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Abstract

The main purpose of this research is to acknowledge the rights of woman in Islam. The rights of
awoman had been introduced to the world after the presence of Islam in the society. The religion
of Islam really prioritizes the status of a woman since the woman before the presence of Islam is
been treating just like a thing that can be owned easily by every man and also been treated no
better than a slave. Even in this current year, there are a lot of people that still do not know about
the right or freedom that every woman has in their hands because of this reason there are many
cases about the abuses of women and children been reported every year in various countries.
Hence, the question that often arise among the community because of this issue is what are the
rights of women have as a daughter, wife and mother? The main objective for this study is to
determine the rights of woman in Islam. This research had used a few methods which are library
research and analysis of documents to complete this study. The result of this research, there a
lot of rights about a woman but the rights that had been included in this study are the rights as
mother, rights regarding marriage, rights as wife, and rights regarding divorce.
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Introduction

The religion of Islam really prioritizes the status of a woman since the woman before the presence
of Islam is been treating just like a thing that can be owned easily by every man and also been
treated no better than a slave. Even in this current year, there are a lot of people that still do not
know about the right or freedom that every woman has in their hands because of this reason
there are many cases about the abuses of women and children been reported every year in
various countries.

The question that had been a hot topic in this issue is what are the rights of women have as a
daughter, wife and mother? This question became the foundation for this conductor research.
The discussion about this research is to study about the rights of women in Islam and how the
rights can be a big help for them to been treated equally with the men gender.
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Research Methodology

In order to produce a research, then a research requires from its methodology. This research was
applied a methodology in order to complete a study from its way properly and comprehensively
(Mokhtar, 2017; Razak, Johari, Mahmud, Zubir, & Johan, 2018).

This research had used a qualitative methods. To accomplish the study objectives, library
research was been applied. The data are collected from books, journals and articles were related
to the study. Data has been analysed and the conclusion was made from the analysis (Mokhtar,

2017; Umaru, Aguda, Davies, 2018).

Findings and Research Discussion

“Behind every great man, there is a great woman”. This quote is very familiar to us in this day.
And it has a straightforward literal meaning which is it shows that the great woman is often
ignored or taken for granted. Obviously, this situation commonly happens in the good old days
when the community had a shallow thinking style and refused to accept other cultures which
have a modern thinking style and wide knowledge than them. Fortunately, people nowadays had
given the same priority and equality to every person regardless of gender differences. Especially,
the rights toward woman.

Furthermore, the issue of woman’s rights received much attention in western and
western-like societies for the past number of decades. The first person who was acknowledged
about the rights of women who had always been forced to live in undignified life is prophet
Muhammad (S.A.W), then the other countries began to follow prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) by
respecting and giving the rights to every woman (Al-Kahtany, 2009). Before that, the woman
normally been treated by inequitable treatment than the male. For example, the female in pre-
Islamic civilization or for the period of Jahiliyah always been treated poorly. The women were
treated no better than a goods. Not only were they enslaved, but they could also be inherited as
a possession. If her husband is passed away, the wife was forced to marry the elder son or other
relatives to be married to them without requires the bride permission and with no wedding
money and gift for them, or tie the knot them to others, or keeping out them from marriage at
all (Engineer, 1992; Moschou, 2018).

In addition, the Arabs in Jahiliyah used to kill or bury their daughters alive. This indicates
that the women had been treated unfair since the beginning of their live. The innocent little girls
were killed cruelly without a reasonable reason. How the parents could in this era are willing to
kill their own daughters? The question like this always been a big question to the all of the normal
person who are living in this 21st century. The reasons why they are willing to kill their own flesh
and blood are cheap and unreasonable, for example, afraid of becoming the poor and decrease
of provision. The other unreasonable reasons are afraid of humiliation only because getting a
daughter as the child (Khan, 2013). When the era of Islam had coming, the sake of daughter or
woman had been giving the priority. A lot of sayings from the prophet Muhammad S.A.W in which
he has guaranteed an abundant of good return from Allah S.W.T if they had treated the female
kids gently and respectful. “If the parent has a daughter and does not put her six feet under the
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ground alive, or kill her, or he is not biased towards the son compare to the daughter, then Allah
will be giving him a Heaven as the reward.” Also, based on Aishah (May Allah have mercy on her),
the prophet Muhammad S.A.W said, “If the person was under agony for providing the dignified
life for these girls and taken care of them properly, the girls will be a prevention for him from
being taken into the Hell” (Ahmad, 2003).

Furthermore, there are many rights for the women in Islam had been introduced since
that. The rights were divided into several categories and there are a lot of rights about woman
to be discussed, but there only a few types of rights to be explained in this study, which are the
rights as mother, rights regarding marriage, rights as wife, and rights regarding divorce. Firstly,
the rights as mother for a woman are dutifulness and respect. A mother should obtain the
dutifulness and respect from her children such as the children must obey every order from his or
her mother as long as the order not against the shari’ah (Ahmed, 2011). Then, the right of
guardianship over her offspring. A woman who became a single mother after been divorced has
the more chances in taking care of the offspring rather than her ex-husband because of stuffs
such as feeding and education as long as she does not marry anyone (Rafiq, 2014). Furthermore,
the right of shareholder in the inheritance of the children. If the children of her had passed away
but her children have a son, then the mother will get one sixth of the inheritance. But, if her
children do not have a son and the parents will be the heir. So, the mother will be getting one
third from the inheritance. In addition, based on the Al-Hadith, a mother has a higher place than
a father in respect and obedience of the children (Zubair, Khattak, Hidayat-ur-Rehman, & Khan,
2014).

The rights to marry also one of the rights as a woman in Islam. The word of marriage in
Arabic is Nikah and it also indicate a contract and it had several conditions that must be follow
by the man as the groom and husband for the woman as his wife as stated in the Al — Quran, “By
what means should you obtain it back when one of you had reached for you and he or she have
engaged a solid promise from you?” (QS 4:21). And the other greatest verse in the Al-Quran about
marriage is “and of His signs is this: Allah produced a partners for you from your own, so that you
can discover a nice break in your mate and He commanded an affection and sympathy from the
both of you” (QS 30: 21). This displayed that the Al-Quran indicates that the meaning of wedding
is a sharing between the two soulmates which is a husband and wife. One of the right for the
woman who going to be a bride is the freedom to select the man who will be her husband so that
he gets to know what her soon to be husband will look like and she will get the better knowledge
about what kind of person is her future husband with no force from her father or anyone.
Furthermore, the soon to be bride also has the chance to protest at the court if the anyone has
forced her to get married without her wills and consent (Ahmad, 2003). But this situation was
totally differences in the women who were living in the Jahiliyyah era, they were married with
no consent from them because their opinion is not important since the marriage agreement only
involves the man who will be the groom and the bride’s father or her guardian only during the
decision making. They were treated a little better than a slave if they were married (al-Faruq;i,
1988).
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The rights of woman as a wife in Islam, the woman as a legal spouse for her husband has
financial rights over him such as dowry or wedding money and spending. The dowry basically
means as a symbol of protection, affection, and respect for the wife (Mutairi, 2004). First and
foremost, the husband must be giving his wife the dowry as a free gift during the wedding. But,
if the wife refuses to accept the dower or she want to share the dower on her own pleasure with
him, then he can take the dowry and enjoy it with right good cheer (Chaudhry, 1991). Based on
the opinion of the intellectuals of Islam, they were agreed that it is compulsory for men to use
their money to provide necessary things for their beloved wives such as clothing, house, food
and others. On the other hand, the woman as the wife need to ensure she is accessible to her
husband. In the case of the wife is ignoring and preventing her husband needs, so the wife does
not have any right in that spending that was providing from her husband. The other right for the
woman as a wife in non-financial aspect is the husband need to provide the good care for the
wife. For example, the husband must be giving the kindness and gentleness toward her because
every woman deserved this kind of treatment. Even in Holy of Al-Quran had mentioned about
this;

“Males are the guardians and maintainers of females because Allah has setting up the males as
much stronger than the females, so that they can backing up them from their means” (Qur’an
4:34).

Furthermore, the right of woman as the wife also been mentioned not only by the Holy of Al-
Quran but prophet Muhammad S.A.W prioritize about this matter too. So, the husband must be
giving the good and best treatment for his wife. Allah says:

“... But take care of the wife with thoughtfulness, and if the husband dislikes the wife, this also
means that he dislikes what had Allah positioned as the great thing.” (QS 4:19).

The Prophet Muhammad S.A.W also mentioned, “The best impeccable followers are the greatest
in management and the preeminent of the husband is the one who are the finest to his wife.” (lbn
Hanbal, No, 7396) (Badawi, n.d.).

Besides that, the other rights for woman is the rights regarding divorce. The presence of
Islam not only bring up the status of women but also improve the solution for the divorcement.
In addition, the Al-Quran also mentioned about the equal rights between males and females in
divorce procedures, “If a wife afraid of savage or unfaithful from her husband then it is not fault
on a spouse if she set up an agreeable solution between them.” (QS 4:128) (al-Faruqi, 1988). In
other word, the wife can also have the authority of divorce as a trusted right. Basically, the Islamic
law has the perspective about a wife does not have the inherent natural right of divorce, but in
a particular conditions of right in divorce that had been inserted in the wedding agreement, the
wife can have the right regarding the separation or divorce with her husband if the husband break
the mutual agreement contract that had been made before the wedding (Mutahhari, 1980). Last
but not least, the wife also can have the right in divorce through a court if the husband has a
certain unfortunate conditions which are abandonment, infertility, the husband failed to offered
the enough support, physical or mental ill-treatment, severe physical or mental illness, apostasy
and proved immoral self-indulgence (al-Farugqi, 1988).

644



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ACADEMIC RESEARCH IN BUSINESS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Vol. 9, No. 11, November, 2019, E-ISSN: 2222-6990 © 2019 HRMARS

Conclusion

In the nutshell, this research had determined the rights of a woman in Islam which are the rights
as mother, rights regarding marriage, rights as wife, and rights regarding divorce. These rights
obviously can be illustrated after the presence of Islam. Islam not only bring up the light to the
people to be a pious servant to our greatest creator, Allah S.A.W but also bring up the dignity of
a woman that had been underestimate for so long by an irresponsible man.
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