interactive modules and educational technology as supporting tools
to strengthen contextual teaching, enabling students to connect their learning with their daily
lives. Conceptually, this study proposes to examine how contextual teaching can be aligned
with Islamic values and the broader concept of holistic Islamic education so that it functions
not only in academic learning but also in character development. Methodologically, the study
adopts a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) approach and thematic analysis to evaluate
implementation strategies and challenges encountered in contextual teaching. From a
theoretical perspective, this study seeks to develop a more comprehensive contextual
teaching model that integrates constructivist learning theory with Islamic values in order to
enhance its relevance and effectiveness in Islamic education.

Novelty and Contribution

This study introduces its novelty through the integration of contextual teaching in Islamic
Education with elements of Artificial Intelligence (Al) within a Systematic Literature Review
(SLR) framework, an area that remains underexplored in existing literature. Unlike prior
studies that largely focus on contextual teaching in general terms, this study critically
examines the intersection between contextual pedagogy, digital technology, and
contemporary educational demands, particularly within primary and secondary school
contexts. In terms of contribution, this study strengthens the field of social sciences by
providing an integrated synthesis of strategies, effectiveness, and challenges in implementing
contextual teaching in the digital era. The findings not only extend the theoretical foundations
of contextual Islamic pedagogy but also offer practical implications for teachers,
policymakers, and curriculum developers in designing more relevant, responsive, and value-
based instructional approaches, while opening pathways for the development of more holistic
pedagogical models aligned with the demands of 21st-century education
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Summary of Findings

This study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of contextual teaching in Islamic education by
examining articles published within the past five years. The introduction of this study
highlights that contextual teaching can enhance students’ understanding of concepts and
their appreciation of Islamic values because it connects theoretical knowledge with students’
real-life experiences, making learning more relevant and meaningful. However, the limitation
of this study lies in the sample selection, which is restricted to articles published in selected
databases such as Scopus, Web of Science, and Google Scholar, without including studies
published outside the specified time frame or in other databases. In addition, the diversity of
methodologies used in the reviewed studies presents challenges in making broader
comparisons of findings. Overall, the results of the SLR indicate that contextual teaching
approaches have a positive impact on academic achievement and the development of values
in Islamic education. Although this approach has proven effective in enhancing students’
understanding and appreciation of Islamic values, it still faces several implementation
challenges, including insufficient teacher training, the lack of relevant teaching materials, and
limited policy support. The contribution of this SLR lies in providing guidance for developing
a more comprehensive contextual teaching model while offering recommendations to
improve teacher training, the provision of relevant teaching materials, and the formulation of
more comprehensive educational policies to ensure the effectiveness of contextual teaching
in Islamic education. This study also provides important input for policymakers and educators
to improve pedagogical practices in Islamic education so that they are more responsive to the
needs of contemporary students.
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