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Abstract 
The purpose of this article is to reveal and understand the factors that influence the passion for 
reading English reading materials among the primary school students in general. From the 
author’s point of view, the passion for reading English reading materials among primary school 
will directly help them to improve on the command of the language besides opening the minds 
to another height of comprehending and exploring the knowledge written internationally.  This 
article is just a surface discussion on matters pertaining to reading and the author’s personal 
perception and opinion on reading English reading materials among primary school students. It 
does not reflect the actual reading situation of any particular institution or individuals.  The most 
significant consideration here would be the ability to inculcate the reading interests in the 
reading of the English reading materials as one of the definite way to improve pupils’ 
comprehension and to enhance their command of the language. Hence will ultimately, helped to 
improve the students’ learning process in the long run. 
Keywords: Reading, Enthusism, Materials, Primary, School.  
 
Introduction 
Reading entails simple learning skill but yet significant in the implementation of the teaching and 
learning process. Reading serves as the main complements to the learning execution in many 
ways. According to Krashen (2003), reading for pleasure has been found to be improving reading 
comprehension, writing style, enriching vocabulary, spelling and grammatical development. 
Without possessing this reading skill, students’ learning can be very slow, depleting and less 
effective. Being the most useful of the four language skills which is speaking, reading, writing and 
listening, reading was taught even on the very first day when the students endure their formal 
schooling years. In principle, reading is the most prominent skill which is immediately introduced 
to students in school where education is concerned. Dulice (1990), Reading is possibly the most 
useful of the four language skills which students in school have to master in their learning of a 
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second language or foreign language in school as it is a required skill for higher studies or for 
acquiring further knowledge and information.  
 
Reading Among Students 
Reading is a very active process of stimulating students’ minds and intellectual development. It 
also stimulates their cognitive process that would then replenish the students’ knowledge and 
reading abilities in the long run. Rubin (2013) stressed that reading is a very complex and dynamic 
process that combines a reader’s prior knowledge, social life, experience and emotions with the 
minds of the readers in their effort to interprets the reading materials. Lack of reading will 
impede the achievements of students in their academic learning development. On the contrary, 
active readers will benefit from such positive attitudes. Students with less enthusiasm to read 
will deprive themselves from the advantage of acquiring and sustaining knowledge thus being 
knowledgeable. 
 
Reading English reading materials is one method of learning that is not arduous to master as 
students’ reading abilities and reading in the English language need to be developed as early as 
the years in the schooling sphere. However, what is more prominent are the students’ abilities 
to sustain the healthy reading habits which is beneficial in the course of achieving their learning 
objectives. To inculcate a strong reading foundation in reading English reading materials among 
students takes serious effort that requires careful attention and exertion. Student’s narrow 
perception and interpretation on reading deprived them from understanding what reading is and 
they could not reason out their purpose for reading. Wallace (2016) stated that, one of the 
difficulties with regard to reading is that, many of the students do not know whether the ability 
to read is supposed to involve understanding what is read. Although students in general 
understand reading can guarantee them the abundance of knowledge in which the world has to 
offer.  
 
Likewise, although reading proves to be the essence in language learning, most of the students 
seldom take up reading as serious habits in the long run. Most of the students only recognize 
reading as a skill to assist them in their academic purposes per say. Not many students regard 
reading as an advantage to ensure further progress in life. Sinau (2014), agreed that the students 
who resorted to serious reading are those who are pressured to struggle hard so as to excel in 
the examination. To sustain reading as a habit among students will always pose problems to 
teachers and to promote students to read English reading materials will need proper planning 
and guidance without jeopardizing student’s interests to learn in their local context. Students 
often overlook the fact that reading plays a very significant role in unleashing their minds and 
broadening their knowledge to explore the contemporary information derived from the books, 
journals, magazines and even to the extent of going beyond the global cyber world. Furthermore, 
being reluctant to read and refraining from reading English reading materials will limit students’ 
exposure, impedes them from composing good supporting facts when answering and addressing 
questions in tests and denies them of appropriate usage of the language in terms of grammar 
and vocabulary. 
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Encouraging reading at an early stage in primary school level will always be the aspirations of 
every educational policy of almost every nations and not exempting our Malaysian Ministry of 
Education. Contemporary reading skills and learning emphasizes students to read even before 
they entered the formal learning process in Primary One. This was clearly stated in the Malaysian 
Primary School for the English curriculum integrating reading with listening, speaking and even 
writing skill since the nation’s independence till today. Parallel to such effort in enhancing reading 
skill at the early stage was the introduction of the Pre School, a two year programme of pre 
schooling whereby students should be taught to read and mastered reading as early as they 
entered Pre School. Besides that, another project known as Nilai Ilmu Amalan Membaca (NILAM) 
or Reading and Writing Intensive course was introduced even before 2003 complement such 
effort.  
 
It is vital to promote and sustain student’s interest in reading to reduce the illiteracy rate among 
students in the country. Literacy development will always be prioritized in the education system 
in a developing nation like Malaysia in preparation for the nation’s aspiration beyond the year 
2030. In addition to that, reading must be able to fabricate the fresh young minds by which the 
nation’s human potentials can be extracted and executed to the maximum. Long & Abdullah 
(1984) emphasized that in this globalize world, the survival, advancement and development of 
the country requires the command, practicality and positive culture towards reading especially 
among the younger generation in our effort to develop and transform our public into a 
knowledgeable and informative citizen. This is always the priority and agenda for the Minisry of 
Education in improving the quality of education of the nation. 
 
Dwelling reading and stimulating reading habits will always be an arduous effort which is certainly 
not easy to inculcate and embedded in every student. All these pose challenges to teachers and 
educators in assuring the younger generations to take up reading seriously. Though admittedly 
there were some hard core less enthusiastic students who are not concern to take the effort of 
reading seriously. This behaviour will create complications in their learning process when the 
students are in the upper primary level from the age of 10 to 12 years.  Professionals in the 
teaching of second language agreed that English As Second Language Learners (ESL) who read 
extensively, will greatly improve their command of English. (Krashen, 2004; Krashen and Terrel, 
2013)   
 
Taking into consideration the reading problems among students, the author believes that by 
developing the reading interests and enthusiasm towards reading among the students by reading 
English reading materials should be made mandatory even at preschool level. This effort utilized 
the reading aloud, guided reading and extensive reading strategized to rectify and help students 
to sustain the reading habits among the students. In the initial stage, the author anticipates that 
the factors and reasons why students are lacking of interest in reading the English reading 
materials as this forms a very important aspect and foundation for learning English.  Furthermore, 
with reference to the adoption and adaptation of certain areas in the motivational reading 
strategies (Megat Rohani, 2011) the author hopes to break the negative students’ perceptions 
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towards reading in the English Language and sustains their reading interest to the maximum 
when reading English reading materials.  
Our nation’s vision in becoming a developed high income country posed us to various challenges 
ahead. One of the challenge is to acquire and utilized as much knowledge as possible at our 
advantage so as to be on par with other developed nations. Regardless of the urban or rural 
school setting and in an effort to acquire knowledge, it is vital to enhance the students’ 
motivation to read even as early as the preschool level. Without a proper attitude and mentality 
towards reading and reading English reading materials plus no genuine interests, reading among 
students will slow down the energy and deterred the nation’s aspirations in advancing towards 
a developed country by the year 2030 parallel to the fast changing world in the midst of 
globalization. 
 
 It is very important to comprehend the students’ attitude and enthusiasm for reading especially 
at the primary school level because they form the substance and cream of the nation’s potential 
human capital that need to be dwelled and utilized. It is important to provide a better 
understanding of the students’ distinct characteristic that will give us the idea on the significance 
of the students reading, the efforts taken to remedy this situation and also the ability to sustain 
the students’ reading habits.  
 
Furthermore, with the emphasis given on English language, reading cannot be avoided to help 
the students improve on the target language. At the same time, to develop and inculcate the 
positive habitual long life reading among student by persuasion per say may only give them a 
minimum impact in the short run. Students’ active involvement and participation in reading will 
provide the teachers the extra help and the correct the student attitude towards reading.  Hence 
the importance to promote the reading habits using the appropriate strategies at the suitable 
time will be an advantage. 
 
Reading English language reading materials proved to be very distinguishing towards ensuring 
the students’ escalating interests and mastery of the language. This effort should be a continuous 
growing process in every individual but what is more indispensable were to ensure the 
uninterrupted and sustainable endless effort exerted to materialize reading objectives. The 
objective of this article aimed to identify the reading English reading material and other facet in 
motivating students to read in the English language where majority of the students were the non-
native speakers of the English language. The motivational features emphasized were both from 
the motivational aspects and the practical aspects with the hope to develop enthusiasm for 
reading English reading materials. Moreover, the objectivity of this motivational practice was 
capable to maneuver the correct reading strategies and successfully stimulate reading for the 
benefit of the students in the long run. 
 
The article intended to exposed the reading development among individuals reading English 
reading material among the students in the primary school and more importantly sustained the 
reading habits as a positive characteristic within. Besides, the article foresees reading English 
reading materials among primary school students as an alternative endeavor to inculcate the 
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promising reading habits among student’s and therefore unveiled their potentials as good 
learners of English. However, the article distinguished that motivating students was not an easy 
task and this painstaking effort consumed time, perseverance and the appropriate reading 
approaches.  
 
Conceptual Framework 
The Conceptual framework of this research exposed the attempts of the researcher to 
comprehend the existing reading English reading materials problems among the students. The 
very basic way of comprehending the reading scenario was through the usage of the 
questionnaire. This provides the foundation of reliable data that helps the researcher in trying 
to empathize and discern the factors that influenced the students’ passion for reading and their 
preferences. Hence, this will greatly help in the authenticity and verification of the data 
acquired to help reveal on the underlying reading problems among the students in the form of 
facts and figures.  
 
 
            Independent Variables                 Dependent Variables 
 
  
 
                                          
 
 
 

Chart 1 : Conceptual Framework 
 
 
Methodology 
A glimpse into the reason for this study is to understand the current reading habits among 
students and their preferences for reading the reading of English reading materials that need to 
be revitalized. To discover out further the subject, instrument used would be structured 
questionnaires, interviews and personal observations. This form the foundation for 
comprehending and identifying the factors that influence the reading habits and preferences. 
Based on such factors, provide us the required information and data that enable the researcher 
to formulate the practical strategies in the effort to overcome the problem. 
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There were 32 questions consisting of both a closed type and opened typed questions were used 
explore and reveal the students’ interests, preferences and enthusiasm in reading. The questions 
were meant to provide diversified information whereby the respondents were given the liberty 
to express their views or suggestions in the questionnaire. Questions were designed and 
structured according to the kind of information needed for the study. Before the questionnaire 
was employed, a pilot test was conducted to gauge the reliability and validity of the 
questionnaire. 
To enable the respondents to understand the content of the questionnaire better, the 
questionnaire adopted a dual language of both the English and Malay Language. The researcher 
believed that this would give clarifications to the respondent and minimize their doubt on the 
requirements of the items in the questionnaire. Furthermore, on-going observations were done 
over a period of one month to check on the students’ attendance at the library or based on the 
Nilam or Sapphire reading program. This would enable the researcher to get an unambiguous 
picture on the students’ passion for reading. 
 
Findings 
Within every individual there should be some form of drive that enable them to have both the 
intrinsic and extrinsic motivation to read. Interests is the key factor for this to happen but it will 
not crop up naturally in every individual thus requires time, influence, environment and above 
all the correct attitude. Interests can be developed, groomed and nurtured over a period of time 
depending on the interests’ level of the students plus the enthusiasm to read. Not many students 
have this remarkable interests and many still struggling to read just to compensate the need of 
their learning process in school. 
Family’s accountability plays a very significant role in the student’s learning environment. Every 
family will have their own personal varied and diversified academic background. Each will have 
different approaches and perspectives in learning. Despite being different in their academic 
background, the one giving the most priorities to learning will read more regardless of their 
economic advantage. Mentality, perceptions and competitive environment triggers the family to 
look forward to reading as the dominant activity in their children learning process. 
Most students will access to the different form of reading materials. Good library infrastructures 
and the accessibility to good internet connection will provide the extra advantage for the 
students to read. It leaves them to the choice of reading good quality reading materials for their 
academic purposes or simply reading aimlessly. Students now days prefer online reading 
materials which is very easy to access as compared to the books available in the library or sold 
online or in the open market. As such reading can always take place anywhere at any time but 
much depends on the individual students’ attitude, enthusiasm and perceptions on their aim and 
objectives in reading. 
Assignments and homework given by teachers for students daily were not synchronized and 
structured to the time and capacity of every individual student. Some were merely given based 
on the whims and fancies of the teachers but not much in helping and promoting students’ 
interests to read. Reading just to cater for the academic purposes only have minor impact on the 
students reading interests. Assignment and homework are meant to keep the students engaged 
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to their learning syllabus after school but not to develop, instill and inculcate good and promising 
reading habits among students. 
 
Conclusion 
Reading English language materials proved to be very distinguishing towards ensuring the 
students’ escalating interests and mastery of the English language. Although this effort should be 
a continuous growing process in every individual but what was more indispensable were to 
ensure the uninterrupted and sustainable endless effort exerted to materialize reading English 
Reading Material’s objectives. The outcomes and implications of the study in correlation to the 
factors that influenced the students’ interests and passion towards the reading of the English 
reading materials can be identified and referred to for further references. Furthermore, future 
studies are also discretionarily recommended to look into the congruence area in a more 
intensive but specific perspective area with the effort to edifice the research towards a more 
appealing and comprehensive subject area. 
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