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Abstract 
This study aims to identify the teaching methods used by the General Studies subject teachers to 
teach writing essays in schools. In addition, the method of using i-Think map by teachers to assist 
students in writing essays of General Studies subject and its effectiveness is also analyzed in this 
study. Qualitative approaches with the Hermeneutics method have been used in this study. A 
total of 14 respondents were involved in this study. Respondents were selected from among 
teachers who teach General Studies subject in Kinta Utara district, Perak. Then, five teachers 
from the number of respondents were chosen to interview. Instruments used in this study are 
questionnaires and interview questions. The data collected were analyzed using the 
Hermeneutical method. The results show that most teachers use the i-Think round maps to teach 
essay writing of General Studies subject, especially during content discussion is being conducted. 
The use of the i-Think round maps is also very effective in enhancing understanding and helping 
students to remember important contents. The implication of the study shows that the use of i-
Think round maps can improve students' achievement on the essays writing of General Studies 
subject. 
Keywords: I-Think Maps, Round Map, Essays of General Studies Subject. 
 
Introduction 
The Education system in Malaysia is undergoing a gradual transformation from time to time. The 
Government has set some aspects, particularly in education through the National Education Plan 
and the latest is the Malaysian Education Development Plan (MEDP) 2013-2015. The interesting 
aspect through MEDP is the emphasis on six aspects of the appropriate indicators as 
strengthening the existing system. One such element or indicator is to improve thinking skills. So 
every student needs to have a passion for learning how to get lifelong knowledge (KPM, 2013).  
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The use of i-Think maps in the process of teaching and learning is a teaching technique 
introduced to encourage students to think and focus more on understanding the subjects learned 
(Hyerle & Yeager, 2007). Every thinking map has a thinking process adapted according to the 
subject or lesson unit. I-Think maps usage also help students to actively stimulate their thinking. 
This method also indirectly develops potential and generates creative and innovative human 
capital who are capable of thinking at high levels towards reaching the goal of National Education 
Philosophy (Rosli & Sidek, 2013).  

 
Thus, the effectiveness of using i-Think round maps in the essay writing of the General 

Studies subject was reviewed in this study. General Studies subject is a compulsory subject for 
the STPM students to pass in order to enter university. Students who do not pass this subject are 
difficult to continue their studies at Public Higher Education Institutions. This subject covers 
various aspects such as social science, nationhood, politics, current issues and challenges. While 
this subject also consists of many facts and terms that need to be memorized but are easy to 
understand because they are very close to the everyday lives of students as Malaysians. This 
subject also emphasize skills such as ability to think critically, creatively and innovatively. 

One of the main sections of the paper is the essay writing section. Based on STPM syllabus 
from the Malaysian Examinations Council, essay writing is the part that contributes to the highest 
percentage of all semesters. For Semester 1, essay writing covers 50 marks of the total 80 marks. 
For Semester 2 this section covers 25 out of 60 marks and for Semester 3 writing essays 
comprising 50 out of 80 marks. This proves that marking scores for essay writing is very high. So, 
students must master this section for excellent grades. 
 
Problem Statement 
Mind maps is a method of remembering and jotting down effective notes to students. This 
method uses a few keywords to illustrate the whole important fact in a long list of essays. This 
method also allows one to see the image and link of knowledge simultaneously and this will 
facilitate readers to remember information in a short time (Buzan & Buzan, 2013). Mind maps 
are ideal for summarizing information to be easier for students to remember. Notes in the form 
of mind maps are easier to describe and understand than a long collection of articles (Taha, 
2004). So, it is easy for students to remember the contents that need to be written in an essay 
by drawing mind maps rather than memorizing long essays. Long reading material will cause 
students to be depressed and in turn causes dislike and boredom on the General Studies subject. 
Therefore, the features of the mind maps that enhance the creativity of students through the use 
of keywords, colors and symbols can facilitate the fact of being easily understood and concise. 
 
 Although the government emphasizes the mastery of General Studies subject to create 
brilliant human capital, the problem faced by the students is that they could not master the 
subject properly (Hwa, 2004). Students could not achieve good grade in General Studies subject 
especially in writing section. The essay writing section is the part that contributes the highest 
score in the General Studies subject paper. One of the main cause of pupils not being able to 
score well in the essay writing section is that pupils could not memorize the essential contents of 
various themes and facts for themes that may be tested. This is also due to the fact that students 
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are not exposed to an easy method of memorizing the contents of the essays. Teachers only use 
traditional methods of memorizing, discussing, telling stories and many more boring methods for 
students. Teachers need to be wise in solving problems related to teaching and learning taught 
(Sabar & Khalid, 2005). 

Therefore, there is a question that what is the best way to teach the students to 
remember the important contents of the theme of diversity and whether the usage of i-Think 
round maps can help students to remember the contents of each theme taught by the teacher. 
 
Research Objectives 
In general, the objective of this study is to identify the effectiveness of the use of the i-Think 
round maps to improve the students' writing skills in essays of General Studies subject. 
Specifically, this research is carried out in order to: 
i. Identify teaching methods used by General Studies teachers to teach essay writing at  
     school. 
ii. Explain methods of using i-Think maps that teachers can use to help students write  
     essays of General Studies subject.  
iii. Identify the effectiveness of using i-Think round maps for essay writing of General  
      Studies subject. 
 
Research Questions 
 
i. What are the methods used by the General Studies subject teachers to teach essay writing at  
     school? 
ii. How can I-Think maps be used by teachers to help students write essays of General  
     Studies subject? 
ii. Is the use of the i-Think round maps effective in the essay writings of General Studies  
     subject? 
 
Methodology 
This study is a descriptive study using Hermeneutic analysis. Hermeneutics analysis is a 
qualitative method that emphasizes the uniqueness and diversity aspects of researches. 
Hermeneutic analysis looks at each individual differently in a research study. Hermeneutics 
analysis sees each individual as unique and has its own characteristics, having their own 
emotions, thoughts and behaviors. Hermeneutics approach can be interpreted as an analysis of 
human behavior, especially to achieve a deep understanding of the process of human interaction 
(Loganathan, 1992; 1996). As the aspects of human behavior are psychological, the Hermeneutics 
analysis approach is a psychological approach. Qualitative methods are best suited for this study 
as this study is closely related to the psychology of human behavior. 
 

According to Mueller (1997), Hermeneutic is an art of understanding and not as a material 
that has already been understood. Hermeneutics is also part of the art of thought and philosophy. 
Therefore, in order to interpret the knowledge of language, it is important to understand the 
individual's knowledge. One should remember the meaningful experience that has ever been 
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passed about an event or event that affects itself directly or indirectly. Methods used in the 
Hermeneutical approach begin with text. It then identifies meaningful information or information 
in the text that is then used to generate themes or categories from a set of texts (Suppiah, 2003). 
 

The design of this study uses the Hermeneutics analysis as a methodology used to 
interpret the transcript of the questionnaire to study the effectiveness of the use of the i-Think 
maps in the essay writing of General Studies subject. This study will be conducted in Secondary 
Schools in the State of Perak only. Teachers who teach General Studies subjects for Pre University 
students will be respondents in this study 
 
Discussion 
Research Question 1: What are the methods used by the General Studies subject teachers to 
teach essay writing at school? 
 
 

Teaching Methods used Respondent Total Respondents 

Presentation R1, R2, R4 3 
Using mind-map (i-Think) R5, R7, R12, 

R13, R14 
5 

Idea discussion R3, R6, R9, R11, 
R13 

5 

Cooperative learning (gallery walk/ round table/ 
group activities) 

R10 1 

Exercises R1, R2, R3 3 
Others (newspaper cuttings/ youtube videos / 
mobile applications) 

R8 1 

Table 1: Methods used for teaching essays of General Studies subject 
 
Based on Table 1, it can be concluded that most teachers use the i-Think round maps to teach 
the essay writing of General Studies subject. A total of five teachers from a total of 14 teachers 
used round maps and other i-Think maps to teach the essays of General Studies subject for 
students. A total of five teachers, also used the main content discussion method before the 
students started writing essays as a strategy to teach the essay writing of General Studies subject 
to students. 
 

Next, three teachers asked the students to present their content before writing essays of 
General Studies subject. Once, students present their contents and are corrected by the teacher, 
students are asked to write essays as reinforcement exercises. A total of three teachers have 
stated that they provide training to students so that they can master the essay writing of General 
Studies subject. 

 
In addition, only one teacher uses the cooperative learning method to teach the essay 

writing of General Studies subject to his/her students. The activities carried out by teachers to 
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teach essays in the form of cooperative learning are like gallery walk, round table and group 
activities. Finally, a respondent, R8, uses other approaches such as the use of newspaper 
clippings, related youtube videos and mobile phone applications to teach the essay writing of  
General Studies subject to their students. 
 
Research Question 2: How can I-Think maps be used by teachers to help students write essays 
of General Studies subject? 
Respondents comprising teachers of General Studies subject stated that they can use i-Think 
round-maps to teach essay writing of General Studies subject in various ways. A total of five 
respondents indicated that the i-Think round maps can be used during the presentation. Teachers 
ask students to present the contents of an essay using the i-Think round maps. 
 

Next, four respondents stated that teachers can ask students to record important 
contents for the essay in the form of round maps to be used as notes. This allows students to get 
a brief and clearer note. Then, three teachers have explained that the round maps are suitable 
for discussion in the classroom. Students may be asked to discuss a topic and list important 
contents in the maps. Two other respondents suggested to use round maps to expand the 
content or ideas that the students had identified before writing a complete essay. Finally, one 
respondent stated that the i-Think round maps can be used as a framework. Students are asked 
to create a sketch in the form of i-Think round maps before they write a complete essay. 
 
Research Question 3: Is the use of the i-Think round maps effective in the essay writing of 
General Study’s subject? 
All respondents stated that the use of i-Think round maps are very effective in the essay writing 
of General Study’s subject. The respondents stated that the use of i-Think round maps can 
improve the student's understanding of a subject learned. Additionally, the use of round maps 
can help students remember the contents of the essay better. Indirectly, it will help to improve 
student achievement on the essay writing of General Studies subject. One of the respondents 
also stated that the use of round maps would prevent students from feeling bored and causing 
students to be more focused than when using conventional methods. However, a teacher noted 
that although the use of round maps to write General Studies subject is effective, but the time 
required to draw a round map should be noted. Teachers need to ensure that students do not 
waste time by producing round maps. 
 
Analysis of Interview Questions 
A total of five teachers from the total number of respondents were interviewed to know their 
knowledge on the use of i-Think round maps to teach the essays of General Studies subject. 
 
Interview Question 1: Have Teacher Ever Attended Courses Related to the Teaching Essay 
Writing of General Studies Subject? 
Based on the findings of this question, it is found that only one teacher attended the course on 
teaching essay writing of General Studies subject but this course was held in 2008 alone. Two 
teachers stated that they had only attended the semester 1, 2 and 3 Rubric courses. Two 
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respondents further stated that they had never attended the course but were only given 
exposure on the scoring and examination of the General Studies subject as well as the essay 
writing technique by paper examiner. 
 
Interview Question 2: Do these Courses Emphasize the Use of I-Think Round Maps in Teaching 
Essay Writing of General Studies Subject? 
For the second question, two teachers stated that the course they attended emphasized the use 
of a round map to improve student memory on the contents of a title. While three respondents 
stated that the use of round maps was not emphasized when they attended the course as the 
use of the i-Think map was still not applied and the use of the i-Think map took longer than 
conventional methods. 
 
Interview Questions 3: Have Teachers Ever Attended Special Courses Regarding the Use of I-
Think Round Maps? 
Based on the respondents' answers for the third question, it was found that three teachers did 
not attend special courses for the use of i-Think round maps. Meanwhile, a teacher attended a 
course on the i-Think maps several years ago and another attended a course explaining the use 
of all types of i-Think maps in general. 
 
Interview 4: Please indicate if you have Ever Attended LADAP on I-Think Round Map and the 
Content of the Course 
For the last question, two respondents stated that they had never attended LADAP on i-Think 
round maps. Meanwhile, three respondents attended LADAP on usage of i-Think map at the 
school level. Respondents who attended the course stated that the content of the course covers 
the use of i-Think maps as well as the importance of using i-Think maps in the learning process 
to encourage students to think. 
 
Conclusion 
Overall, it can be stated that teachers use the i-Think round maps to teach essay writing of 
General Studies subject to students. Most of the respondents stated that they use i-Think maps 
and idea discussion method to teach essay writings of General Studies subject. Teachers also 
know how to use i-Think round maps to teach students and the benefits of using them in the 
essay writing of General Studies subject. Most teachers use i-Think maps during presentation of 
ideas for essay writings and found out that using i-Think maps for teaching essay writing of 
General Studies subject is very effective. This proves that the use of round map is very effective 
to teach the essay writing of General Studies subject to Pre University students. 
 

Furthermore, although the exposure given to teachers on the use of the i-Think round 
maps is still low, but teachers still use this method widely. This can indicate that the use of i-Think 
round maps is something that is easy to learn and apply by teachers. Therefore, it is hoped that 
through this study, more teachers will gain awareness about the use of a round- map in the essay 
writing of General Studies subject and other essays as well as its benefits. The researcher also 
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encourages and recommend teachers to use i-Think maps to simplify the facts that students are 
supposed to remember or memorize.  
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