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Abstract

The number of E-learning resources available to educators has dramatically increased even
Within Islamic education. A lot of Repositories or digital Islamic libraries have been established
to manage access to E-learning materials. This prompted many Islamic universities to adopt E-
learning methods in their educational system nowadays. One of the most important and popular
Islamic sources is Hadith. “Ulomul al-hadith” (sciences of hadith) “Takhri” (a method and
authentic way of searching the source of Hadith), “llmu Al-Rijal” (study biography of narrators),
“Derasa Al-Isnad” (identify the reliability of narrators) and “Hokum Al-Hadith” (determine the
validity of Hadith) etc are subjects related to the hadith. The objective of this paper to highlights
the Prospects and Challenges of teaching these subjects through E-Learning Methods and it’s
concluded that, it is indispensable to take advantage of the modern technological facilities in the
study of Hadith.
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Introduction

Several terms are used in describing the teaching of Islam including Islamic Education, Islamic
Religious Education, Islamic Studies, and Islamic Sciences. Although sometimes used
interchangeably, Islamic Education is broader than the other terms and it means a system or
paradigm of education in the Islamic spirit which has no segregation between “religious” and
“secular” knowledge. It aims at developing the entire human aspects physically, intellectually
and spiritually as well as educating a person to be aware about his nature as a man and his roles
as the servant of God and his vicegerent on this earth (Ali & Bagley, 2013).

However, Islamic Studies, Islamic Sciences and Islamic Religious Education mean the teaching of
the heritage of Islamic theology through the Qur'an and the Sunnah. Generally includes: Quran
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recitation (Qiraa), memorisation (Hifdh) and interpretation (Tafsiir); Prophet’s Sayings and
Practices (Hadith), Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh), Islamic basic beliefs (Aquiidah), Arabic Language,
grammar, prose, rhetoric, literature, Islamic Rituals, Islamic History, Islamic Manners and Values
(Shah, Ghazi, Din, Shahzad, & Ullah, 2015).

Philosophy and Objective of Islamic Education

Education in Islam is “an education which trains the sensibility of an individual, in such a manner
that their attitude towards life, their actions, decisions and approach to all kinds of knowledge
are governed by the spiritual and deeply felt ethical values of Islam”. The philosophy of education
in Islam is repeatedly emphasized in the Quran. Other than this, there are also several hadiths
and sayings of the companions that are related to education. Learning is an aspect of worship in
Islam. Education in Islamic perspective is a purposeful process based on the principles of Islam,
which aims at educating human being socially, ethically, emotionally and physically in order to
achieve complete submission to Allah (Khan, 1981). It prepares human beings for holistic life with
no separation of this temporary life which ends with death, and the eternal life that begins after
death. It is a means of training the body, mind and soul through imparting the knowledge of all
kinds i.e. fundamental as compulsory and specialised as optional (yasin & Jani,2013). Education
in Islam is not merely of acquiring intellectual knowledge, but it is a mean of moulding the nature
and character of an individual so that they can collectively represent Islamic values, behave as
khalifatullah fr al-ard (vicegerent of Allah on the earth), (Husain & Ashraf, 1979). In another word,
education is “a process through which human beings are trained and prepared in a concerted
way to do their Creator’s bidding in this life (dunya) to be rewarded in the life after death
(akhirah)”.To ensure that people fulfill their roles as ‘abd and khalifah, all of their intellectual,
physical, spiritual, emotional, moral, social, and other potentials have to be developed.
Therefore, the role of education and instruction is to initiate the germination and later flowering
of each child’s potential. To this effect, Islamic education is designed to produce God-conscious
(tagwa) people who serve Him and who are aware of their individual vertical relations with Him
(hablu min Allah) and their horizontal social relations with their fellow human beings (hablu mina
al-nas). A good person, or the ‘abd in the Islamic perspective, will also be concerned about social
justice, as were the Prophet and his Companions, all of whom commanded Muslims to
disseminate good and eliminate evil (amr bi al-maruf wa nahiy “an al-munkar). Clearly, then, the
good person is one who is active and dynamic, always concerned with justice, fully devoted to
seeking God'’s favor, and always conscious of the need to worship Him alone (Hashim, 2007).
On the other side, the objective of education is to produce effective society members for the
development of the nation having good ethical and moral values. These members are produced
through education system. The same ideology is presented by all the religions in general,
specifically by Islam. The objective of education will remain the same, either it would be in
traditional educational system or e-learning educational system. The traditional educational
system is somehow fulfilling this objective because of matured policies but e-learning
educational system is still struggling to meet the target, as this new mode of education have lot
of challenges and deficiencies.
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Definitions of E-Learning

Commercialization of internet in education has prompt a new method of teaching which is
known as electronic learning (E-learning). E-learning is also called Web-based learning, online
learning, distributed learning, computer-assisted instruction, or Internet-based learning. E-
learning content is delivered via the Internet, intranet or extranet, audio or videotape, satellite
TV, and CD-ROM. It can be self-paced or instructor- led and includes media in the form of text,
image, animation, streaming video and audio. Ghavifekr and Rosdy defined E-learning as
capability of experiencing learning process by using technology to design, deliver, select,
administer, support and extend the learning process (Ghavifekr & Rosdy, 2015). While Abbad, et
al (2009) defined E-learning to mean any learning that is enabled electronically. They however
narrowed this definition down to mean learning that is empowered using digital technologies.
Welsh et al. (2003) also referred to the term as the use of computer network technology,
principally through the internet, to provide information and instruction to individuals. It can be
concluded from the above that, E-learning refers to the use of information and communication
technologies to enable the access to online learning/teaching resources.

Historically, there have been two common e-learning modes: distance learning and
computer assisted instruction. Distance learning uses information technologies to deliver
instruction to learners who are at remote locations from a central site. Computer assisted
instruction (also called computer-based learning and computer-based training) uses computers
to aid in the delivery of stand-alone multimedia packages for learning and teaching. These two
modes are subsumed under e-learning as the Internet becomes the integrating technology.
New E-learning technology continues to become increasingly accessed and implemented by
people of all walks of life. Increasingly, the technologies are becoming more integrated as an
invisible and ubiquitous part of a global education system.

Advantages of E-Learning

E-learning is very beneficial to both students and institutions. Using information technologies
and Internet in the learning process higher learning Institutions aim to give students a greater
autonomy regarding the point in time, the content and the method by which they learn by
providing on demand learning, that eliminates the barriers of time and distance. Faculty,
administrators, and learners find that e-learning has a lot of advantages (Chowdhury, 2017).
These advantages can be categorized as targeting either learning delivery or learning
enhancement.

Learning delivery is the most often cited advantage of e-learning and includes increased
accessibility to information, ease in updating content, personalized instruction, ease of
distribution, standardization of content, and accountability. Accessibility refers to the user’s
ability to find what is needed, when it is needed. Improved access to educational materials is
crucial, as learning is often an unplanned experience. Updating electronic content is easier than
updating printed material. According to Suresh, et al (2018) E-learning technologies allow
educators to revise their content simply and quickly. Learners have control over the content,
learning sequence, pace of learning, time, and, often, media, which allows them to tailor their
experience to meet personal learning objectives. Internet technologies permit the widespread
distribution of digital content to many users simultaneously anytime and anywhere. An
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additional strength of e-learning is that it standardizes course content and delivery; unlike, for
instance, a lecture given to separate sections of the same course. Automated tracking and
reporting of learners’ activities lessen faculty administrative burden. Moreover, e-learning can
be designed to include outcomes assessment to determine whether learning has occurred.

The advantages in learning enhancement are a less well recognized but potentially more
revolutionary aspect of e-learning than are those related to learning delivery. E-learning
technologies offer educators a new paradigm, based on adult learning theory, which states that
adults learn by relating new learning to past experiences, by linking learning to specific needs,
and by practically applying learning, resulting in more effective and efficient learning
experiences. Learning enhancement permits greater learner interactivity and promotes learners’
efficiency, motivation, cognitive effectiveness, and flexibility of learning style (Okpo, 2014).
Learning is a deeply personal experience: we learn because we want to learn. By enabling
learners to be more active participants, a well-designed e-learning experience can motivate them
to become more engaged with the content. Interactive learning shifts the focus from a passive,
teacher-centred model to one that is active and learner-centred, offering a stronger learning
stimulus. Interactivity helps to maintain the learner’s interest and provides a means for individual
practice and reinforcement. Evidence suggests that e-learning is more efficient because learners
gain knowledge, skills, and attitudes faster than through traditional instructor-led methods. This
efficiency is likely to translate into improved motivation and performance. E-learners have
demonstrated increased retention rates and better utilization of content, resulting in better
achievement of knowledge, skills, and attitudes (Taylor & Parsons, 2011). On the other hand,
Multimedia e-learning offers learners the flexibility to select from a large menu of media options
to accommodate their diverse learning styles.

E- Learning Challenges in Higher Education

Responding to the widely used of the E-learning services, several studies were conducted on E-
Learning methods in Higher Education focus its reliability and challenges. For example: Nurul
Islam in his study find out five main E-Learning challenges faced by academics in Higher Education
generally, learning style and cultural challenges, pedagogical e-learning challenges, technological
challenges, technical training challenges and time management challenges (Islam, Beer, & Slack,
2015). Ghinea, (2013) explored some different challenges and barriers which influenced
acceptance of e-learning in Kuwaitian Higher Education institutions such as technological and
language barriers, lack of management awareness and support in implementing e-learning in
Kuwait HE system. On the other hand, Shihab A. Hameed in his study highlights ethical and moral
challenges in e-learning based Education. (Rufai, 2016). According to Musbah & Muhammad,
(2013) Unethical behaviours can be categorized into four academic dishonesty which are
cheating in tests, seeking outside help, plagiarism and electronic cheating.

E-Learning Challenges in Teaching Hadith

One of the most important Islamic subjects is Hadith. Hadith is the speech, deeds, actions, and
characteristics of Prophet Mohammad (peace be upon him). It is considered the second source
of legalisation in Islam after the Quran (Santeri & Hoque, 2014). Students who are learning hadith
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in Higher Education they need to study some subjects related to Hadith such as: Al-Takhree;j,
Derasa Al-Isnad, llmu Al-Jarh and Al-Tadeel, and classify the Grade of Hadith, etc.

Many studies have been conducted to analyze the technology effectiveness in the study of the
Hadith amongst university students. Hassan, et al (2015) in his study titled ‘Modern Technology
Application in Empowering Sunnah Education in the Globalization Era’ (Aplikasi Teknologi Moden
Dalam Memantapkan Pendidikan Sunnah Di Era Globalisasi) had discussed on several
technologies which have been accepted and used in teaching and learning the study of Hadith.
Technology has proven to give positive effects in facilitating effective and dynamic education,
but simultaneously there are some challenges and weaknesses that need to be wisely handled;
for example, dissemination of fake Hadith among society. (Khair, N. et al 2019). Another study
which reviewed and identified characteristics of the E-Learning Courses in Hadith Science, from
the Views of Students and Instructors in Virtual College in Iran. The results showed some factors
in curriculum, such as the formulation of objectives, form of content presentation, determining
learning activities and evaluation procedures were not in accordance with the guidelines. Also,
in designing other elements of the curriculum such as learning resources and materials, teaching
strategies has been noticed (Norollahee, et al, 2013). This study was at Iran. So, there is an
apparent lack of study in dealing with characteristics of the E-Learning Courses in Hadith at
Malaysian Universities. Hence, this research is expected to fill this existing gap of study.

Conclusion

Primary finding of study shows that, the adoption of E-learning in teaching Islamic subjects
especially in subjects to the prophetic tradition hadith are very beneficial to both students and
institutions, it can help the students to using information technologies and Internet in the
learning process. Although there are a lot of advantages of e-Learning, it also has some
challenges to replace traditional learning process. Following are some list of challenges which
need to consider:

One of the biggest challenges in E- learning compared with traditional learning Ethical challenges,
there are more chances for learners to deviate from educational objectives and behave
unethically because of lack of physical interaction where learners have more freedom without
proper monitoring of instructor.

Lack of physical interactions made e-learning students feel isolated and apprehensive. Lacking
physical interaction may also affect the completion rate.

Physical classrooms, however, will enable learners to learn faster, as they can always refer to the
instructors or peers for guidance.

Absent of body language in e-learning system might be effect in understanding and attention of
learner.

E-learning may not be suitable for certain groups of learners, especially llmul Jarh Wa Al-Tadil
students who need extensive hadith science laboratory experiments.

Moving into e-learning is difficult for instructors who are already familiar with the traditional
teaching environment. This is because the e-learning teaching environment is new, and the e-
learning technologies are developing and changing rapidly.

Instructors need to have interpersonal skills to communicate effectively in an electronic
classroom. As a result, instructors need e-learning training before transitioning.
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E-learners need additional courses, encouragement, support and motivation in order to get used
to an e-learning environment and complete successfully their activities.

This is some general challenges for teaching Hadith subjects through e-learning methods. It is
difficult for Muslim academic organizations to achieve objectives of education in current e-
Learning system. So, they should rethink their approaches for their identity.
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